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Clinton, JLT forge
hastoric victories

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - Virginia
Dill McCarty was the first Hoosier
woman to run for governor three
decades ago. State Sen. Vi Simp-
son was a candidate in 2003.
Soon thereafter, Kathy Davis was
appointed to be the first lieuten-
ant govenor later that year. In
2004, Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman
was the first to be elected. In
2006, State Sen. Sue Landske
became assistant Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore, Sen. Connie
Lawson became majority floor
leader and Sen. Teresa Lubbers
became assistant majority floor
leader.

On Tuesday, the Hoosier glass ceiling shattered
with Hillary Clinton’s Democratic presidential primary win
and Jill Long Thompson becoming the first female guberna-
torial nominee. It came five years after former IUPUI poll-
ster Brian Vargus questioned whether Hoosiers were ready

for a female

governor. There has been a steady progression of power
coming to the hands of female politicians. Some of it came
as Govs. Joe Kernan and Mitch Daniels sought to balance
their administrations and tickets with gender.

See Page 6

Wright, Rush & race in
wake of Hillary’s tiny win

By BRIAN A. HOWEY and MARK CURRY
INDIANAPOLIS - Thank you, Rev. Jeremiah Wright.
Love, Barack Obama. Obama
ended the worst two weeks of
his presidential run in Indiana
with a razor-thin loss to Hillary
Clinton. His salve came earlier
in the evening in North Caro-
lina where he trounced Clinton
and it stands to open the super
delegate flood gates in the
coming days. But the fact re-
mains that Rev. Wright couldn't

g

“We’re going to make some

changes. We've got to do better.
Things will be different in
November.”

- Gary Mayor Rudy Clay, on
Tuesday’s late vote results
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Barack Obama bades farewell to 21,000 Hoosiers Monday night at the American Legion
Mall. Hillary Clinton’s margin of victory here would be less than that crowd. (HPI Photo by
Brian A. Howey)

have picked a worse time to step out
and get some national pub, a situation
seeded and exploited by the Clinton
campaign. That a political couple
could make $109 million and yet paint
an African-American opponent as

an “elitist” while courting blue collar
Hoosiers was audacious politics. CNN
reports that exit polling showed that
48 percent of Hoosier Democrats said
the Rev. Wright controversy influenced
their vote, while 48 percent said it
didn’t. And an overwhelming majority
of those who were affected were the
white, blue collars, or as the national
media called them “lunch bucket De-
mocats.”

Obama had to endure not
only that, but waves of Republicans
and independents crossed over to
vote in Democratic primaries. There
was goading by conservative radio
host Rush Limbaugh, who urged
Republicans to create “chaos” by
extending the Democratic nomination
process to August. The vote totals
swelled for a number of legislative
Democratic candidates in extremely
Republican areas such as Goshen
and North Manchester. In the April
29 Howey-Gauge Poll, 10 percent of
those Republicans intended to vote in
the Democratic primary and Clinton
led among that group 50-44 percent.

CNN reported Wednesday that 10
percent of the Republicans actually
crossed over, but 23 percent of the
total were independents. CNN political
analyst Bill Schneider characterized
the “"Rush Limbaugh effect” as “slightly
measureable.”

But when the plurality was
just 14,000 votes, it might have been
enough to throw the race to Hillary
Clinton. Obama campaign manager
David Plouffe said Limbaugh “had a
clear factor in the outcome.” At the
Howey-Gauge Poll Briefing, we said
Republicans might determine the race
and we believe you can find that im-
pact in the 14,000 margin.

The single largest story follow-
ing the time Howey-Gauge was in the
field was the Rev. Wright story. Voters
who made up their mind on Elec-
tion Day or felt this was an important
factor in deciding for whom to vote
strongly broke for Clinton,” said How-
ey-Gauge pollster Holly Davis, adding
that 28 percent of voters felt this
was an “important story” and those
voters supported Clinton 71 percent
to Obama’s 29 percent; 46 percent
of voters who made up their mind on
election day say the Rev. Wright story
was either very or somewhat impor-
tant and they broke for Clinton 71% to
29% for Obama.



Obama had to withstand the organization of U.S.
Sen. Evan Bayh, who brought along the Democratic Party
establishment and 40 county chairs. Even so, many in the
Clinton inner camp were expecting a victory in the 5 to 8
percent range, rather than the 50.9 to 49.1 percent margin.
In tandem with the North Carolina loss and a wash among
the delegates, the Clinton campaign came off its Indiana
victory on its heels. She really needed a decisive win that
could have become a sequence if she could win big in West
Virginia and Kentucky.

Tim Russert of NBC News said, "We now know
who the Democratic nhominee’s going to be, and no one’s
going to dispute it. Those closest to her will give her a
hard-headed analysis, and if they lay it all out, they’ll say:
‘What is the rationale? What do we say to the undeclared
super- delegates tomorrow? Why do we tell them you're
staying in the race?’ And tonight, there’s no good answer
for that.” Speaking on CNN, David Gergen, a former adviser
to several presidents, including Clinton’s husband, said,

I think the Clinton people know the game is almost up.”
George Stephanopoulos on the ABC program “Good Morn-
ing America” said, “This nomination fight is over.”

What cut into the Hoosier margin that Clinton so
desperately needed? One was the federal gas tax
holiday. In the 15 years that HPI has been publish-
ing, we have never seen a public policy position so
widely panned as that one. Scores of stories in Indi-
ana newspapers and TV stations ridiculed the idea.
Most of these comments were derisive. In 2000,
there wasn't nearly the negative reaction to the gas
tax suspension. That could be attributed to the fact
that it had been 21 years (1979) since the last fuel
shock. This time, it's been coming at us in increments over
the last eight years. Most Hoosiers realize there's a bigger
problem that vastly transcends Hillary Clinton’s pandering.

Another is that Sen. Lugar has been very vocal on
energy security issues over the past several years. While
this probably wouldn't poll substantially, there is a growing
awareness. Lugar has done scores of pressers at E-85 gas
stations around the state, conducts an energy conference
at Purdue University, got coverage in March on the EnerDel
Corporation’s lithium-ion battery, and has spoken to many
Rotary and Kiwanis clubs (among others) about linking en-
ergy to national security. So Hoosiers were a bit wiser when
this issue came up this time.

Despite these pressures, and to their credit,
both campaigns managed to run a fairly clean race here.
The state’s most influential Democrats gathered at the
annual Jefferson-Jackson dinner Sunday night at the
Indianapolis Convention Center to learn that the duel-
ing campaigns had re-energized their party. More than
200,000 new voters were added to the rolls in the course
of the contest. Throughout the state, Democrats reported
high levels of volunteer turnout and activism. And during
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lengthy appearances by both candidates, those in atten-
dance were brought to their feet by oratory and rhetoric
that focused not on divisive tactics, but on the key issues of
our day: Iraqg, the economy, health care reform, the esca-
lating price of gasoline, housing and more.

For many voters, the choice between Obama and
Clinton came down to matters of the heart ... and skin col-
or. Little separates the dueling campaigns in terms of major
issues. Each worked to deliver a narrative that would touch
voter loyalties concerning race, gender, class and political
philosophy. The senator from New York sent husband Bill
and daughter Chelsea on a grueling barnstorm throughout
the state to remind Hoosiers of the days when a Clinton
last ruled the White House. She played on union endorse-
ments to boost her stature with more conservative (or less
liberal) working-class, blue-collar workers that eventually
helped her carry the day.

Obama sought to inspire by promising to
change Washington. In speech after speech, the Illinois
senator promised Democrats that he would reach across
the aisle to fashion remedies for challenges long unsolved
in the nation’s capital. And he appealed to those who have
suffered or are tired of the country’s racial divide.

Unfortunately, the Indiana Democratic Party’s racial
fault lines were exposed. Just today’ Clinton told USA Today
how she was attracting white voter support. Comments
from state legislators, fundraisers, party activists and other
journalists revealed that a number of Hoosier Democrats
simply could not muster a vote for an African-American ...
for president. And this, in a party that has carried 80 to
90 percent of the African-American vote in gubernatorial,
senatorial, congressional, legislative and municipal races.

We cannot remember another political candidate
who had to answer for his pastor in a political context. In
Indiana this spring, it played a role in who won an election,
though it might not have shifted the course of history. And,
for the record, by Wednesday afternoon, Limbaugh was
blowing out of a different orafice, telling his listeners he
now thinks Obama will be the easier Democrat to beat.

While Clinton and Bayh could claim victory - as
tiny as it was and, ironically, coming about thanks to Rush
Limbaugh of all people - when the Clintons breeze through,
they often leave a trail of carnage in their wake. In Indiana,
while they inspired many Democratic supporters, they also
exposed the party’s tangled wiring on race and class. <



Bayh talks of Hillary
and the math ahead

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - Two months ago, we were analyz-
ing “Evan Bayh'’s predicament” of mustering a Hillary Clin-
ton win in Indiana to save his vice presidential prospects.

And while Bayh helped Clinton pull out

a 14,000 vote win, Clinton’s campaign
Intervew

is on life support and the veep prospects
are waning. Howey Politics Indiana
conducted this interview with U.S. Sen.
Evan Bayh Wednesday afternoon, a day
after he helped Hillary Clinton eke out a
win in Indiana.

HPI: What were the keys to victory for Hillary last
night?

Bayh: Two-fold. This
was unlike any other state so
far this year. She's had some
good wins, but they were in
states where she started off
ahead: Pennsylvania by 20;
Ohio by 15 or 20; and hung
on to win. Here she started
off with the Obama strategic
memo which ended up in the
press back in March, which
has been extremely accu-
rate. They‘ve only missed
two states. And they through
some demographic analysis
predicted they would win
Indiana by 7. Interestingly,
Hillary’s first poll eight weeks
ago had her down by 8. So
that was kind of in the same
field. She was able to pick
up 10 percent and that'’s
the first time she’s started
off behind and come back
to win. She had been way
ahead in New Hampshire,
fell behind for that week after Iowa, but came back to win.
She was behind in our state from the get-go. We felt good
about it from that standpoint. To move from 10 points back
against a formidable opponent who is out-spending you 3-
to-1, well, that's a good piece of work. The keys to victory?
It involved the candidate starting with what she stood for,
which is that focus on the middle class economic issues.

As you know, times aren’t as good as we like in our state.
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The more anxiety someone had about their economic situ-
ation, the better Hillary did. I think that's because of her
focus on the issues that mattered to them -- jobs, health
care, cost of gasoline, college affordability -- but then you
combine that with ... Barack is a very inspirational figure.
He's a good public leader. She has a different set of posi-
tive attributes. Toughness, experience, the ability to deliver
results. When times are good people tend to focus more on
inspiration. When times are tough, they want to know who
can deliver results for me. I think that perception stood her
in good stead, particularly where people are facing eco-
nomic challenges right now. Those are the two key things:
Her focus on the economic bread-and- butter issues and
the perception that between two good people, she had the
right set of attributes to actually get the job done.

HPI: Tell me how the Bayh team integrated with
Hillary’s campaign in Indiana? I don't think she would have
won here without you or your team on the ground here.

Bayh: Who knew back in August. Was it August?

HPI: Sept. 23.

Sen. Evan Bayh gave a fiery speech at the Murat Tuesday night celebrating Hillary Clinton’s victory,
but the miniscule margin opened up calls for her to exit the race from people like George McGovern.
(HPI Photo by A. Walker Shaw)

Bayh: Who knew that for 40 years we hadn’t had
a competitive primary race; who knew this was going to
happen. And, frankly, Brian, I'd like to say I hope we can
find a way as Democrats, Republicans and Independents
to make Indiana matter. It should be like this more often.
I think this was good for our state. It was good the na-
tion paid attention to us. It was good that national leaders
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came to us, understand our challenges. I think it makes it
more likely our needs will get addressed. And I hope Re-
pubicans can have this kind of excitement in their primary.
It was good for the state of Indiana and it will be good for
the Democratic Party in the near term. It's good for our
people in the state. Who knew this was going to happen? It
was sometime about eight weeks ago it was apparent that
we might actually matter, that we became part of a seam-
less operation. We were able to guide her people to talk to
the right people, go to the right places, say the right things
and help them. We were happy to do that.

HPI: How does Hillary Clinton win the nomination
from this point on? (Note: Obama is only 177 votes shy of
the 2025, she is 327 votes short and there are only 217
remaining super delegates and 261 super delegates).

Bayh: You know, Brian, I actually walked in my
front door at 4 a.m. and I turned off the light at 4:30
which is the long way of saying if I sound incoherent, it's
because, like you, I'm not operating on a lot of sleep. I
haven’t had a lot of time to think about that. We've been
so focused on Indiana. We wanted to make sure that we
took care of our business at home. Look, she’s got to keep
winning states. West Virginia is in a week. I think she has
a chance to do well there. Kentucky is a week after that.

I think she’s well ahead there. She has to keep winning

and we'll just see how it plays out. I know what the math
is and I also know that life and politics are unpredictable.
We don't know what will happen over the next few weeks.
Barack has an advantage at this point. You just don't know
what will happen. No. 2, these calls to bring the process to
an end have been going on for some time. If those voices
had had their way, we wouldn't have gotten a chance to
vote. I know how Hoosiers would have felt about that. Look
at these 1.2 million people who voted yesterday. Should
they not have had a chance to vote? Could we in good con-
science look to our neighbors in Kentucky and say, we've
done our part, now you should be shut out? Look, we're
Democrats. We vote, we see who wins. We don't stop the
process for temporary political expediency. There’s always a
risk that things will get too acrimonious or personal. I hon-
estly don't think that’s happened so far. Of course there are
hard feelings when the candidate you support doesn‘t win.
But I think when most people catch their breath and focus
on the fall campaign will see the real difference between
the two candidates. I think most people will come together.
That’s how she wins, by taking it one week at a time.

HPI: Gov. Daniels has proposed moving the
Indiana primary to the same day as New Hampshire, and
using a surcharge on all campaign related items to pay for
the election. Is that something you could support? Indiana
used to have the first primary.

Bayh: I wasn't under the impression we gave
it up. I was under the impression that everyone started
earlier. Yes, that's the kind of thing we ought to sit down
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and work together on. This is good for Hoosiers to have a
chance to have our say. We absolutely look at that pro-
posal and any other. This is just the first I've heard of that
proposal. I think he’s exactly right, we ought to find a way
to work together to make sure our voices are heard more
often than every four decades. These national folks fly
over our state and they occasionally stop to pick up some
money. They might look out the window and say, ‘I wonder
who those people are down there. Now they know.

HPI: Will you campaign for Hillary in Kentucky and
West Virginia?

Bayh: I don't have any plans to do that. I may
take a breather from politics for a little bit because I've got
an important day job I want to focus on. When they ask
me to do press interviews, that won't take too much time.

HPI: When you and Hillary took the stage last
night, the networks had not projected a winner. The rest of
us spent another two hours waiting. You must have seen
some internals that said she had undoubtedly won.

Bayh: Yeah, absolutely. Terry McAuliffe and Robby
Mook called their numbers guy who apparently has a very
good track record and he was confident she was going to
win. We didn't want to run a slight chance that she would
go out and declare victory and then have it turn out that it
wasn’t so. We had to wait around for awhile.

HPI: Did you realize it got down to 17,000 votes
with 72 percent of Lake County still out?

Bayh: We saw that, but we kind of assume. Who
knows? Hopefully someone in the journalism world will take
a look at some things and report whatever the facts are. 1
have nothing to say until we know what the facts are. We
assumed that the Gary precincts more favorable to Sen.
Obama were reported first. It had to be that way, she went
from a 40,000-vote lead to 20,000; 88 percent of the vote
was in and it went up to 91 percent and 20,000 votes.
That's 3 percent more of the vote was in and she dropped
20,000 votes. So the only way that can happen is if they
were overwhelmingly Sen. Obama precincts. We assumed
the precincts in Gary had been reported first.

HPI: I don't think I've ever seen you more fired up
than your introductory speech last night. Put last night into
context with wins in your career.

Bayh: I've been blessed to have a number of
wonderful evenings. I think I'd put at the top of the list my
election as governor for the first time, just because that
was something that hadn’t happened in 20 years. But last
night was a very good night. I realize there were expecta-
tions for me and I like it when people have high expecta-
tions and I like to meet them. When we got those first poll
numbers eight weeks ago she was behind by 8 percent and
I was fortunate that I had some good people who got to
work and made it happen. <



JLT Glass Ceiling, from page 1

After the defeat of Senate President Pro Tempore
Robert D. Garton in May 2006, a block of six female Repub-
lican senators -- Lawson, Lubbers, Landske, Beverly Gard,
Vaneta Becker and Patricia Miller -- cut a deal, throwing
their support behind David Long of Fort Wayne. Thus, the
new Senate power structure took on a decidedly female
touch as President Long elevated women to leadership.

Thompson brings this gender power drive into a
new realm with her nomination Tuesday night, becoming
the first non-white male gubernatorial nominee in Indiana’s
192 year history. What does it mean to her personally and
for Hoosiers?

Thompson told HPI, “Any time a door is opened
for one, it is for many. To deny rights to a few is to deny
rights to all. The more we recognize individuals, the less
we categorize people into groups, the more we are allow-
ing the God-given talents of each person to
be contributed to better society. I feel very
good but very blest with this particular ac-
complishment and this opportunity.”

Thompson lives on a farm near
Argos. She turned down the chance to
become Frank O'Bannon’s running mate
in 1996, explaining that she had just been
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as undersec-
retary for the U.S. Agriculture Department.
She was asked about the Vargus quote
from five years before. Were Hoosiers ready
for a female governor then? Before then?
Now? “Hoosiers are ready for the best
and strongest leadership an individual can
provide,” she said.

Here's the rest of our phone interview that oc-
curred Wednesday afternoon shortly before her opponent,
Jim Schellinger, conceded in a phone call to her.

HPI: It seemed like you had a pretty decent lead
and it looks as if you withstood a vigorous challenge from
your opponent.

Thompson: What happened yesterday? I won.

HPI: Any details?

Thompson: Among the voters who were paying
attention to the gubernatorial race I have somewhere be-
tween a 10 and 15 point lead. But among those voters who
came out to vote in the presidential but were not paying
attention to the gubernatorial, the dropoff from presidential
to gubernatorial was about 10 percent, but most of the
polls showed that they voted for the first name on the bal-
lot. They sort or randomly picked.

HPI: Do you know what kind of Republican and
independent crossover?

Thompson: I do not have an analysis at this
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point, though I suspect there will be one. I don't intend to
put any resources into that.

HPI: What issues delivered this election for you?

Thompson: I think my proven ability on job
creation, having served as undersecretary for rural develop-
ment at USDA.

HPI: What are we likely to see in the next six
weeks before the Indiana Democratic Convention?

Thompson: Continue to travel the state and con-
tinue to working on finding the strongest lieutenant gover-
nor candidate I can find.

HPI: What will the LG criteria be?

Thompson: Major criterion is leadership on eco-
nomic development.

HPI: Does geography matter?

Thompson: Geography is a factor for consider-
ation but ultimately it's important to find the best qualified
person to do the job, And someone who will be commit-
ted to campaigning very hard every day. Not

just to win, but to work very hard for eight
years to rebuild Indiana’s economy?

HPI: How do you unify the party, par-
ticularly with the state party favoring Jim
Schellinger?

Thompson: We are very unified. The
chairman called me and we've been playing
phone tag but he left me a lovely message
on my voice mail congratulating me.

HPI: Has your opponent conceded yet?
Thompson: I have not heard from him
but I suspect he and I will talk in the very
near future.

HPI: What can we expect in a race with
Gov. Daniels?

Thompson: It will be very issues oriented
and I will continue to travel and listen to voters and talk to
voters and express my vision for the future of Indiana.

HPI: Can you talk about your Lake County support
which put you over the top, at least sequentially?

Thompson: The Steelworkers were instrumental
in winning this race. I carried Warrick County, which is a
county where Steelworkers are strong. Allen County, Lake
County, Porter County, LaPorte County. I think the Steel-
workers were critical, but I think Sheriff Roy Dominguez’s
endorsement as well as Sen. Earline Rogers, Sen. Karen
Talian, Rep. Linda Lawson, Rep. Charlie Brown helped.

HPI: Where is Gov. Daniels most vulunerable?

Thompson: The selling of the state assets; the
privatizing. The economy. We lost 16,200 jobs in March.
The unemployment trust fund was $1 billion when he came
in and now it's down to $100 million. I also think our high
school dropout rate, our education policy, and our health
care policy are below national average.



Steely JLT withstands
Schellinger late charge

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - There were surreal moments for
both the Jill Long Thompson and Jim Schellinger guberna-
torial campaigns before Indiana’s glass ceiling shattered.
They began Tuesday afternoon when it became clear that
there was a large Republican crossover into the Democratic
primary. What would it mean? One campaign hand told
HPI, “We're flying blind.” Thompson’s campaign had seen
internal numbers that indicated an 11th hour 8 percent
lead.

It was still instrument flight rules mid-day Wednes-
day, when Long Thompson, with a 7,200 vote lead, de-
clared victory in Fort Wayne and
Schellinger’s campaign in India-
napolis said the race was too close
to call. I believe I'm clearly the
winner and I'm looking forward to
the race against (Republican in-
cumbent Gov.) Mitch Daniels in the
fall,” Long Thompson said. "It was
a little bit of a roller coaster, but it
was well worth it to win.”

But the Schellinger cam-
paign was saying, not so fast.

Tim Jeffers, campaign manager
for Schellinger, issued the fol-
lowing statement on the election
results: “This race is still too close
to call. There are many precincts
still uncounted, provisional ballots
to count and sort through, and a
re-canvass process that will likely
show shifts in county vote totals.
As we know, the election process
is sometimes a lengthy one when
elections are very, very close -- but
as Democrats, we believe every
vote must count. It's important
that we protect the integrity of the
election process, especially with this
many new registered voters and
record turnout.”

By late Wednesday afternoon, Schellinger conced-
ed, “We're disappointed that we won't get the chance to
take on Mitch Daniels in November, but we wouldn't trade
the last 15 months for anything,” Schellinger said. “It truly
was an amazing journey for me and my entire family. This
was a hard-fought race that unfortunately was overshad-
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owed by the presidential campaigns in Indiana.”

Thompson said, "I expect this to be a very tough
fight and I expect to win. What's most pleasing is he (Gov.
Daniels) has been running ads for a long time and people
aren’t buying it. Voters want more than a flannel shirt and
a connoisseur of tenderloin.”

Momentum shifts

As with the Clinton-Obama presidential race, the
gubernatorial race had momentum shifts after the Howey-
Gauge Poll on April 23-24 showed Thompson with an 18-
percent lead. At about that time, the Schellinger campaign
shifted its phone calls to target female voters. By the last
poll - by SurveyUSA, which had Thompson leading by 2
percent - her support among females was rapidly eroding.
She had led among females by 23 percent but that eroded
to 5 percent. In the Howey-Gauge Poll, Thompson had a

Jill Long Thompson had an emotional reunion with United Steelworkers when she returned to
Indianapolis for the first time following her historic win Wednesday afternoon. (HPI Photo by
A. Walker Shaw)

45-25 percent lead among white women and 45-15 percent
among African-American women.

GOP Crossover

Another factor that drew the race closer was the
Republican crossover. Schellinger had a 45 to 33 percent
lead among Republicans in Howey-Gauge. Thus, when the



GOP crossover moved from concept to reality, it threw the
race into turmoil. In House districts where the Republican
was unopposed, the GOP crossover ballooned. In HD22,
State Rep. Bill Ruppel received 3,651 votes; the Democrats
received 4,500. In HD15, State Rep. Don Lehen polled
3,215 votes while Democrats Myron Sutton (6,572) and
John Malan (3,035) feasted. In all, about 75 percent of Re-
publicans voted in the Democratic primary and Schellinger
clearly benefitted.

“It was staggering,” said Gauge Market Research
Pollster Holly Davis. “He definitely benefitted from the
Republican crossover. Republicans nearly carried him to vic-
tory. I think they carried Hillary Clinton to victory.”

By mid-evening Tuesday, Schellinger had pulled
into a 50/50 tie with Thompson, with the race see-sawing
by a few thousand votes until it stopped around midnight,
awaiting the final 72 percent of the Lake County returns to
report.

Lake Steelworkers deliver

It was Lake County that ultimately gave Thompson
the final narrow lead. She was endorsed by the Steelwork-
ers, and this was their turf. Thompson also received a key
endorsement from Lake County Sheriff Roy Dominguez,
who introduced her at the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner.
There was also the under-the-radar animosity between
U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky and the Indiana Democratic Party,
which was clandestinely backing Schellinger. Lake County
became payback time and Thompson benefitted, in part
for the aforementioned elements and partly from the huge
Obama turnout. In Howey-Gauge, Thompson also led
among African-American males 57-6 percent.

“The polls were all over the place,” said Bett Voo-
rhies, Indiana political coordinator for the United Steel-
workers. “There was quite a bit of movement in the final
weeks.” Asked how Thompson staved off the Schellinger
charge, Voorhies said, “The Steelworkers. The bulk of our
membership is from the Gary-East Chicago area. Our field
program paid off. The program I had set up, my work-
ers were doing what they had to do. We had 100 volun-
teers covering about 100 precincts.” He was unsure of the
Obama impact. “With our membership, we have not en-
dorsed in the presidential because our membership is split,”
he said. “I don't know if Obama had much of an effect or
not. Our Steelworkers program was probably the biggest
we've had in Indiana.”

Voorhies said that Sheriff Dominguez played a
significant role. “He has been a huge supporter of ours. I'm
sure it swayed a lot of people. But we won this thing on
the ground. At every Obama event, at every Hillary event,
at every Bill event, we had Steelworker volunteers handing
out literature. We were meeting 3,000 to 4,000 Democrats
at a time. We had no paid media other than a little cable.”
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Movement and poor timing

There was other movement in the race. Thomp-
son did well in Northern Indiana where she had run in the
2nd and 3rd Congressional Districts. There were a lot of
undecideds who broke for Schellinger in Southern Indiana,
said Holly Davis of Gauge Market Research, HPI's polling
partner. “He was able to capitalize things in the last week
and a half. A lot of that was part of the Evan Bayh machine
geared up and working. In a race where there were not
two heavyweights, it was a baseline race with two candi-
dates not well known.”

Schellinger’s problem was timing. His name ID was
minuscule going into the final two months of the campaign.
He wasted most of 2007 when he could have been build-
ing name ID. The Schellinger campaign appeared to flail.
At one point he debated himself before the Marion County
Chairman’s Breakfast.

Had the campaign worked to get earned media and
started its grassroots programs earlier, it might have made
the difference.

Under Daniels skin?

Thompson enters the matchup with Gov. Daniels
as a distinct underdog. In the February Howey-Gauge Poll,
she trailed Daniels 56-33 percent. In April, Daniels had a
55-36 percent lead. But she will present some interesting
contrasts and some problems. Had Schellinger won, it was
likely that he and Daniels would have had a gentlemanly
campaign. The governor has an aversion to going nega-
tive and has vowed not to do so. WTHR-TV analyst Peter
Rusthoven told HPI at the Howey-Gauge Briefing, “She will
get under his skin big time.” Thompson had a propensity
to go negative in her primary race against Schellinger 1
and in the 2002 race against U.S. Rep. Chris Chocola,
as well as her 1989 4th CD special election race against
Republican Dan Heath.

There is also the prospect of a Democratic tidal
wave. John McCain, the presumptive GOP presidential
nominee, only polled 77 percent against Mike Huckabee,
Ron Paul and Mitt Romney in the Republican primary
among those GOP voters who didn’t cross over. Democrats
are vastly out-raising Republicans and out-polling them in
primaries nationwide.

Thompson will have to sort through issues if she
is to unite the Democratic Party. The party’s central com-
mittee was clearly hostile. At the Jefferson-Jackson Day
Dinner she was only politely received. She extended an
olive branch by paying homage to former Sen. Birch Bayh,
who she credited for his landmark Title IX legislation that
opened doors for her and other women. It might have
been aimed at U.S. Sen. Evan Bayh and Indiana Democrat-
ic Chairman Dan Parker, who has favored Schellinger. <
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Thompson should seize
control of the party

By RYAN NEES
KOKOMO - The sputtering Indianapolis Democratic
machine may finally have broken down Tuesday night,
coming to a plodding halt after a series of electoral wrench-
es that ended the campaign of Jim Schellinger and may
soon end the presidential aspirations of Hillary Clinton. Now
Jill Long Thompson must assume
the mantle of gubernatorial
nominee of a party which has
spent the better part of a year
undermining her candidacy. the
success of which going forward
could now lie in her ability to
wrest control of the state cen-
tral committee from Evan Bayh.
‘ Schellinger’s fall was a
7 ’ -+ particularly dramatic blow
4 «l‘ for the Indianapolis-centric
Democratic Party establishment
- that supported the architect
in near unanimity. The Bayhs,
O'Bannons, Kernans, Carsons, Parkers, and O'Connors of
the party all backed Schellinger’s losing campaign, much of
which was also headed by One North Capitol staff, notably
including Mike Edmondson, who served a stint as campaign
manager, Tim Jeffers, who later relieved Edmondson, and
Jennifer Wagner, who became press secretary after the
departure of Robert Kellar.
Though the state party remained officially neutral,
Kellar in his final days once awoke to an e-mail from him-
self that he had not written. Signed by Kellar and e-mailed
from his address without his knowledge, Wagner had
publicized an attack on Long Thompson'’s role in the 1992
House banking scandal while still on the party’s payroll.
Previously she attended at least one organizational meeting
at Schellinger’'s home months before departing the state

party.

ath —

Neutrality was at once artifice and apparent, and
it will make Long Thompson’s task of unifying the party a
difficult one. Asked on her blog in March whether Wagner
would work for Long Thompson's campaign after the pri-
mary, she responded, “Nope. I play to win. Thanks.”

The former congresswoman doesn’t even maintain
an Indianapolis office.

Parker’s staff might reluctantly go through the mo-
tions for Long Thompson while remaining privately con-
vinced that she can't win. But even for the candidates the
whimpering establishment has enthusiastically supported,
Schellinger’s effort is another example of a campaign
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squandered. If anything should send a chill down Jill Long
Thompson’s spine, it's the prospect of the same people
who brought Indiana Democrats back-to-back Kernan-Ken-
nedy-Peterson-Schellinger losses now inheriting the respon-
sibility of electing a nominee for whom they have seething
contempt.

Jill Long Thompson has the opportunity to mount
a coup d’état within the party, a prospect that has become
not only a practical necessity for her campaign’s survival,
but also a long-awaited chance to make the Indiana Demo-
cratic Party something more than an organ for the personal
ambitions of Evan Bayh.

Indeed, the only party-backed candidate who had
a good night Tuesday was Congressman Andre Carson, but
his was a victory wrapped in irony after bucking Bayh and
Parker to support Barack Obama.

This is not a coincidence, and Long Thompson
should follow the lead of other electorally successful
Hoosier Democrats like Carson, Pete Viscloskly, Jonathan
Weinzapfel, Joe Donnelly, Brad Ellsworth, and Baron Hill,
all of whom learned long ago not to equate Evan Bayh's
success with their own, staying, for their own sake, always
a step ahead of the Indy establishment.

Weinzapfel, Carson, and Hill did just that in endors-
ing Obama before Tuesday’s primary, and they‘ve since
been vindicated. Fewer than 15,000 votes of 1.2 million
cast separated Hillary Clinton from Barack Obama, who

despite losing the state has
t nonetheless managed to

drive what appears to be
the penultimate nail into
Clinton’s coffin.

Hers was a campaign not
run into the ground by Bayh,
but it was fitting that her
margin was just wide enough
to save Bayh from embar-
rassment, and little more.
Schellinger may have bene-
fitted from the public backing
of Bayh -- he certainly had
his backroom support -- but
then, he couldn’t tempt the
senator with the vice presi-
dency. Not least for that rea-
son, Schellinger expressed
private regrets about getting
into the race at all, even before his Tuesday loss, feeling
abandoned by Bayh and Parker, both of whom talked him
into running last year.

Clinton’s margin and Schellinger’s loss speaks to
the diminishing influence of Bayh in the state.

Now Long Thompson has the opportunity to dimin-
ish it in the party, and she should seize it. <

Jim Schellinger gave a fiery
speech at the Jefferson-Jack-
son Day Dinner, but it was too
late.
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3 Hoosier undecided super
delegates back in the light

By MARK CURRY

INDIANAPOLIS - Phones were ringing off the hook
at the offices of Indiana’s three remaining uncommitted
superdelegates the morning after the curtain fell on the
political theater that was Tuesday’s state primary election.
Everybody wanted to know whether the Hoosier holdouts
had made any decision about who they will back at the
Democratic Convention in August.

“There are now more delegates at stake in the
backrooms than there are
on the campaign trail,” NBC's
Chuck Todd said. “So at this
point, if you're either campaign,
what are you more worried
about, the backroom or the
campaign trail? You go to the
backroom.”

The state is residence
to a dozen Democratic super-
delegates, current or former
party leaders and elected
officials who are automatically
seated at the party convention.
Four, including Sen. Evan Bayh,
have publicly supported Sen.
Hillary Clinton’s White House
bid, while five are behind Sen.
Barack Obama. A 13th un-
pledged delegate will be added
to the state roster at the Indi-
ana State Democratic Conven-
tion slated for June 21.

Two Hoosier superdel-
egates made headlines in the
last weeks of the campaign
by announcing their support
for Obama, Rep. Baron Hill
(9th CD) and Joe Andrew, the
former national chairman of the Democratic National Com-
mittee. Andrew, who initially backed Clinton, made na-
tional headlines when he indicated he was switching to the
Obama camp just days before the election and at a time
when the media was in a frenzy over the Illinois senator’s
association with Rev. Jeremiah Wright. By so doing, the
former Indiana state party chairman was credited with
diverting some attention from the Wright affair, but Tues-
day’s exit polling indicated it was simply not enough. CNN
reported that more than 70 percent of Clinton voters stated
Obama’s relationship with his former pastor was an impor-
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tant consideration in determining their choice at the ballot
box. Much of Hill’s district, located in the state;s southwest
corner, favored Clinton, although nearly 18,000 voters - or
two of every three ballots cast - went for Obama in Monroe
County, home to Indiana University.

U.S. Reps. Brad Ellsworth (8th CD), Pete
Visclosky (1st CD) and Joe Donnelly (2nd CD) have yet to
offer a public endorsement despite the drama that cap-
tivated national audiences preceding the historic Hoosier
primary. Media attention continues to focus on Indiana and
the three uncommitted delegates following Clinton’s narrow
victory on Tuesday. She won by 18,400 votes, about two
percent of total ballots cast in the contest. None of the

U.S. Rep. Joe Donnelly watched Obama supporters demonstrate outside the Indiana Covention
Center just prior to the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner. While Donnelly’s wife and children back
Obama, he will remain undecided. (HPI Photo by A. Walker Shaw)

three are offering much in the way of who, why and when
they will commit, although Rep. Ellsworth did provide HPI
with the following statement:

"I stand by my belief that the American people,
not superdelegates, should decide who the Democrat nomi-
nee will be, and I was glad to see record humbers of Hoo-
siers getting involved and casting their votes in this historic
race” Ellsworth wrote. “If it comes down to the convention,
I will support the candidate 8th District voters chose unless
there is a compelling reason to do otherwise.”

Every county in the freshman’s district voted over-
whelmingly for Clinton on Tuesday. Known as the “Bloody
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8th,” the mostly rural district stretches in a narrow column
along the state’s western border, with Evansville to the
south and much of Warren County to the north.

The two undecided northern Democratic con-
gressman indicated they don't know when they will an-
nounce an endorsement.

“Congressman Visclosky remains undeclared and
undecided,” spokesman Jacob Ritvo told HPI yesterday.
The 12-term Democrat “is constantly gathering data” and
will not establish “a self-imposed timeline” for making his
decision. Ritvo said he expects Visclosky to weigh several
criteria before announcing his endorsement, including the
results of Tuesday’s primary vote in the 1st CD, located
in the state’s northwest corner. Lake County’s 130,000
Democratic primary voters went 56-44 percent for Obama,
while less-populated surrounding counties favored Clinton.
In terms of issues the congressman deems important to
northwest Indiana, Ritvo said “jobs, jobs, jobs” as well as
the economy, trade, gas prices and health care.

Rep. Donnelly released this statement yester-
day afternoon: "I have not yet endorsed either candidate
who is seeking the Democratic nomination. I do not know
on what date I will endorse, but when I do, I will back
the candidate I think would make the best president.”
During last Sunday’s state Democratic Jefferson-Jackson
dinner, Donnelly told HPI that his wife and children were
for Obama. The 2nd CD is located just to the east of
Visclosky’s district. Population centers include South Bend,
Mishawaka and Elkhart, which favored Obama on Tuesday.
More rural counties in the southern portion of the district
fell into Clinton’s camp.

Endorsing Clinton

* U.S. Sen. Evan Bayh

* Dan Parker, chairman, Indiana Democratic Party

* Phoebe Crewe, member, Democratic National Committee
(DNC)

* Bob Pastrick, DNC

Endorsing Obama

* Joe Andrew, former DNC chairman and former chairman
of the Indiana Democratic Party

* U.S. Rep. Baron Hill (9th CD)

* U.S. Rep. Andre Carson (7th CD)

* Cordelia Lewis Burks, DNC

* Connie Thurman, DNC

Unannounced

* U.S. Rep. Brad Ellsworth (8th CD)
* U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky (1st CD)
* U.S. Rep. Joe Donnelly (2d CD)
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Rep. Hill backed the winner
(and the loser) on Tuesday
By MARK SCHOEFF JR.

WASHINGTON -- Three days after the Kentucky
Derby, it appeared that Rep. Baron Hill had backed the
winner in the Democratic presidential
horse race but put his political money
on the loser of the vote in his southeast
Indiana district.

Standing out from most of his
Democratic congressional colleagues,
Hill decided to make an endorsement in
his party’s nomination process before
Tuesday’s Hoosier primary. He followed
his mentor, former Rep. Lee Hamilton,
and backed Illinois Sen. Barack Obama.

Hill may have been prescient when

it came to the big picture. Obama won
North Carolina solidly on Tuesday and battled to a narrow
51-49 loss in Indiana to his opponent, Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton.

The outcome leaves Obama with a lead over Clin-
ton in Democratic delegates, 1840.5 to 1688, according to
the Associated Press. The eventual nominee needs to win
2025. Obama also has the support of more than 250 of
795 Democratic superdelegates, party leaders like members
of Congress and statewide office holders.

But on the
micro level,
the story
is differ-
ent. Clinton
trounced
Obama in
Hill’s district,
winning the
9th CD 67
percent to
33 percent.
In pivotal
Clark and
Floyd coun-
ties, Clinton
prevailed
68-32
and 66-34, respectively. In the Democratic-leaning Scott
County, she triumphed 78-22.

On Wednesday afternoon, Hill's Republican oppo-
nent, former Rep. Mike Sodrel, was poring over the election
results, pondering whether they bode ill for Hill in the fall.

U.S. Rep. Baron Hill talks to friends at the Jef-
ferson-Jackson Day Dinner on Sunday. (HPI Photo
by A. Walker Shaw)
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He noted that 19 of 20 counties in the district’s Demo- ton, that will align them with Sen. Evan Bayh, who spent
cratic primary backed Clinton, as did 17 of the Democratic enormous amounts of political capital working for Clinton
county chairs. Having Hill put himself on the other side of and helping deliver her narrow statewide win. Of course,

the district’s Democratic voters and leadership could be a the outcome also could be interpreted as Bayh essentially
boon for Sodrel in what could be Indiana’s only competi- pulling only 51 percent of the vote, a surprisingly weak
tive congressional race. "It could be to my advantage to showing for someone who wins his own races without

have Senator Obama at the top of the ticket,” Sodrel said in  breaking a sweat. But that doesn’t mean that crossing Bayh
an HPI interview. Sodrel was gauging the atmosphere in 10  and backing Obama is risk-free for Hoosier congressional
precincts in five counties on election day. "I found a lot of superdelegates. The senator will still control the state party
disgruntled Democrats,” he said. “The question is whether for the foreseeable future.

they will be disgruntled come November. I think some of In the end, the machinations surrounding the
them will be. Time will tell.” Democratic presidential nomination may not affect indi-
Hill was not vidual House races. Ellsworth and Don-

nelly are facing opponents who have a
long way to go to amass the financial
and political support to mount a serious
challenge.

In the 9th CD, Sodrel trails Hill
in cash on hand by a wide margin,
$308,000 to $990,000, according to
the latest Federal Election Commission
filing. But Sodrel says his fundraising is
ahead of where it was in 2004, when
he beat Hill to take over the seat,
which he lost in 2006. For his fourth '
contest against Hill in the last four
election cycles, Sodrel takes inspiration
from Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard,
who beat the heavily favored and much
better financed Democratic incumbent,

available for an HPI
interview on Wednesday.
He enthusiastically en-
dorsed Obama last week.
He praised Obama for
denouncing the contro-
versial former pastor of
his Chicago church and
praised Osama’s “strength
of character and commit-
ment to our nation that
transcends the personal.”
He went on to say
in a statement, “Senator
Obama has the capability
to change the tone and
tenor of politics in Wash-

Former congressman Mike Sodrel thinks a Barack
Obama nomination will help him in his fourth race
against U.S. Rep. Baron Hill)

ington.” Bart Peterson.

Hill's bold, ag- “Greg Ballard recently proved that
gressive endorsement is in stark contrast to the continued if you're right on the issues, you can
caution of two other Hoosier Democratic congressional overcome the money difference,” Sodrel said. «
freshmen, Reps. Brad Ellsworth (8th CD) and Joe Donnelly
(2nd CD). Neither Ellsworth nor Donnelly was available for Contacting
comment on Wednesday.

In a statement issued by his press secretary, Eliza- HOWEY POLITICS INDIANA
beth Farrar, Ellsworth seemed to indicate that he will back
Clinton, who won every county in Ellsworth’s southwest Business Office: 317-254-0535
Indiana district. Ellsworth said, “The American people, not Subscription/Passwords: 317-254-0535
superdelegates, should decide who the Democrat nomi-
nee will be. T will support the candidate 8th District voters Indianapolis Newsroom: 317-202-0210
choose unless there is a compelling reason to do other- Howey’s Mobile: 317-506-0883
wise.” Indianapolis Fax: 317-254-0535

Donnelly’s staff did not respond to an HPI Was_hington,_ DC Bureau: 202-256-5822
interview request. Last week, Donnelly said in a statement, Business Office: 317-254-0535
“Ultimately, I will support who I think would best serve our Subscription/Passwords: 317-254-0535
country as president.” He said he would consider who leads . .
in the delegate count and in the popular vote as well as Brian Howey: bhowgyZ@gman.com
who did best in the 2nd CD. On that latter count, Obama Mark Schoeff Jr maswwe@aol.com

Jack Howey jhowey2@comcast.net

won St. Joseph and Elkhart counties, but Clinton won deci- L.
sively in blue-collar Kokomo and Howard County, 55-44. www.howeypolitics.com
If Ellsworth and Donnelly decide to back Clin-



Maureen Dowd, New York Times:
Maureen Dowd, New York Times: (Hillary Clinton) showed
again with her squeaker win in Indiana that for many white
working-class men, she is The Man — more tenacious and
less concerned with the judgments of the tony set, econo-
mists and editorial writers. Talking up guns, going to the
Auto Racing Hall of Fame, speaking from the back of pickup
trucks and doing shots of populism with a cynicism chaser,
Hillary emerged from a lifetime of government limos to bask
as queen of the blue-collar prom. Nobility is
for losers. Hillary tore Barry’s wings off, and
so psyched him out with her silly goading
— “Enough about the speeches and the big
rallies!” she cried — that he gave up his
magical trump cards. Wandering around
Indiana, appearing in neighborhoods and at
diners without any advance notice, talking to
handfuls of people, Obama strived to seem
less lofty and more mortal. Hounded by
Hillary, Bill and Rev. Wright, he just looked
sort of numb. When Obama went to an
11:30 p.m. shift change at an auto components plant here,
a Newsday reporter on the scene noted that many of the
white men “were less likely to smile or look him in the eye
or seem impressed with him.” In a restaurant in Greenwood
on Tuesday, Obama approached an older white guy who
waved him off, muttering afterwards to a reporter: “I can't
stand him. He's a Muslim. He’s not even pro-American as far
as I'm concerned.” <

Rich James, post-Tribune: Hammond
Mayor Tom McDermott Jr. ought to just let it go. Get over
it, already. He stuck his nose in where it didn't belong and
got whacked. But like a punch-drunk fighter, he came back
for more and got smacked again. As Bob Knight's wife once
told him, “The horse is dead, get off it.” McDermott, the last
two weeks, has been sounding more like a Republican than
a Democrat. You may recall he criticized the Gary Communi-
ty School Corp. for taking some senior government students
to the poll to cast an early ballot. If this had been Lowell or
Kouts busing kids to the polls, you wouldn’t have heard a
peep out of the good mayor. But these were Gary students.
More specifically, they were black students. And McDer-
mott assumed that because they are black, they would be
voting for Barack Obama. The lion’s share probably did so.
I couldn’t blame them. Obama is an impressive candidate
-- although word had it that some female students may
have voted for Hillary Clinton. McDermott is a Hillary backer
-- not so much because of an admiration for Clinton, but
because he was pretty much told that is the direction he
would take. McDermott first said it was likely the students
were being manipulated and would be voting for Obama.
But then he said that’s not really what he meant to say even
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though he said it. What he meant to say was that it was

an improper use of public money to bus high school kids to
the poll to vote. "By that logic, could I use Hammond city
buses and city gas to ferry people to the polls when I run
for mayor?” McDermott asked. “It's not that different.” Well,
mayor, yes it is that different. <

Matt Tully, indianapolis Star: Indiana
loved its moment in the spotlight so much it refused to
give it up Tuesday night.Long after the polls
closed, long after North Carolina’s primary
had been called for Sen. Barack Obama,
long after many people had given up and
gone to bed, the nation and the world
waited for final results to come out of Indi-
ana. They waited. And waited. After 1 a.m.,
it appeared Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
had pulled out a narrow victory. But before
the race could be called, several hours had
passed and the national media had begun
to poke fun at Lake County, where mayors
bickered on CNN over delayed vote counting. The nation’s
eyes were still focused on Indiana. The spotlight we've
come to love was still shining on us. As the hours passed
without a decision Tuesday night, I had a thought: Excuse
me, Indiana. But it's over. The candidates and the national
media are ready to move on to West Virginia and Kentucky.
It's time to accept our fate. < -

Mark Barnett, Terre Haute Tribune-
Star: The results of the Indiana primary piling up Tuesday
night felt like the credits rolling at the end of a “Dr. Phil”
episode. Now that it’s over, imagine Doc McGraw asking,
“Did y'all learn anything from this?” Cynics will say no. But
the past two months — particularly the last 13 days — have
been like a massive group therapy session for Hoosiers, and
most of us have grown from enduring it. (Of course, any of
us who've felt compelled to groan while we've grown should
be forgiven. After all, how many times did we hear attack
ads remind us that gasoline costs $3.65 a gallon? The Dem-
ocratic presidential candidates’ campaigns spent $8.8 million
on TV commercials in Indiana, according to the Fort Wayne
Journal-Gazette. They could’ve bought Hoosiers 2,410,958
gallons of gas with that.) Seriously, being confronted by the
nation to choose between Sens. Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton forced open discussions at diners, dinner tables,
offices, bars and classrooms about a possibility that seemed
impossible not that long ago. America’s first female presi-
dent or its first black president could emerge from a victory
in the Indiana primary. Old apprehensions had to be dealt
with and, hopefully, shed.
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Peterson to teach
at Ball State

MUNCIE - Ball State Universi-
ty says former Indianapolis Mayor Bart
Peterson has accepted an appointment
as a visiting
professor of
public policy
(Associat-
ed Press).
Peterson
recently
completed a
fellowship at
the Institute
of Politics at Harvard University’s Ken-
nedy School of Government. At Ball
State, Peterson will lead a graduate
course in metropolitan problems at the
university’s Indianapolis Center this
fall. He will also teach a class on com-
munity planning at the Muncie campus
in spring 2009.
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Lake Co. embarrassed

by Election Night

CROWN POINT - The na-
tion watched Tuesday night as Lake
County election officials held the fate
of the Democratic presidential primary
in their hands -- and held it, and held
it and held it (Times of Northwest
Indiana). The delay provoked a
broadside of allegations from national,
state and local pundits of election
trickery in a county infamous for vote
fraud and political corruption. The
firestorm continued into Wednesday
-- long after election tallies were
finalized -- with national news crews
storming the Lake County Government
Complex in Crown Point, demand-
ing answers to the county’s delayed
results. To one Lake County political
leader, the county looked “stupid.”
“Lake County didn’t win last night,”
Lake County Surveyor George Van Til
said. “We look stupid.” He said this is
not the first time the county has been
late with election results. “The only
problem is, this time the whole world
was watching,” he said. Hammond
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Mayor Thomas McDermott, a Sen. Hill-
ary Clinton supporter, complained live
on CNN on Tuesday, "The appearance
of impropriety is high” and demanded
that Gary Mayor Rudy Clay, the county
Democratic chairman and a Sen.
Barack Obama supporter, “release the
numbers.” Clay responded, “There is
no hanky-panky going on here in Lake
County.” But Clay conceded Wednes-
day improvement was needed. “We're
going to make some changes,” he
said. “We've got to do better. Things
will be different in November (for the
general election).” Clay did not elabo-
rate on the changes.

Leyva to challenge
Visclosky for third time

CROWN POINT - Mark Leyva
said a torn retina left him half blind
in the weeks leading up to Tuesday’s
primary, forcing him to shelve his
campaigning (Times of Northwest
Indiana). Republican voters in North-
west Indiana saw the light anyway,
Leyva said, by giving him a fourth
chance to unseat veteran U.S. Rep.
Pete Visclosky, D-Ind. “This has been
a very special primary victory,” Leyva
said Wednesday, explaining that the
blindness in one eye that left him
bedridden for nearly two weeks now
is subsiding. “I just want to thank
God and all my voters and supporters
who give us hope and opportunity to
change leadership in November,” Leyva
said. Visclosky, a Merrillville Democrat
first elected in 1984, has dispatched
Leyva, a Highland carpenter, by more
than 2-1 margins in each of their past
three fall matchups. Visclosky drew no
primary challenger.

Obama spends more

in Lake County

CROWN POINT -
PORTER BALLOT SHORTAGES BAF-
FLING: The shortage of ballots in Por-
ter County cost some Democrats from
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casting their ballots, both election
officials and voters said (Post-Tribune).
Officials say they won't know how
many precincts ran short of the Demo-
cratic ballots Tuesday until after an
internal debriefing. That session will
take place sometime within a week,
when the remaining ballots, including
provisional, have been counted.

Recount possible
in HD19

CROWN POINT - District 19
Republican candidate Bill Johnson
may seek a recount in Tuesday’s close
primary race against Andrew Webster
(Post-Tribune). Final counts, depend-
ing on where the numbers come from,
put either a 24- or 25-vote differ-
ence between Johnson and Webster,
who was declared the winner. "We're
working on trying to figure out if we
are going to appeal,” Johnson said
Wednesday. “We're trying to figure
out the truth of the numbers.” Porter
County lists 184 votes for Johnson and
218 votes for Webster. Lake County
registered 975 votes for Johnson and
966 for Webster. The totals, 1,159 for
Johnson and 1,184 for Webster, differ
from those posted on the state Web
site, which put Johnson at 1,201 votes
and Webster at 1,225.

Lugar joins resolution
to help Burmese

WASHINGTON - The Senate
has passed a resolution introduced by
Senator John Kerry and a bipartisan
group of 19 Senators urging humani-
tarian aid to the Burmese people fol-
lowing the devastation of the cyclone
and accompanying tidal wave. There
are currently 100,000 people dead
and tens of thousands missing, with
disease spreading rampantly through-
out the flooded country. The resolution
was cosponsored Sen. Richard Lugar
(R-IN).



