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“Indiana restaurant conditions 
continued to deteriorate the past 
three months without any addi-
tional federal relief. It is impera-
tive that the hospitality industry 
be considered in a federal relief  
package.”
        - Patrick Tamm of the Indiana 		
      Restaurant & Lodging Association

Where will Mike Pence be in 2024?
The oddest White House
pairing in history will face
a split screen future
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
	 INDIANAPOLIS – At noon on Jan. 20, 
2021, America appears set for another Donald 
Trump-era split screen moment: President-elect 
Joe Biden takes the oath of office in Washing-
ton in a pandemic-induced virtual ceremony 
attended by people in masks; President Trump 
in South Florida at a super-spreader MAGA rally 
declaring for a third presidential run and second 
term in 2024.
	 Leading up to this moment will be 
a familiar question: Where is Vice President 
Mike Pence? And what will his legacy be after 
four years as the junior member of the oddest 
POTUS couple since President Adams and Vice 
President Jefferson?
	 On the former question, it will take time to de-
termine Pence’s legacy. He had his policy moments, with 
Pence steering three U.S. Supreme Court nominees into 
power, essentially winning the abortion wars, along with  

Most powerful veep
By MARK SOUDER
	 FORT WAYNE – Regardless of what happens next 
in his life, the last four years have been a remarkable 
experience for Vice President Mike Pence. There have been 
48 vice presidents in U.S. history. Former Vice President 
Joe Biden will become only the third to be elected to the 

office since Abraham Lincoln 
(the other two were Richard 
Nixon and George H.W. Bush). 
The others first achieved office 
through the death of a presi-
dent. In other words, being vice 
president is not a safe ticket to 
the presidency.	
	 However, Vice President 
Pence was unique among vice 
presidents. Most vice presidents 
had roles similar to the color-

				     Continued on page 4

the creation of the Space Force topping the list. But Trump 
handed off to Pence the chair of the White House Corona-
virus Task Force in what could be a career-ender. It was 
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ful description given the position by 
former powerful House Speaker James 
Garner that it “wasn’t worth a bucket 
of warm spit.” In other words, even 
powerful figures on Capitol Hill like 
Garner and later Lyndon Baines John-
son, watched that power be sapped 
away by aggressive presidents with 
clear agendas and a cadre of individu-
als who understood government and 
how to utilize its power as a team. 
	 President Trump had some 
potential problems from the very be-
ginning. He was clear on a few things 
he wanted; for example, a wall along 
the entire southern border, withdrawal 
from Afghanistan as part of no more 
foreign wars, limitations on free trade, 
and an emphasis on nationalism not 
internationalism.
	 As the campaign progressed, 
Trump flip-flopped his social posi-
tions in making a “deal” for the votes 
of social conservatives. Those issues 
became identified with Trump even 
though he had actually previously 
been a liberal on most of them. Very 
liberal on key ones, in fact. But he 
was malleable on those issues for 
votes. 
	 On economic issues, conser-
vatism is more divided. For example, 
on trade, traditional manufacturing 
interests have long favored a variety 
of protectionist positions. Sometimes 
those issues are aligned with military 
interests, as we learned that fickle 
allies or enemies can disrupt our 
military security. On the other hand, 
many businesses are dependent upon 
international trade, including some 
manufacturing interests. For example, 
in Indiana we are both the largest 
producer of American steel and one 

of the largest producers of American-
made transportation vehicles, yet 
also the home of worldwide trade 
leaders Eli Lilly, the orthopedics in-
dustry, and in agriculture.
	 All conservatives believe 
lower taxes are good, and all believe 
in less regulation of business than 
anyone who credibly calls themselves 
a liberal. However, positions on the 
relative importance of spending con-
trols widely vary. In the real world, 
most conservative voters seldom 
really care about deficits. They do 
generally want to control government 
spending on social welfare programs 
(not including such things as Social 
Security, Medicare, or student loans 
which are the largest amounts of so-
cial spending and debt obligations).  
	 Beyond that, disagree-
ments dominate issues like defense 
spending, highway funding, agricul-
ture support, and almost everything 
else. Trump, beyond an occasional 
loud verbal protest so he could 
switch political blame to Congress, 
used the veto less than almost 
anyone before him. His battles on 
spending were not, in most cases, re-
ally about money but trying to build 
a wall or some sort of other special 
goal of his. He traded debt for his 
special projects. This was his call, not 
Mike Pence’s, but Pence did influence 
many economic decisions.
	 President Trump had a cadre 
of activist supporters, but they were 
mostly verbal firebombers, not peo-
ple with any experience about how 
to accomplish his goals. His “team” 
mostly consisted of crowds riled up 
by simplistic rhetoric that remained 
as simplistic after four years in office 
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as it was when Trump ran for office. It was as if he seldom 
read briefing books or absorbed many facts. There was no 
nuance. 
	 Ronald Reagan, at times, used simplistic examples 
and even marginal facts to convey a thematic point. So, 
for that matter, did Presidents Clinton and Obama. Reagan, 
however, had a proven track record as a reader and writer. 
And Reagan developed followers committed to the mes-
sage principles he delivered over and over. Not to mention 
that Reagan had twice been elected governor of America’s 
largest state. Reagan understood both the critical impor-
tance of rhetoric, and the necessity of 
trade-offs to advance principles.
	 Mike Pence knew all of 
these things about Trump when he 
sought the vice presidency. He made a 
deal. Obviously, he did not approve of 
the president’s tone and style. Actu-
ally, Donald Trump was the opposite of 
almost every moral principle that Mike 
Pence has ever stood for; Mike treated 
people kindly, he didn’t go around 
abusing them. He disagreed agreeably. 
People didn’t like him for his policies, but he was nice. He 
was respectful of minorities. He listened reasonably well, 
though also was very principled.
	 Mike Pence was, and is, ambitious. People who 
aren’t ambitious don’t become a congressman, governor 
and never vice president. But had Mike’s life been pure 
ambition, standing reasonably firm on questions related to 
homosexuality was not smart politics. Or abortion. While 
social conservatism as a whole is a solid minority in the 
Republican Party, it is not a “moral majority” nor is it any-
thing close to a majority of all Americans when taken as a 
package. Being pro-life is one thing, which is a near major-
ity. But add that to gay rights, pornography, gambling, the 
importance of sexual abstinence outside traditional mar-
riage, and other issues and it is not a great political cause 
to be how you are identified. It is a principled policy: Not a 
politically driven one. And, furthermore, the political value 
of these issues ebb and flow, and currently are on the 
ebbing side.
	 In other words, Pence had ambitions but not 
unlimited ambition. So, what did he trade? Basically, 
silence on criticizing the president. Essentially, he neutered 
himself to many as a voice on personal conduct in office,  
not just the president’s personal life or flat-out misstate-
ments. But also on Trump’s tone on issue after issue. Many 
policy questions that relate to personal moral accountabil-
ity (e.g. conflicts of interest, special favors) require trans-
parency. People were regularly personally trashed, includ-
ing many conservatives who had been friends of VP Pence, 
but silence meant not publicly contradicting the president 
when reputations were besmirched.
	 In return, Mike Pence became the actual president 
on many issues. My assumption (none of this is based 
upon any conversation with him or anyone who worked 

with him in the White House) is that several important 
traits of Mike came into play. He doesn’t like to criticize oth-
ers publicly (which tailored quite nicely with not criticizing 
Trump) and secondly, he knows how to manipulate through 
praise and identifying what another person desires.
	 For example, Pence clearly ran educational policy. 
Mike has a vision on the subject, a long consistent vision. 
He had allies such as the Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
who could implement it with an ideological team. It is easy 
to understand how he could win Trump’s support: “Mr. 
president, the teacher’s unions detest you. They are the 

core of the Democrat Party. We need to 
weaken their monopoly support. Plus your 
base will love it.”
	 For example, Pence clearly ran 
health care policy. The president said he 
would get rid of Obamacare. But clearly 
Trump didn’t even know what that meant, 
other than getting rid of the individual 
mandate. The President didn’t like detail. 
Mike, and more importantly, his allies liked 
details. Hoosiers like Alex Azar and Seema 
Verma staffed key positions in the agency. 

	 For example, Pence was the internal advocate 
of conservative court appointments. Does anyone seriously 
think the president knew the Federalist Society well enough 
to call them up to provide a list of prospective nominees? 
Pence could show how this could benefit the president po-
litically. There were plenty of allies inside the White House 
on this subject, including later scorned AG Jeff Sessions, 
but none were vice president and likely few, other than 
former Pence pollster Kellyanne Conway, knew how to sell 
the ideas to the president.
	 Finally, Pence was clearly influential on most 
foreign policy issues, especially on Israel. In fact, Trump 
reversed his position on Israel and the Palestinians. It was 
probably easy for a skilled persuader like Mike Pence to 
link the president to Prime Minister Netanyahu. I personally 
doubt that the vice president was on board with Trump on 
all foreign policy issues (e.g. Afghanistan, Trump’s skepti-
cism about 9/11) but on many, Mike Pence was similar to 
the president (e.g. China). In foreign policy, far too many 
people influence it for any one person to control it, but 
Mike Pence influenced those issues on which he cared 
about the most.
	 It has been a bumpy ride for the vice president, 
but regardless of what happens in the future, effectively, on 
many of his issues, Mike Pence has already functioned as 
president of the United States because of the trade-offs he 
made. One can argue whether the trade-offs were worth it, 
even without knowing how much his calming influence on 
the president saved us from who knows what other dam-
age, but the fact is that Mike Pence may have been one of 
the most powerful vice presidents this nation has ever had.

Souder is a former Republican congressman from 
Indiana.
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Trump calling the shots, or perhaps more appropriately, 
failing to do so. Pence had to step aside when Trump real-
ized last Spring the 5 p.m. daily task force briefings were 
a conspicuous stage for his reality show, until the good 
ratings disappeared with the second wave of the pandemic 
that Pence insisted in a June Wall Street Journal op-ed was 
merely a media concoction.
	 Pence had other policy failures that can be 
traced to Trump. He headed the “transition” from President 
Obama to Trump, inheriting a team headed by Chris Chris-
tie, until the day after the election when all his preparation 
ended up in a Trump Tower dumpster and the former New 
Jersey governor was out on his keister. Pence was later 
charged with heading the Presidential Advisory Commis-
sion on Election Integrity to quench Trump’s thirst for a 
culprit after he lost the popular vote by 3 million to Hillary 
Clinton. That commission found no widespread fraud and 
disbanded the following year.
	 In the aftermath of the 2020 election, President 
Trump has been actively trying to subvert the will of the 
people, bending the arms 
and ears of local state elec-
tion officials in Michigan, 
Arizona, Georgia and Penn-
sylvania. Like other contro-
versial times in the White 
House, Pence has stayed 
in the shadows rather than 
actively seeking out a coup 
d’etat.
	 “As the votes con-
tinue to be counted, we’re 
going to remain vigilant, 
as the president said,” 
Pence said. “We’re go-
ing to protect the integrity of the vote.” But when former 
Trump campaign manager Corey Lewandowski attempted 
to get Pence to attend a confab of Pennsylvania legisla-
tors in Gettysburg designed to orchestrate an alternative 
list of Republican electors, Pence Chief of Staff Marc Short 
slammed that door. In a statement to the New York Times, 
Trump campaign spokeswoman Ali Pardo said, “Vice Presi-
dent Pence has been in constant contact with our team 
and extremely involved in the campaign’s legal efforts, do-
ing everything we and the president have asked of him as 
well as leading efforts to raise money for the legal fund.”
	 There have also been social media flares sug-
gesting that as Trump seeks to pardon himself, his adult 
children and attorney Giuliani from, apparently, White 
House era crimes, there has been talk about Trump resign-
ing, and a “President Pence” doling the Get Out of Jail 
cards.
	 New York Attorney General Letita James said on 
Tuesday, “The vast majority of legal scholars have indi-
cated that he cannot pardon himself. What he could do is 

step down and allow … Vice President Pence, to pardon 
him. I suspect that he will pardon his family members, his 
children, his son-in-law, and individuals in his administra-
tion as well as some of his close associates. And then I 
suspect, at some point in time, he will step down and 
allow the vice president to pardon him.”
	 Legal scholars are divided on whether Trump 
could pardon himself, with Michigan State University Law 
Prof. Brian Kalt telling the Associated Press, “You could 
say, implicit in the definition of a pardon or implicit in the 
notion of granting a pardon — because the Constitution 
uses the word ‘grant’ — is that it’s two separate people. 
You can’t grant something to yourself. You can’t pardon 
yourself.”
	 This scenario has never been tested in court.
	 Don’t expect Mike and Karen Pence to trade 
a few weeks as president for historic ignominy, unless he 
has decided to foreclose his life-long goal of calling 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. home. All one has to do is look back 
on President Gerald Ford’s Sept. 8, 1974, “full, free, and 
absolute pardon” of President Nixon following the latter’s 
Watergate-induced resignation to see the dead end politi-
cal ramifications.

	Ford’s approval rating dropped 
from 71% to 50% in the howling 
days after that move as it was 
widely described as a “corrupt 
bargain” as opposed to what Ford 
described as the “end to our long 
national nightmare.”  He ended up 
losing to Jimmy Carter in 1976. 
After Ford left the White House 
in 1977, he justified his pardon 
by carrying in his wallet a portion 
of the text of Burdick v. United 
States, a 1915 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that stated that a 
pardon carries an “imputation of 

guilt and that its acceptance carries a confession of guilt.”
	 The inaugural/MAGA split screen on Jan. 20 will 
come during one of the darkest public health moments in 
U.S. history. How the rest of this pandemic unfolds has 
the potential to determine the political fates of Trump and 
Pence.
	 All eyes will be on Vice President Pence has he 
fulfills his constitutional duty on Jan. 6, certifying before 
Congress the Dec. 14 Electoral College results that will 
officially make Joe Biden the winner, President Trump the 
loser.
	 Will Pence part ways with Trump and extend the 
same courtesy to Vice President-elect Kamala Harris that 
Vice President Biden did with Mike and Karen Pence in 
2016, inviting her and her family to the Naval Observatory 
residence?
	 And after this peaceful transition of power ends, 
will Mike and Karen Pence return to Indiana where he re-
portedly will write a book, and give paid speeches? Or will 

Pence, from page 1
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he take the helm of Liberty University in Virginia following 
the Falwell sex scandal?
	 As for Donald Trump and 2024, there is a wide 
gulf of time and events that will sort things out. At the 
onset, Trump looks powerful. A Politico/Morning Consult 
poll released Wednesday revealed 76% of Republicans 
and 60% of independents expect Trump to run in 2024. 
A Newsmax/McLaughlin poll of Republicans and indepen-
dents who vote in Republican primaries found that 68% 
would pick Trump in the 2024 primary out of a field of 13 
other candidates including Pence and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-
Texas). Among Republican voters alone, 53% told pollsters 
they’d pick Trump in the primary, with Pence trailing at 
just 9%. A Politico Poll had Trump leading Pence 53-12%, 
with Donald Trump Jr., the only other Republican men-
tioned, at 8%. But these polls are virtually meaningless.
	 Trump announcing a third campaign on Jan. 
20 might actually be the best thing for Pence’s own White 
House aspirations because it could possibly freeze much of 
what could be an unwieldy GOP field.
	 If he doesn’t opt for a university presidency or 
take the helm of a think tank, Pence could emulate an-
other former vice president, Richard M. Nixon. President 
Eisenhower’s veep lost a razor-thin race to Democrat John 
F. Kennedy in 1960 in which there really was substantive 
vote fraud in Illinois, Texas and Missouri that plausibly de-
nied the Republican victory. Nixon decided 
it wasn’t in the national interest to contest 
the results during this Cold War era with 
the Soviet Union. Instead, Nixon returned 
to California where he lost a gubernato-
rial race in 1962, ending with that stormy 
press conference at which he departed, 
saying, “You won’t have Richard Nixon to 
kick around anymore.”
	 By 1966, Nixon stumped for 86 
Republican candidates for governor and Congress. When 
the dust settled, 59 of them won, for the political equiva-
lent .686 batting average. Veteran GOP operative Ed Rol-
lins observed, “No one remembers who won or lost, only 
that he was out there.”
	 Nixon collected more than 86 IOUs, which set him 
on course to defeat Nelson Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan, 
George Romney and Harold Stassen for the 1968 Repub-
lican presidential nomination. Nixon then defeated Demo-
crat Vice President Hubert Humphrey 43.7% to 42.7%, 
with Alabama Gov. George Wallace winning 13.5% and 
five southern states. Nixon’s vote plurality was just over 
500,000.
	 Last Friday, Trump was asked on Fox & Friends 
if he would endorse Pence in 2024. “Well ... I love Mike, 
we are running again, you’re talking about a long time, 
so you can’t put me in that position. But I certainly would 
give it very strong consideration. He’s a very, very out-
standing person.”
	 While 74 million Americans voted for Trump, 
which would be a record if Joe Biden hadn’t polled 81 mil-

lion votes, it’s important to remember that Wendell Willkie 
also won a record number of votes for a losing nominee 
(22,347,744) in his 1940 race against President Franklin 
Roosevelt.
	 Four years is a long time and Trump will have a 
plethora of challenges, ranging from his legal tax dilemma 
surrounding the Trump Organization pressed by the 
Southern District of New York (Ivanka Trump was deposed 
for five hours earlier this month), the half a billion dollars 
in personal notes that will come due over the next four 
years, and his health (there has been no explanation of an 
unscheduled November 2019 trip to Walter Reed). Trump 
would be age 78 (the same age as Biden today), while 
Biden will be 82.
	 Will President Trump be able to stave off the next 
generation of presidential level Republicans?
	 Personal problems aside, the perceptions of Don-
ald Trump within the Republican Party will likely evolve. 
Will Republicans want to nominate someone who failed 
to win the popular vote twice? Whose 2016 upset victory 
was considered to be everything from a fluke to drawing 
a royal flush? Who substantially ran behind a number of 
down-ballot Republicans in 2020?
	 Former national security advisor John Bolton 
told The Atlantic’s Peter Nicholas, “Once Trump is no lon-
ger in the Oval Office, once a Trump Twitter rant doesn’t 

risk exiling a member of Congress to Siberia, 
the dynamic will change dramatically. He’s 
not going to disappear, but it’s very different 
when you’re a former president as opposed 
to a sitting president.”
	 Larry Sabato of the University of Virginia’s 
Center for Politics said that running and 
winning as a defeated vice president will be 
tough for Pence, adding that the vice presi-
dent would need to reshape perceptions of 

the 2020 race, perhaps blaming the pandemic. “He could 
say, ‘We ran into some very bad luck, but we’re going to 
work hard to restore the sensible priorities that are being 
ruined by that leftist socialist Joe Biden,’” Sabato said. 
	 We Hoosiers know that Pence has the where-
withall to do just that, packed neatly and tightly into a 
disciplined set of talking points that could be used as he 
cris-crosses the nation in 2022 barnstorming for the party.
	 Former vice president Dan Quayle could be 
another dose of reality for Pence. Quayle lost in 1992 
with President George H.W. Bush, sat out the 1996 race 
(Indiana Sen. Richard Lugar ran for president that cycle), 
then tried a comeback in 1999 for the 2000 cycle. Quayle’s 
problem was that Texas Gov. George W. Bush was able 
to clear much of the field, with the exception of U.S. Sen. 
John McCain.
	 Quayle thinks that his old buddy Pence will run, 
telling The Atlantic’s Peter Nicholas, “He’s been an effec-
tive and loyal vice president to Donald Trump. I would 
think he’d get a lot of credit for that. But it’s not automat-
ic.” v
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Pence legacy
to be determined
By DAVE KITCHELL
	 LOGANSPORT – As one biographer opined in a 
radio interview in recent years, the moment the fortunes 
of Mike Pence changed probably involved Indianapolis 
International Airport.
	 If not for a problem with Donald Trump’s jet, 
which forced Trump and his party to spend the night 
with Pence at the Governor’s Residence in Indianapolis, 

Pence may have never been vice 
president, or may be finishing his 
second term as governor.
	 What we can say about 
his legacy is that it is still too 
early to be determined. What we 
can say about the relationship he 
had as a vice president with the 
president is that this has been an 
odd couple: One man who paid 
to cover up an extra-marital affair 
with Stormy Daniels, and another 
who went to the mat for Sen. Ted 
Cruz as a Republican presidential 

candidate, a staunch conservative.
	 It would appear to be a gross contradiction of 
values. And yet, in the end, Pence probably did more to 
advance Trump’s presidency than Trump did for him. With 
Trump ushering former GOP strongman Reince Preibus 
out the door as White House chief of staff 
along with many other Republicans, Pence 
found ways to be valuable to the Trump White 
House. Look at the number of Trump ap-
pointees from Indiana, not the least of which 
is Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett, 
and you see the influence.
	 While Pence faced enormous 
pushback from the RFRA debacle in Indiana 
that forced him to pay for public relations 
support, the vice presidency afforded him an 
opportunity for atonement. Had he been able 
to chair the Coronavirus Task Force in a way 
that actually effected more measures initially, 
that would have prevented the problems the 
nation is experiencing now, he probably would 
have been viewed as a likely Republican 
candidate in 2024. But clearly, he didn’t have 
the power to create his own plan for fighting 
a pandemic.
	 The Pence political career is one of 
undulation. It started with two failed cam-
paigns against former Rep. Phil Sharp. His 
hard-hitting anti-abortion ads were refused 
by one Indiana television station for being too 

graphic.
	 An MSNBC profile of Pence when he was governor 
found he was originally a Democrat from Columbus, Ind. 
Yet he became a Republican because he knew it was the 
only way for him to win public office in Indiana.
	 Pence enjoyed years as a talk radio host and 
as head of the Indiana Policy Review Foundation in Fort 
Wayne. His years in Congress were not particularly dis-
tinguishable, but he was able to make connections that 
served him well during his vice presidency.
	 If anything, his stronger than bold views on 
religious freedom and kneeling before the national anthem 
were his hamartia. Rather than bring the state and/or the 
country together on these issues, he ensconced himself as 
a polar extreme who staunchly served Donald Trump, an 
impeached president.
	 He’ll be remembered for an innocuous fly on his 
forehead in the vice-presidential debate. He’ll be remem-
bered as the chickory that mellowed the fierce tweeting of 
the president. He’ll be memorialized for the staid conserva-
tive ways reflected in skits by SNL’s Beck Bennett.
	 While the political career of Mike Pence is likely 
over, we likely have not seen the last of him. Expect him to 
head a conservative think tank, a university or a corporate 
board. Whether he ever lives in Indiana again is anyone’s 
guess, but don’t be surprised if that happens.
	 There are likely many days when Pence has to ask 
himself if being vice president was really worth it. That’s 
a question those writing his biographies will be asking as 
well. v

Kitchell is the former mayor of Logansport.
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Indiana’s historic
casualty events
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
	 INDIANAPOLIS – We are now enduring one of the 
biggest high casualty events in Indiana history.
	 In the second month of the mysterious COVID-19 
pandemic last April, a consensus developed among epi-
demiologists: Because this highly contagious and deadly 
virus transmitted from one human to another via tiny 
aerosol droplets, the best way to contain the disease was 
to wear a face mask.
	 Officials ranging from 
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb, 
Health Commissioner Kristina 
Box, National Institutes of 
Health Dr. Anthony Fauci and 
CDC Director Robert Redfield 
have repeatedly emphasized 
that face masks save lives. In a 
July 1 Facebook video, Holcomb 
explained, “Wearing a face 
mask is one of the simplest, 
most effective ways to slow 
the spread of the virus, but we 
need everyone to do their part 
to keep our state safe.” 
	 On July 14, Dr. Redfield 
said, “We are not defenseless 
against COVID-19. Cloth face 
coverings are one of the most 
powerful weapons we have to 
slow and stop the spread of the 
virus – particularly when used 
universally within a commu-
nity setting. All Americans have a responsibility to protect 
themselves, their families, and their communities.”
	 President Trump decided not to lead by example. 
On Aug. 13, while an unexpected second wave swept 
across America after Trump repeatedly suggested the 
pandemic would just “disappear,” he used his powerful 
bully pulpit to say, “We have urged Americans to wear 
masks, and I emphasized this is a patriotic thing to do. 
Maybe they’re great, and maybe they’re just good. Maybe 
they’re not so good.”
	 What resulted is that the easiest and most ef-
fective way to staunch the COVID tide became politicized.
	 A week ago, Dr. Redfield issued an ominous warn-
ing: “The reality is, December and January and February 
are going to be rough times. I actually believe they’re 
going to be the most difficult time in the public health 
history of this nation.” He predicted 450,000 deaths by 
February. 
	 As I write this on Dec. 3, there are 273,590 
American deaths, 5,748 in Indiana, while the Indiana 

State Department of Health reported record 8,527 new 
infections and 60 more deaths. Indiana’s medical systems 
are on the brink, with 3,381 COVID hospitalizations on 
Dec. 1, while there were just 20.5% of Intensive Care Unit 
beds available (45.2% were being used by COVID patients) 
and available ventilators stood at 69.7%.
	 The University of Washington’s Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation site, which has been very accurate, 
predicts 9,903 Hoosier COVID deaths by March 1, though 
if there was “universal” mask use (at 90%), the projected 
death toll by March 21 would be about 8,100. It puts 
Indiana’s mask usage rate at about 63%. It is forecast-
ing 28,000 infections a day at the pandemic’s third wave 
peak around Jan. 21, then declining to around 12,000 by 

March 21. It is predicting the apex 
of the hospitalization spike at just 
over 6,000 by Christmas, compared 
to 3,441 COVID hospitalizations on 
Tuesday. 
		  So the 37% of Hoosiers 
determined not to wear masks to 
protect their neighbors will probably 
bring about 1,800 additional deaths.
		  In our 204 years of his-
tory, we’ve endured a number of 
high casualty incidents. The down-
town Richmond explosion in April 
1968 killed 41 people and injured 
141. The Indiana Fairgrounds Coli-
seum explosion in 1963 killed 74 and 
injured about 400. The 1965 Palm 
Sunday tornadoes killed 137, while 
the 1974 Super Outbreak tornadoes 
killed 47 while injuring more than 
600 people.
		  During the Civil War, 
25,028 Hoosiers lost their lives, 

including 7,243 on battlefields and 17,785 due to disease. 
In World War II, 8,131 soldiers from Indiana were killed. 
World War I claimed 1,420 of our men, the Korean War 
claimed 742, and 983 were killed during the Vietnam War.
	 If you want a more apples-to-apples comparison, 
the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918/1919 killed an estimated 
10,000 Hoosiers.
	 So what we are experiencing and enduring is one 
of the highest casualty events in our history. And as I’ve 
written before, when historians look back on this pandem-
ic, they are going to wonder why people didn’t buy into the 
notion of protecting themselves and their neighbors.
	 It would be unfair to blame President Trump for 
this pandemic, which would have posed intense dilemmas 
for any government. But when it came to mitigating its 
impact, he refused to set an example. His former campaign 
manager, Brad Parscale, believes if Trump had embraced 
masking up, he would have won “in a landslide” last 
month.
	 Trump lost, while the Republican Party out-per-
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Pandemic lays bare our
information problems
By LEE HAMILTON
	 BLOOMINGTON – When the history of this era is 
written, special attention should be reserved for the promi-
nent U.S. politicians who dismissed or misrepresented the 
COVID-19 pandemic for political purposes.
	 The coronavirus has wreaked untold suffering and 

damage to this country through 
the deaths it’s caused, the illness 
it’s produced, the strain it has 
placed on the lives and well-being 
of health care workers, and the 
incredible damage it’s done to 
the livelihoods and prospects of 
millions of Americans. It has been 
able to do this because we had a 
major failure of government.
	 To be sure, at the state 
level many governors have con-
ducted themselves with forthright 

attention to the risks to their populations and have done 
their best to translate scientific and medical advice into 
policies designed to save lives while trying to undergird 
their economies. But at the federal level, with the notable 
exception of the effort to fast-track research and produc-
tion of a vaccine, we mostly failed to mobilize resources 
and take the measures necessary to combat the virus, 
starting early this year when the virus first emerged on the 
West Coast.
	 In particular, we failed to provide a compre-
hensive, federally led nationwide strategy providing clear 
guidance on mask-wearing, offering resources for contact 
tracing, and helping states develop their approaches to 
quarantining for those exposed to the virus, the three legs 
vital for early containment.
	 Instead, President Trump repudiated and dis-
regarded the advice of experts and health officials and 
offered a misleading narrative about the spread of the 
virus abating in the spring. His misinformation was picked 
up and amplified by news outlets and by politicians who 
alleged that concern about the pandemic was just a hoax 
peddled by President Trump’s opponents and would disap-
pear as soon as the election was over.

	 Or, even worse, he misled Americans about hy-
droxychloroquine and other drugs. In other words, many 
Americans were fed bad information at a time when high-
quality information was necessary to stem the spread of 
the virus and limit the number of deaths.
	 The result has been devastating, and not just to 
our public health efforts. For many decades, the U.S. has 
been the leader of the international order, the undisputed 
power, with vast wealth, economic and military power, 
and global reach. But our image has been tarnished badly 
because of the mishandling of this outbreak, made worse 
over the last four years by our willingness to step away 
from alliances and international organizations. We are 
weaker on the world stage than we were a few years ago, 
and especially since the start of the pandemic.
	 The problem with reaching this point was 
summed up cogently back in October by John Halpin 
of the Center for American Progress, as part of a study 
looking at the alarming rise in Americans’ willingness to 
believe conspiracy theories, unfounded rumors, and al-
ready disproven claims. “American society faces a genuine 
crisis in public trust in government, corporations, and the 
media, exacerbated by wide partisan divides about who 
and what to believe,” he said. “If we cannot agree on basic 
facts about what is going on in our country, there is little 
hope of generating consensus on what needs to be done 
to control the pandemic and fix our economy. Rebuilding 
public trust in major institutions, and the information they 
provide the public, is now a national priority.”
	 I agree. 
	 In many ways, the world of information has im-
proved from the days when just a handful of news sources 
provided Americans with what we needed to know, but 
there was also a benefit to those times. We might have 
disagreed about how to tackle national problems, but we 
all understood what those problems were. Today, people 
stick to the news sources they agree with, creating a 
muddle of American public opinion and making it extreme-
ly difficult for policy makers to find the common ground 
needed to accomplish difficult and ambitious policy goals.
	 This is a significant challenge for the United 
States, and we have got to get on top of it sooner rather 
than later. v

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and International Studies.

formed him in down ballot races across Indiana and the 
nation. “One, two percent possibly we lost of suburban 
families, right?” Parscale said. “I think that goes to one 
thing, and I think it was the decision on COVID to go for 
opening the economy versus public empathy. And I think a 
young family with a young child who were scared to take 
them back to school wanted to see an empathetic presi-

dent. If he would have been publicly empathetic, he would 
have won by a landslide.”
	 The good news is that the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines should be on the way beginning Dec. 15. Gov. 
Eric Holcomb is not going to make this vaccine manda-
tory, leaving open the question as to whether this medical 
breakthrough will, too, become politicized. v
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Rokita: Nullify 20.4M votes 		
	 Indiana’s former chief elections officer and its 
next attorney general is urging the U.S. Supreme Court to 
toss out the votes of 20.4 million Americans in four states 
to help secure a second term for Republican President 
Donald Trump (Carden, NWI Times). Republican Attorney 
General-elect Todd Rokita, a Munster native, announced 
his support Tuesday for a lawsuit filed by the state of 
Texas that seeks scuttle all the votes cast for president in 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia, and to 
have the Republican-controlled legislatures in those states 
appoint Trump electors, instead of the Joe Biden elec-
tors chosen by the people. Rokita said millions of Indiana 
citizens “have deep concerns” about the presidential elec-
tion, particularly as “some in the media and the political 
class simply try to sidestep legitimate issues raised about 
the election for the sake of expediency.” “Only the U.S. 
Supreme Court can settle this real controversy among the 
states,” Rokita said. “Only by taking up this case and al-
lowing a full and fair hearing of the facts will the Supreme 
Court help restore the confidence of the American people 
in our elections.”

Pandemic to make budget harder
	 Legislators expect writing a new state budget 
to be harder than usual — and not just because there 
may be less money (Berman, WIBC). The pandemic is 
expected to reduce the money the state has to work with 
in a new two-year budget. But House Speaker Huston 
says it’ll also make it harder to predict how much money 
there will be. Not only must forecasters make their best 
guess at how much the economy will recover, but they 
also don’t know how much federal help the state can 
expect. Legislative analysts will present their forecast this 
month, marking the informal start of the budget process. 
As always, they’ll update the forecast in April, a couple of 
weeks before the end of the session in April, as legislators 
make their final spending decisions.

Holcomb, INDOT releases $101M to munis
	 Gov. Eric J. Holcomb and Indiana Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Joe McGuinness Tuesday an-
nounced 241 Indiana cities, towns, and counties received 
a combined $101 million in state matching funds for local 
road projects through Community Crossings, a component 
of the Governor’s Next Level Roads program.
	 “As we navigate through the challenges cre-
ated by the COVID-19 pandemic, we’re as committed as 
ever to improving and building our state’s infrastructure,” 
Holcomb said. “I’m incredibly pleased that we’re able to 
fund all of the high-priority local road projects submitted 
in this round. Taking care of our local roads is key to mak-
ing sure our communities remain attractive places to grow 
businesses and create careers.” The Community Crossings 
Initiative has provided more than $830 million in state 
matching funds for construction projects. v

White House says 
Indiana must stem
rampant COVID spread
Howey Politics Indiana
	 WASHINGTON — The latest report from the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force said Indiana must increase 
mitigation efforts to combat the ongoing surge in CO-
VID-19 cases (WRTV). The report, obtained by ABC News, 

said Indiana needs to implement 
key state and local policies with an 
additional focus on “uniform be-
havioral change including masking, 
physical distancing, hand hygiene, 
no indoor gatherings outside of 
immediate households, and aggres-
sive testing” to find the asymptom-

atic individuals responsible for the majority of infectious 
spread.
	 “Despite the severity of this surge and the threat 
to the hospital systems, many state and local governments 
are not implementing the same mitigation policies that 
stemmed the tide of the summer surge; that must happen 
now,” the report said. The report classifies Indiana in the 
red zone for cases, indicating 101 or more new cases per 
100,000 population. Indiana has the fifth-highest rate in 
the country. Indiana is also in the red zone for test positiv-
ity, indicating a rate at or above 10.1% with the 10th high-
est rate in the country. Three counties alone — Marion, 
Lake and Allen — accounted for 25.9% of new cases in the 
state.
	 The report also notes that daily deaths in Indiana 
continue to rise rapidly. The 7-day rolling average rose to 
76 per day, which is “far above the peak set in spring.”
“We share the strong concern of Indiana’s leaders that the 
current situation is extremely critical with more favorable 
outcomes dependent on the collective effort of Indiana’s 
residents,” the report said. 

Huston releases standing committees
	 House Speaker Todd Huston (R-Fishers) released 
House standing committee appointments, which are made 
biennially after each election. “We have many new mem-
bers who bring a wide range of talent and experience from 
both the public and private sectors to our already strong 
team,” Huston said. “Despite the challenging budget ses-
sion ahead, we have a full bench of legislators who are 
ready to get to work and tackle the top issues that matter 
most to Hoosiers.”
	 House lawmakers are scheduled to convene at 
1:30 p.m. on Jan. 4 for the first day of the 2021 legislative 
session. Click here to download the complete list of House 
standing committee appointments.

https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/rokita-urging-u-s-supreme-court-to-throw-out-20-4-million-ballots-to-aid/article_3de18da7-89b5-5ca6-80bc-2b57e9a586ad.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-1
https://www.wibc.com/news/coronavirus/writing-of-new-state-budget-is-cloaked-in-pandemic-uncertainty/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/INDOT/bulletins/2b0295c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/INDOT/bulletins/2b0295c
https://www.wrtv.com/news/coronavirus/white-house-panel-covid-19-mitigation-efforts-in-indiana-must-increase
https://www.indianahouserepublicans.com/clientuploads/PDF/2021/House_Committee_Assignments_122nd_General_Assembly_FV.pdf
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Some Democrats
voted for Holcomb;
why is that bad?
By PETE SEAT
	 INDIANAPOLIS – A sizable percentage of Indiana 
Democrats – approximately 23% based on a SurveyUSA 
poll conducted two weeks before the election – voted for 
Governor Eric Holcomb’s reelection. 
	 That, I am told, earns him a lifetime membership 

in the club of RINO – Republi-
cans in Name Only. It’s a club 
with no defined membership cri-
teria other than random people 
screaming “RINO!” at their 
television when a RINO appears. 
But those shouts and this polling 
data, I am also told, is enough 
to give him a status more rari-
fied than being Twitter verified 
(which, by the way, I am).
	 And if Holcomb is a mem-
ber, his former boss, Mitch Dan-

iels, must be one, too. Remember him? He’s the former 
governor of Indiana who was known as The Blade for his 
obsession with fiscal prudence, but he’s obviously a RINO 
himself since Hoosier voters split their tickets to elect him 
in the same year Barack Obama got Indiana’s electoral 
votes.
	 It’s Politics 101. When a Republican supports a 
Democrat, the Democrat has crossover appeal. But when 
a Democrat votes for a Republican, the Republican is a 
Democrat. 
	 If this makes no sense to you, please trust me 
when I say it makes all the sense in the world on social 
media. Let me explain. You see, monolithic partisanship is 
the game we play nowadays. Republicans vote for Repub-
licans, Democrats vote for Democrats, and Libertarians, I 
guess, flip a coin when they have no nominee running for 
an office.
	 We are not put on this earth to foster relation-
ships and build coalitions to make positive change in our 
communities, simpleton. We are here to get high on an-
noying friends, offending neighbors and turning as many 
people away from our ideology as possible. The smaller 
the tent, the larger it looks with fewer people. It’s an old 
event logistics trick. Give it a try.
	 Therefore, Republicans were rightfully aghast 
at the survey data exposing Holcomb’s expected strong 
showing among Democrats. And even more ghastly, 
another poll released by the governor’s own campaign, 
showed 67% of self-described liberals – better-described 
by real Americans as socialists – approved of Holcomb’s 

job performance.
	 Makes you sick, doesn’t it? Those bad, very bad 
people (are Democrats even considered people?) who 
watch MSNBC and worship icons of Rachel Maddow in 
their living rooms think he’s a-OK. At least, that’s what one 
must assume they do since Republicans and Democrats 
aren’t allowed to talk to one another. Don’t believe me? 
It’s right there in the Geneva Conventions. I know it’s true 
because I saw it in a meme. Getting caught comes with a 
three-week sentence of binging The View. Look it up!
	 Where were we? Yes, Republicans should never 
want Democrats to vote for them. Ever. Under any circum-
stances. Except for Reagan Democrats. Those Democrats 
were patriots because they helped Reagan win 49 out of 
the 50 states in a red rout that may never be replicated.
	 And Trump Democrats. They are cool too. 
Without those blue-collar, Rust Belt Midwesterners who 
clocked out of the factory and got to the polls in time to 
punch their ballot for Trump in 2016, he wouldn’t have 
won Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania. 
	 Four years of Hillary Clinton would have been, to 
borrow the words of David Foster Wallace in his laudable 
essay about lobsters, “as you can imagine, unimaginable.” 
Thank you, patriots, for protecting us all. 
	 But all other Democrats are bad and Republicans 
not named Reagan or Trump who accept the votes of 
Democrats are even worse. Like why would these “people” 
vote for Holcomb if he were a true Republican?
	 It can’t be that they saw in him a reasonable 
individual who is moderate in his rhetoric, without even a 
hint of hostility in his tone, and personable in approach. 
It can’t be. Conservative Republicans are supposed to gri-
mace at cameras when explaining how policies will grow 
the economy and add good paying jobs. Grr!
	 So these “people” must have voted for him be-
cause his endorsements from Indiana Right to Life, the 
Indiana Chamber of Commerce, the National Rifle Associa-
tion and the National Federation of Independent Business 
were enough to convince them that Holcomb also gets 
real-time push alerts to make sure he never misses an 
AOC tweet. 
	 Now that I’ve had the time to do as Stephen 
Colbert does when he sees Barack Obama and drink it all 
in, this makes more sense than I realized. I just hope no 
Democrat reads this. That would really make me sick. v

Pete Seat is a former White House spokesman for 
President George W. Bush and campaign spokes-
man for former Director of National Intelligence 
and U.S. Sen. Dan Coats. Currently he is a vice 
president with Bose Public Affairs Group in India-
napolis, Indiana. He is also an Atlantic Council Mil-
lennium Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations term 
member and author of “The War on Millennials.”
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Walorski’s job security
By JACK COLWELL
	 SOUTH BEND – While it’s not like a lifetime ap-
pointment to the Supreme Court, Congresswoman Jackie 
Walorski now has nearly the same job security as Amy 
Coney Barrett.
 	 Walorski won reelection to a fifth term by 23 
percentage points, once again winning in nine of the 10 
counties in Indiana’s 2nd Congressional District. Only in 

St. Joseph County, largest in the 
district, did she trail Pat Hackett, a 
determined Democratic challenger. 
And what happened in St. Joseph 
County tells the story of Walorski’s 
job security.
 	 Democrats, knowing Wal-
orski never can be defeated with-
out a huge Democratic margin in 
St. Joseph County, once a bastion 
of Democratic strength, wanted a 
big turnout in the biggest county 
to overcome Walorski’s margin 

in the sprawling Republican territory in the district. They 
dream of an old-time Democratic plurality of 20,000 votes.
 	 Well, there was a big turnout in St. Joseph 
County, just as in most of the nation. But Hackett 
carried the county by just over 3,000 votes. That 
margin was almost entirely wiped out by Walorski’s 
win by nearly 3,000 votes in Pulaski County, smallest 
in the district.
	 Elkhart County was the one with a huge plu-
rality of 24,000 votes for Walorski. Then there was 
Kosciusko County, where Walorski got 80% of the 
vote. For the district, Walorski won with 61.5%, her 
highest percentage ever.
 	 Hackett, who tried hard and successfully 
got her message extensively on TV, had no chance 
this year. The big blue wave needed for a chance 
never came. Indiana remained Trumpiana. As in so 
many other congressional districts throughout the 
nation, the heavy turnout involved Republicans as 
well as Democrats. While President Trump lost in key 
battleground states and even in Arizona and Georgia, 
the Democratic brand proved unpopular beneath the 
presidential level.
 	 Democrats didn’t upset a single Republican House 
member and lost every one of the “tossup” House races.
 	 A big Walorski win in a bad year for Democratic 
congressional candidates doesn’t mean she is certain 
to keep winning or that Democrats should stop trying. 
However, the totals of Nov. 3 certainly indicate solid job 
security.
 	 Democrats complain that she wins because of ger-
rymandering. That’s a factor. It will continue to be a factor 
for the next decade. The Republican-dominated General 

Assembly now will draw the districts for use until after the 
2030 Census. Still, even if Democrats controlled redistrict-
ing, it would be tough to draw a district with a lot more 
Democratic voters. There just isn’t much Democratic terri-
tory near St. Joseph County.
 	 And what happened in St. Joseph County shows 
even that long-time Democratic territory isn’t solid. All 
three county commissioners now are Republicans. Com-
missioner Deb Fleming won again, despite all-out Demo-
cratic efforts to defeat her.
 	 Amazingly, Republican Derek Dieter, newly 
switched to the GOP, won the other commissioner seat 
at stake this year in a district where a Democrat won by 
5,000 votes in 2016. Dieter flipped a lot of Democratic 
votes, combining old politics and new, from large newspa-
per ads and going door to door to extensive social media. 
He won by nearly 1,000 votes. The Democratic incumbent 
even lost in the coroner race.
 	 Joe Biden won comfortably in the presidential 
race, though not by anything close to an old-time Demo-
cratic margin. Gov. Eric Holcomb was the big winner in the 
county in total votes.
 	 All this means Walorski seems certain of job 
security if she wants to keep running for Congress. No 
doubt she does. She wisely avoided the losing gamble of 
some other House Republicans in recent elections, forsak-

ing safe districts for losing efforts to win a Senate seat. 
Why would she want to leave the House with the seniority 
she has and with a seat on the powerful Ways and Means 
Committee?
 	 And she’s never going to get appointed to lifetime 
job security on the Supreme Court. v

Colwell is a South Bend Tribune columnist.
·        
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	 The president sees it differently, of course. With 
all those Republicans winning elections across the country, 
he said, “it is statistically impossible” that he, the person 
leading the charge, could get beat. Clearly the Democrats 
were cheating, he said. Even in states like Georgia and 
Arizona where the Republicans were in charge!
	 We shouldn’t be surprised by any of this. The 
president made clear months ago that the only result he 
would accept was a win. The real question is how much 
damage he’s doing to the democratic process. How many 
people actually believe his absurd claims?
	 Surveys taken since the election seem to indicate 
as many as 80% of the president’s supporters believe 
what he’s saying, but do they really? Or are they just say-
ing so out of partisan loyalty? For some, it might be the 
latter. A recent survey by YouGov found 49% of Republi-
cans saying they expected Donald Trump to take the oath 
of office for a second term. That’s more than 36 million 
people, but it’s far short of the more than 59 million repre-
sented by that 80% who voiced support for the president’s 
fraud claims.
	 Part of the problem might be the small number of 
prominent Republicans who have acknowledged the reality 
that Donald Trump lost the election. For weeks now, far 
too many of these folks have ducked the issue or, worse, 
suggested the president might have a valid claim. The 
time for such cowardice is behind us. Courts across the 
country have determined the president has no case. It’s 
time to admit that. v

Kelly Hawes is a columnist for CNHI News Indiana. 
He can be reached at kelly.hawes@indianamedia-
group.com. Find him on Twitter @Kelly_Hawes. 

Trump’s baseless lies
on election integrity
By KELLY HAWES
CNHI Indiana
	 ANDERSON – President Donald J. Trump described 
the 46-minute speech as perhaps the most important he 
had ever delivered. In it, he claimed that the election had 
been stolen, and he called on the U.S. Supreme Court 
to intervene. “Hopefully, they will do what’s right for our 
country because our country can’t live with this kind of an 

election,” he said.
	 By Thursday, the Face-
book video had drawn roughly 
630,000 reactions and more 
than 180,000 comments. It had 
been shared tens of thousands 
of times. And it was absolutely 
without basis. Facebook said as 
much in a disclaimer attributed 
to the Bipartisan Policy Center. 
“Both voting by mail and voting 
in person have a long history of 
trustworthiness in the U.S.,” the 

disclaimer read. “Voter fraud is extremely rare across vot-
ing methods.”
	 And yet the president keeps lying. “Millions of bal-
lots were cast illegally in the swing states alone,” he said. 
The president’s main argument seems to be that a guy 
who received 74 million votes could not possibly have lost 
the election. Never mind that President-elect Joe Biden 
received 7 million more.
	 “Many people received two, three and four bal-
lots,” the president said. “They were sent 
to dead people by the thousands.”
	 If all the fraudulent votes were 
tossed out, the president insisted, he 
would win easily. “The media know this, 
but they don’t want to report it,” he said. 
“In fact, they outright refuse to even cover 
it because they know the result if they do.”
	 He admitted there would be 
skeptics. “Even what I’m saying now will be 
demeaned and disparaged,” he said, “but 
that’s OK. I just keep on going forward be-
cause I’m representing 74 million people.”
	 Some of the skeptics have pointed 
out that if the dastardly Democrats were 
going to go to all the trouble to steal an 
election, they surely would have done a 
better job of it. I mean, come on. Why 
have all those dead people filling out ab-
sentee ballots if you aren’t going to be sure 
they elect a few more Democratic sena-
tors?
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2021 HPI Power 50 List
will face drastic change
By BRIAN A. HOWEY
	 INDIANAPOLIS –  When the 2020 HPI Power 50 
List was published on Jan. 7, the COVID-19 pandemic was 
just beginning to create a stir in China. Vice President 
Pence was at the apex of his power. Health Commissioner 

Kristina Box was cited for 
her coming contributions to 
the “story of our lifetime” 
(the opioid crisis). South 
Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
was an out-sized presiden-
tial dreamer.
	 Come January, Indiana 
will have two new mem-
bers of Congress, 1st CD 
Democrat Frank Mrvan and 
5th CD Republican Victoria 
Spartz. 
	 This will be a biennial 

budget and reapportionment year in the General Assem-
bly, so Dr. Tim Brown and Chairman Timothy Wesco will 
rise on the 2020 list.
	 There will be new gubernatorial contenders, at 
least one new state party chair. Will there be a Libertarian 
to crack the list for the first time since 
we began this publishing exercise in 
1999, now that gubernatorial nominee 
Donald Rainwater made it into double 
digits in the Nov. 3 election.
	 The HPI Power 50 list is 
designed to illustrate who stands to 
make the greatest impacts in the 
coming year. We invite our readers to 
make nominations or complete your 
own full list.
	 This year’s list will be pub-
lished in the Jan. 7, 2021, edition of 
Howey Politics Indiana	
	 Here is our 2020 HPI Power 
50 list:

1. Vice President Mike Pence
2. Gov. Eric Holcomb
3. Pete Buttigieg
4. U.S. Sen. Todd Young
5. U.S. Sen. Mike Braun
6. Senate President Pro Tem Rod Bray
7. Secretary of State Connie Lawson
8. Speakers Brian Bosma and Todd 	
	 Huston
9. Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch

10. Dr. Woody Myers
11. Republican Chairman Kyle Hupfer
12. ISTA President Keith Gambill
13. Mike Schmuhl
14. Marc Short
15. HHS Sec. Alex Azar and CMS Director Seema Verma
16. Attorney General Curtis Hill
17. Commerce Sec. Jim Schellinger
18. U.S. Rep. Jim Banks
19. Indiana Treasurer Kelly Mitchell
20. Christina Hale
21. Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott Jr.
22. FSSA Sec. Jennifer Sullivan and IDOH Commissioner 		
	 Kris Box
23. INDOT Commissioner Joe McGuinness
24. Chief Justice Loretta Rush
25. Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett
26. Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry
27. Evansville Mayor Lloyd Winnecke
28. Democratic Chairman John Zody
29. Terre Haute Mayor Duke Bennett
30. U.S. Rep. Andre Carson
31. U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski
32. Drug Czar Douglas Huntsinger
33. Purdue President Mitch Daniels
34. IU President IU President Michael McRobbie
35. USDA Under Sec. Ted McKinney
36. Surgeon General Jerome Adams
37. Ways & Means Chairman Tim Brown

38. Bill and Ann Moreau
39. RNC Committeeman 	
	 John Hammond
40. Chamber President 	
	 Kevin Brinegar
41. IMA President Brian 	
	 Burton
42. Marty Obst
43. U.S. Rep. Greg Pence
44. U.S. Rep. Larry Buc	-	
	 shon
45. State Sen. Jeff Raatz 	
	 and State Rep. 		
	 Robert Behning
46. Kurt and Kristin Luid-	
	 hardt
47. U.S. Rep. Pete Vis-		
	 closky
48. U.S. Rep. Susan 		
	 Brooks
49. Earl Goode
50. Joe Donnelly
v
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Private sector is full 
of  COVID heroes
By MICHAEL HICKS
	 MUNCIE – Over the coming years, the inevitable 
slew of books on COVID will identify villains and heroes, 
missteps and moments of prescient action. History will 
metaphorically adorn some with clown shoes, and others 
with halos. Like the Great Depression, world wars, or 9/11, 
COVID will bequeath us a before and after moment. Even 

as we return to a new normal, 
nearly all of us will speak of a life 
that preceded the pandemic and 
compare it to the life afterwards.
		 One important Ameri-
can institution that is sure to get 
less attention and praise than it 
deserves are those common and 
humdrum markets for goods and 
services. These most ubiquitous 
of human affairs, the buying and 
selling of products or labor, turned 
out to be the most significant and 

effective part of our COVID response.
	 No doubt many a reader will be displeased at the 
notion that profit-maximizing firms were the fiber that held 
together the nation in the midst of the pandemic. How-
ever, this profit maximization may not be what is depicted 
in movies. Smart, successful businesses chase consumer 
interests. They listen to buyers, anticipate their needs and 
respond not out of charity or goodwill, but to make money. 
This doesn’t make them uncharitable, just wise enough to 
understand that hiring workers and buying supplies takes 
more than good will.
	 In the process of making money, owners and man-
agers seek to employ workers, protect their reputation and 
satisfy customers. While many folks may complain about 
shortages of toilet paper or bacon, the real story is how 
quickly and effectively businesses adapted to each and 
every stage of COVID.
	 From Feb. 26 to March 18, U.S. grocery store 
sales grew by more than 68%. From March 18 to March 
30, sales dropped down to 108% of average January 
sales. Americans bought about three months’ worth of 
groceries last March. Despite plenty of news articles about 
shortages, I’ve seen no evidence that corncobs replaced 
toilet paper, or squirrel stew comprised dinner for any 
American.
	 The health care industry entered the pandemic as 
the most monopolized sector of the U.S. economy since 
the Gilded Age. From March 13, when the national emer-
gency was declared until April 1, they quickly prepared 
for the pandemic. They postponed non-emergency proce-
dures, and curtailed their most lucrative services, causing 
a 56% reduction in consumer spending on medical ser-

vices. As damaging as hospital monopolies have been to 
many Indiana communities, we must be thankful for the 
speed with which hospitals responded to the pandemic.
	 The pandemic dramatically cut household spend-
ing on restaurants and hotels. By the end of March, 
consumer spending was down in this industry by 66%. It 
slowly recovered about half its lost sales after the CARES 
Act was passed. While the economic climate for restau-
rants and hotels has weakened in recent weeks as the dis-
ease expands, this sector faced the most daunting long-
term effects of COVID. Still, over the past few months, the 
innovations in services are obvious almost everywhere. 
The growth of carry-out menus, the integration of food 
delivery services and the modifications to drive-through 
restaurants offered decades of restaurant innovation in a 
matter of weeks.
	 Surely the most obvious example of private 
sector success was the development of a vaccine for CO-
VID. Though governments in nearly every nation subsi-
dized R&D, the first effective vaccine did not receive them. 
Surely, there’s a lesson here.
	 All told, American businesses from the corner res-
taurant to large pharmaceutical firms have responded to 
COVID very effectively. Over the long term, that response 
will limit damage to the lives and livelihoods of Americans. 
It also offers a living demonstration of why the United 
States remains economically ascendant.
	 The success of businesses depended on the co-
ordination of millions of economic agents who often could 
have no idea of their role. For example, the quick re-
sponse of the humble local grocery store depended upon 
the response of thousands of farms, livestock facilities, 
commodity sellers, fuel bulk shipment operations, refiner-
ies, railroad maintenance operations, truck dispatchers, 
pallet makers, website developers, logistic algorithm writ-
ers, lawyers and even accountants.
	 The actions of all these folks wasn’t coordinated 
by the CDC or some mythical Department of Grocery 
Store Operations. It came from millions of vendor-man-
aged inventory responses, calls from busy shipping clerks 
and purchasing managers all acting on the trust that is 
built in market exchange. Only the private sector can ac-
complish something like this, but the policy environment 
does matter. v

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic Research and the 
George and Frances Ball distinguished professor of 
economics in the Miller College of Business at Ball 
State University. 
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Why townships?
By MORTON J. MARCUS
	 INDIANAPOLIS – If you missed last week’s col-
umn, it was an introduction to Indiana townships. That 
topic is continued this week and will appear several more 
times before the year ends.
	 “Why?” is a very good question. For years, de-
cades in fact, thoughtful people as well as ignorant people, 
have said, “It’s time to get rid of townships.” I feel it is 

reasonable for us to know some-
thing more about the subject 
before we consider any action.
	 Hence, it’s time you knew 
the 35,826 square miles of land 
in our Hoosier state are divided, 
not only into 92 counties, but also 
into 1005 townships, four cities 
and towns which have replaced 
townships in Boone and Delaware 
counties, and one small military 
training facility (Camp Atterbury 
in Bartholomew County). We will 

refer to all 1010 units as townships for our purposes.
	 LaPorte County in Northwest Indiana hosts 21 
townships followed by Allen County with 20 and Jasper 
County with 17. These three counties are also the state’s 
three largest counties in land area. It makes sense since 
each county and its townships were set out according to 
plan based on the Northwest Ordinance of 1787.	
	 However, nature and local preferences dis-
rupted that plan. Rivers and squabbles about land rights 
got in the way. If the surveyors had the final say, each of 
our counties would have resembled Marion County, with 
nine townships of approximately equal size, arranged 

like a tic-tac-toe board. (That perfect shape is distorted 
since Decatur Twp. is squeezed by the White River into 32 
square miles, leaving Perry Twp. to enjoy 45 square miles.
	 Ohio is the smallest Indiana county with 86 square 
miles and has but four townships. It might be tempting, 
then, to conclude the number of townships is determined 
by the physical size of the county. That thought is weak-
ened by finding Blackford County. about double the size of 
Ohio County, but with the same number of townships, four. 
Then double the size of the county again to Brown County 
and the number of townships is still only four.
	 If geographic size is not the determinant of 
the number of townships, then it must be population. 
Marion County, with nearly a million residents, has nine 
townships. But six other Indiana counties (Crawford, Pike, 
Spencer, Sullivan, Starke and Fayette), each having fewer 
than 25,000 residents, also have nine townships.
	 Not geographic size nor population served seems 
to dictate the number of townships. There must be other 
reasons for Indiana supporting over 1,000 separate town-
ships.
	 Cynics have suggested the continued existence of 
township offices, personnel, and the necessary accoutre-
ments of functioning agencies (paper clips, staples, tele-
phones, coffee pots, etc.).is a brave effort by our political 
parties to sustain as wide a network of patronage jobs as 
possible.
	 Well! You might believe that, but I would hesitate 
to put such an idea into circulation. v
 
Mr. Marcus is an economist. Reach him at mortonj-
marcus@yahoo.com. Follow his views and those of 
John Guy on “Who gets what?” wherever podcasts 
are available or at mortonjohn.libsyn.com. 
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How McConnell, Durbin
& Graham won races 
By J. MILES COLEMAN
	 CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.  — In some ways, senato-
rial elections, especially in presidential years, are becoming 
increasingly boring. Sure, this past senatorial cycle saw 
record-shattering amounts of money spent and featured a 
colorful cast of candidates, but at the end of the day, the 
elections were defined, mostly, by partisan loyalty.
	 In 2016, all 34 states that 
had Senate races voted the exact 
same way for both their presi-
dential and senatorial contests. 
With the exception of Sen. Susan 
Collins (R-ME), that was the case in 2020 as well, though 
Sens. David Perdue (R-GA) and Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) may 
end up prevailing in their runoffs in a state that Joe Biden 
narrowly carried.
	 Still, the 2020 races featured some longtime in-
cumbents who have seen major changes in their electoral 
coalitions over the years. As we start to sift through the 
results, South Carolina, Kentucky, and Illinois stand out as 
states that are especially notable.
	 While the Crystal Ball didn’t see the South Carolina 
Senate race as competitive early in the cycle, as the cam-
paign got underway, it appeared that former state Demo-
cratic Party chairman Jaime Harrison was picking up steam 
in his effort to deny Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) a fourth 
term.
	 After a preponderance of polling earlier this year 
suggesting that Graham was running behind President 
Trump, Quinnipiac University showed the Senate race tied 
at 48% in late September. Tellingly, Trump was taking that 
same vote share, and leading Biden 48%-47%.
	 To political observers, there was little doubt that 
Trump would end up carrying the Palmetto State, though 
most polling pointed to a single-digit race. Still, it must 
have been reassuring to the Graham campaign that they 
were running even with the president, and that’s almost 
exactly how the race ended up.
	 Trump took 55.1% in South Carolina, and Graham 
finished only slightly behind, at 54.4%. So for all of the 
seeming drama in the race, Graham’s margin ended up be-
ing 10.3%, only a little bit worse than Trump’s 11.7% win. 
Drilling down to the precinct level it’s apparent why; very 
few Trump voters split their tickets (Map 1).
	 Of the roughly 2,260 precincts in the state, only 
46 crossed over between the parties; 37 precincts that 
voted for Trump went for Harrison in the Senate race, and 
and nine Biden precincts did so for Graham. Another six 
precincts were tied in either race. So overall, almost 98% 
of the state’s precincts were loyal to one party for both 
races.
	 This election marked the first time in Graham’s 

career where he lost one of the state’s most populous 
counties, Charleston. A relatively large county with a Dem-
ocratic base (it’s roughly 30% Black), it’s impressive, in 
retrospect, that Graham carried it in some recent elections. 
In 2014, he had the luxury of running in an overwhelming-
ly Republican midterm, but in 2008, a much more Demo-
cratic year, he demonstrated considerable crossover appeal 
there. As then-candidate Barack Obama carried it by eight 
percentage points, Graham did so 52%-47%.
	 Of the nine Biden/Graham precincts, six were in 
Charleston County, suggesting that, despite tying himself 
closely to Trump over the last few years, Graham retained 

a modicum of crossover appeal in 
the area. Specifically, the Mt. Pleas-
ant neighborhood, a 90% white 
town that hugs the coast, came in 
especially well for Graham, as four 

Biden precincts in the area split their tickets for him. As 
we highlighted in an article right after the election, going 
one state north, Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC) benefitted from a 
similar dynamic in the southern Charlotte area.
	 Across the South, Biden seemed relatively weak 
in the Black Belt, a region arching from east Texas up to 
Southside Virginia. Though the region derives its name 
from the soil, counties in this rural stretch tend to have 
high Black populations.
	 In the closing weeks of the campaign, the Harri-
son campaign tried, in a sometimes not-so-covert fashion, 
to prop up the third candidate in his race, Constitution 
Party nominee Bill Bledsoe. Though Bledsoe dropped out 
a month before the election and endorsed Graham, his 
name was still set to appear on the ballot. The thinking by 
Democrats was that if they could siphon off some of Gra-
ham’s support, it would be easier for Harrison to squeak 
by with a plurality. 
	 But last month, support for Bledsoe hardly ma-
terialized. He took just 1.3% of the vote and didn’t run 
especially well Upstate. It was further evidence that Trump 
voters generally stayed loyal to Graham.

McConnell in Kentucky
	 Though Graham’s high position on Democrats’ tar-
get list was fairly novel for 2020, another red state sena-
tor that Democrats always seem to target – and come up 
short against – is Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY).
	 McConnell was easily reelected against Marine 
veteran Amy McGrath (D). Though he ran a bit worse than 
Trump in the state, winning by about 20% points instead 
of the Trump plurality of 26%, the result was one of the 
widest margins of his career.
	 Going into the election, McGrath’s campaign raised 
nearly $90 million, but only ended up carrying three of 
the commonwealth’s 120 counties, Jefferson (Louisville), 
Fayette (Lexington), and Franklin (Frankfort). That type 
of geographic strength enabled McConnell to reach some-
thing of an electoral milestone; as of 2020, he’s carried 



every county in a general election at some point in his 
career. 
	 When he first won in 1984, McConnell was seen 
as a fresh, if ambitious, face with a reformist image, in 
part from his time as Jefferson County’s top executive. He 
carried the counties in the darkest shade of blue on Map 
2 that year. In fact, when McConnell won in 1984, he was 
the first Republican to win statewide (excluding presiden-
tial races) since 1968; Republicans currently hold every-
thing but the governorship in the state.
	 In the 1990s, McConnell began to make real 
inroads into areas that had previously been hostile to 
Republicans. In Kentucky, both the eastern and western 
extremes of the state were known for their ancestrally 
Democratic tendencies; the agrarian west because of its 
culturally southern orientation, and the mining-heavy east 
has had a strong history with organized labor since the 
days of the New Deal, though some western counties are 
also home to coal mines.
	 In his two reelection efforts that decade, McCon-
nell faced races that were at least somewhat competitive, 
and he flipped the counties in lighter shades of blue. In 
1996, he beat back future Gov. Steve Beshear (D-KY) by 
13%, even as Bill Clinton narrowly claimed Kentucky’s 
electoral votes. 
	 Perhaps because of the 1996 result, Democrats 
largely punted on the race in 2002. McConnell was reelect-
ed 65%-35%, his most robust margin ever. He picked up 
the counties in yellow, this was the first year that he swept 
all the counties that make up the Jackson Purchase, and 
he continued to gain out east.
	 The 2008 race was 
arguably the last truly competi-
tive of McConnell’s career; in 
an unfavorable environment, 
he won 53%-47% but didn’t 
flip any new counties (why Map 
2 doesn’t have a color to repre-
sent that year). 	In 2014, 
against a heralded challenger 
in then-Kentucky Secretary of 
State Alison Lundergan Grimes 
(D), McConnell flipped the 
orange counties on Map 2, and 
by wide margins. Knott County, 
near the Virginia border, supported every Democratic 
presidential candidate from 1884 to 2004. It gave McCon-
nell just 38% in 2008 but voted for him 59%-38% against 
Grimes, a sign that presidential trends were seeping down 
the ballot.
	 Going into 2020, the only holdouts left were Elliott 
and Wolfe counties; they ended up buckling, and are the 
two red counties on Map 2. The former is known for its 
historic loyalty to the Democratic Party. Even in 2016, as 
Trump’s presence atop the ticket generated a GOP riptide 
that swept through much of the state, voters in Elliott 
County seemed willing to split their tickets as Trump took 
70% there in 2016, breaking the county’s longstanding 

streak of supporting Democrats for president, Sen. Rand 
Paul (R-KY) lost it by 12%. But this year, Trump carried the 
small county three to one, and McConnell took two-thirds 
of its vote.

Durbin in Illinois
	 One state over, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) is another 
senator who has seen lasting changes in his electoral coali-
tions over the years. While Illinois hasn’t certified its votes 
yet, the pattern is clear.
	 Durbin was first elected to the House in 1982, 
representing a Downstate district in between the Spring-
field and St. Louis areas. When another fellow Downstate 
Democrat, then-Sen. Paul Simon, retired from the Sen-
ate in 1996, Durbin ran for the seat, and he carried most 
counties south of St. Louis. As those demographically 
whiter and more rural counties have drifted Republican in 
past decades, Durbin’s coalition has increasingly become 

more urban and suburban.
		 This year, other than nar-
rowly losing McHenry County, he 
carried every county that touches 
Chicago’s Cook; these formerly 
Republican suburban counties are 
known collectively as the Chicago’s 
Collar Counties. In 1996, he lost 
the largest collar county, DuPage, 
by 10 percentage points; last 
month, Durbin got the same 55% 
there as he did statewide.
		 Durbin held a smatter-
ing of Downstate counties, but 
this seems like more a sign of his 
strength with white collar academ-

ics than blue collar workers. Aside from St. Clair County 
in the St. Louis metro area, with its large Black popula-
tion, every county south of Peoria that he won last month 
is home to a major university: Champaign (University of 
Illinois), McLean (Illinois State University) and Jackson 
(Southern Illinois University).
	 To be fair, Durbin did perform relatively well, 
compared to Biden, in the counties that made up his old 
congressional district. In rural counties such as Brown, 
Calhoun, and Macoupin, he ran double-digits ahead of the 
national ticket – but often, it was a case of Durbin polling 
in the 30s, compared to Biden, who was in the 20s. v



Jennifer Rubin, Washington Post: Sen. Mike 
Braun (R-Ind.) represents the worst of the Republican 
Party these days — willing to lie about an election outcome 
and undermine democracy, and unwilling to take responsi-
bility for the damage he is doing. Appearing on ABC’s “This 
Week,” he repeatedly tried to suggest there was still some 
doubt as to the election results. GEORGE STEPHANOPOU-
LOS: I’m glad to have you. As I said, Joe Biden’s 
victory has now been certified in states totaling 
279 electoral votes. So do you now accept that 
he’s president-elect? BRAUN: Well, we’ve got a 
process that I think we’ve been going through 
since the election, and it’s going to play itself 
out. I think that we’ve got a threshold coming on Decem-
ber 14th that — when the electoral college meets. ...
So whether we dismiss it reflexively, whether we would 
find widespread fraud, there’s a wide gulf in between. And 
I think that, when you just say that there’s nothing there, 
you’re going to have half of the country uncertain about 
what just happened and disgruntled going into the future.
STEPHANOPOULOS: But, sir, I think it’s pretty hard to 
argue that it’s been reflexively dismissed. So the process 
has played out, hasn’t it? And there’s no evidence of wide-
spread fraud. Why can’t you accept the results? BRAUN: I 
think it’s easy to say it’s played out because that might be 
the most convenient thing to say, but let’s look at what the 
secretary of state did not mention in Georgia, you know, 
the video where, after a counting place closed, you see 
boxes of ballots coming out from underneath the table.
I know that’s, kind of, a graphic example, but ... STEPHA-
NOPOULOS: Well, I have to stop you right there. No, that 
— it wasn’t mentioned because it didn’t show anything 
improper. He’s spoken to that this week. They — that 
was exactly the proper process for counting the ballots. 
There wasn’t anything wrong shown in that video at all. So 
you’re just throwing out a claim out there that ... STEPHA-
NOPOULOS: ... that doesn’t prove what you’re saying.
BRAUN: I think, unless you scrutinize something like that 
further — or what about, like, say, Wisconsin, where ...
STEPHANOPOULOS: It was scrutinized. Back and forth 
it went. At some point one wished Stephanopoulos had 
simply ended the interview altogether, explained to his au-
dience Braun was lying and pointed out that he is among 
the majority of Republican senators willing to undermine a 
democratic election. v

John Krull, Statehouse File: They use the same 
words. Every time. Whenever I get an email or note from 
a Donald Trump supporter arguing that the president 
couldn’t possibly have lost the 2020 election because, they 
say, “Joe Biden barely even campaigned.” Their complaint 
misses the mark on at least two counts. The first is the 
least important. The contention that Biden beat Trump 
“without ever leaving his basement” —another favorite 
phrase — doesn’t exactly reflect well on their candidate.
Arguing that their guy got beat by someone who didn’t 
have to work all that hard to administer the beating is less 

than a sterling endorsement of the president’s strengths as 
a campaigner. But that’s not the Trump supporters’ big-
gest misunderstanding regarding why their candidate lost 
this time around. In one important way, it didn’t matter 
who ran against Donald Trump this year or what sort of 
campaign that person ran. That’s because, as he does 
with all things, the president made this race all about him. 

He turned the 2020 presidential election into a 
contest not between competing visions for the 
country and its future but into something singular 
and far more personal. A referendum on Donald 
Trump. He made it into an up-or-down vote not 
just on whether he was a good president, but 

whether he was someone with whom Americans wanted 
to spend another four years. And he lost. Big. Joe Biden 
was almost irrelevant to that debate. All Biden had to do 
was be friendly and inoffensive and say, “I’m not Donald 
Trump.” v

Mike Allen, Axios: President Trump’s election loss 
has upended America’s news landscape, cementing a 
parallel universe on the right where even Fox News isn’t 
Trumpy enough for millions of his diehards. The coming 
diffusion of news across many easily-accessible stream-
ing channels will likely cause Americans to become even 
further entrenched in their own, partisan filter bubbles. 
This could lead to the most profound change in news con-
sumption that America has seen in decades. After years of 
dominance in cable ratings by Rupert Murdoch’s Fox News, 
CNN in the past few weeks has pulled ahead consistently 
for the first time since 9/11. In the week ending Sunday, 
CNN averaged 1.73 million viewers in Nielsen ratings — 
more than double from a year ago, AP reports. Fox News 
had 1.56 million. MSNBC had 1.53 million. Fox News is 
facing unprecedented competition from a pair of insurgent 
conservative cable challengers that are finding a gold mine 
in pandering to Trump loyalists who want to believe he still 
has a chance. On Monday, ratings for Newsmax passed 
Fox for the first time ever, CNN’s Brian Stelter reports. v

Pat Forde, Sports Illustrated: Welcome back for 
the latest episode of college athletics’ surprise hit series 
of 2020: “What The Hell Will The Big Ten Do Now?” The 
latest issue is the COVID-19-induced demise of Ohio 
State-Michigan, the conference’s centerpiece game, which 
will not be played for the first time since 1917. Regardless 
of the lopsided nature of the rivalry, this is a blow for the 
fans of both teams, the Big Ten, and college football as 
a whole. The game is a genuine slice of Americana, and 
losing it is both a shame and completely predictable when 
trying to play sports amidst a pandemic. But the ramifica-
tions of not playing this game reverberate well beyond the 
loss of a cherished rivalry. This leaves the 5–0 Buckeyes 
— thus far the best team in the Big Ten, and in the thick 
of the College Football Playoff race — a game short of 
eligibility for the league title and a spot in its championship 
game. v
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33% of  Hoosier
restaurants teeter
	 INDIANAPOLIS — Results 
from a National Restaurant Association 
November 2020 Indiana restaurant 
impact survey have been released. 
Chief among those results show 33% 
of Indiana operators say it is unlikely 
their restaurant will still be in business 
six months from now, if there are no 
additional relief packages from the 
federal government. Indiana has seen 
nearly 20% of restaurants permanent-
ly close since March.  Ad-
ditionally, although many 
restaurants added back 
employees after the initial 
lockdowns, overall staffing 
levels remain well below 
normal, with 87% of Indiana opera-
tors say their current staffing level is 
lower than what it would normally be 
in the absence of COVID-19. This is a 
17% decrease in staffing levels since 
September. “These results prove that 
Indiana restaurant business condi-
tions continued to deteriorate the past 
three months without any additional 
federal relief,” Patrick Tamm, CEO of 
the Indiana Restaurant and Lodging 
Association said. “It is imperative that 
the hospitality industry be considered 
in a federal relief package to keep 
employees working and restaurants in 
business.” Absent additional govern-
ment assistance, one option is to close 
the restaurant until business condi-
tions improve, with 29% of Indiana 
operators say they are considering 
temporarily closing their restaurant 
until the COVID-19 pandemic passes.  

Buttigieg could 
get China post
	 WILMINGTON, Del. — Biden 
is considering a high-profile ambas-
sadorship for Pete Buttigieg, possibly 
sending him to China, people famil-
iar with the matter tell Axios. The 
38-year-old former mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, whom the president-
elect has compared to his late son, 
Beau, played a key role in Biden’s 

nomination. Letting him deepen his 
foreign policy chops could boost his 
future, since many inside the Demo-
cratic Party believe his return as a 
presidential candidate is a matter of 
when, not if. 

SCOTUS rejects
Trump challenge
	  
	 WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday rejected 
Republicans’ last-gasp bid to reverse 
Pennsylvania’s certification of Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s victory in the 

electoral battleground (AP). 
The court without comment 
refused to call into question 
the certification process in 
Pennsylvania. Democratic Gov. 
Tom Wolf already has certified 

Biden’s victory over President Donald 
Trump and the state’s 20 electors are 
to meet on Dec. 14 to cast their votes 
for Biden. In any case, Biden won 306 
electoral votes, so even if Pennsyl-
vania’s results had been in doubt, he 
still would have more than the 270 
electoral votes needed to become 
president.

Biden vows to
reopen schools
	 WASHINGTON — Joe Biden 
pledged Tuesday to bring the corona-
virus pandemic under enough control 
to open most of the nation’s schools 
during his first 100 days as presi-
dent — going much further on the 
issue than he has in the past, even 
while warning that the U.S. is facing 
a “dark winter” (AP). The president-
elect said that promise is dependent 
on Congress providing sufficient 
funding to protect students, teachers 
and campus staff. He made it during 
an event in Delaware to introduce a 
team of health experts set to help the 
new administration combat a virus 
that has already killed more than 
285,000 Americans.  “It should be a 
national priority to get our kids back 
into school and keep them in school,” 
Biden said. “If Congress provides the 
funding, we need to protect students, 
educators and staff. If states and cit-

ies put strong public health measures 
in place that we all follow, then my 
team will work to see that the major-
ity of our schools can be open by the 
end of my first 100 days.” 

IU, Purdue game 
still on; OSU idled
	  BLOOMINGTON -- The 
Indiana football team has paused 
all team-related activities due to an 
increase in COVID-19 cases within 
the program (Indiana Public Media). 
The IU Athletic department said in a 
statement released Tuesday evening 
that the team did not practice Tuesday 
morning. All players, coaches, and 
staff were tested. “In consultation 
with our medical experts, we decided 
this is the appropriate decision at this 
time. We will continue to assess the 
situation moving forward,” IU Athletic 
Direcotr Dolson said. Ohio State’s 
game with Michigan has been can-
celled, give IU a chance to play in the 
Big Ten title game. Purdue canceled 
its football practice Tuesday “to evalu-
ate the results of recent COVID-19 
testing,” according to a news release.
No decision has been made on Satur-
day’s game against Purdue.

AZ/Oxford vaccine
under fire with FDA 	
	 WASHINGTON — On the 
afternoon of Sept. 8, AstraZeneca of-
ficials had a conference call with the 
Food and Drug Administration. The 
discussion covered important (New 
York Times). A few hours after the 
conference call, the story broke about 
the halted trials. That was how key 
FDA officials heard the news, accord-
ing to people with knowledge of the 
discussions. Commissioner Stephen 
Hahn, was stunned by AstraZeneca’s 
failure to disclose the halt to regula-
tors, one of the people said. The U.S. 
government had pledged more than 
$1 billion to AstraZeneca to finance 
the development and manufacturing 
of its vaccine and to supply the United 
States with 300 million doses.
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