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Pence, Pete & Gov head Power 50

Veep, mayor and governor
in position to transform Indiana
and American political scene

By BRIAN A. HOWEY in Indianapolis
and MARK SCHOEFF JR., in Washington
INDIANAPOLIS — As we unveil the 2020 ver-
sion of the Howey Politics Indiana Power 50 List, Hoo-
siers appear to be relatively satisfied with their state
government, unsure about the federals and specifically |
President Trump, and are
Pow R most concerned about health
care and the economy.
These are the latest
survey numbers from the
We Ask America Poll con-

ducted in early December for
the Indiana Manufacturers
Association. They accentu-

!;"'h]y ate the formulation of our
LTICS INOTANA annual Power 50 list headed two Republican senators who will likely sit in judgment
by Vice President Mike Pence, (and acquittal) of President Trump in an impeachment trial
Gov. Eric Holcomb, former South Bend mayor and Demo-
cratic presidential contender Pete Buttigieg, and the state’s Continued on page 3

P

Unforgiving Middle East

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS — By most Western accounts, Ira-
nian Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani was, as President Trump
might put it, “scum.” -

He had the blood of hundreds if not thousands of “All is well. Assessment of
Americans on his hands. As I . .
surveyed the list of the hundred | casualties & damage taking place
or so Hoosier soldiers killed by

e

19

IEDs and other havoc during the now. So far’ SO g0°d°
ill-fated Iraq War, I'm sure Su- - President Trump, tweeting
leimani played a role in at least .
some of them. Tuesday evening after Iran

That President Trump muasstle attacks on U.S. bases
made the decision to assassi- . .
nate Suleimani by drone, at first in Iraq. Trump is expected to
consideration, was good. M . .
consiceration, was 9 Y address the nation this A.M.

initial thoughts were that this
terrorist general probably died
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in an instant and without much pain,
which was too bad.

On further reflection, my
concern is how President Trump
made this decision, because it may
have unleashed a Pandora’s box of
war escalation on a scale we prob-
ably can't fathom. Just like in 1979
we had to wrap our minds around the
last Iranian crisis that resulted in gas
shortages and lines extending around
city blocks near gas stations.

A day after this Friday hit,
the Acting U.S. Department of Home-
land Security Secretary Chad Wolf
issued a new National Terrorism Advi-
sory System bulletin that detailed the
attack and potential Iranian threat,
including previous plots against U.S.
infrastructure and cyber targets. “Iran
maintains a robust cyber
program and can execute
cyber attacks against the
United States,” reads the
bulletin, which expires Jan.
18.

When Dan Coats
was a U.S. senator, the
last several times I met
with him always ended up
in a conversation about
the threat that seemed to
concern him the most. It
wasn't terror pilots crash-
ing into Skyscraper Na-
tional Park. It was a cyber
attack shutting down part
of the U.S. electrical grid,
or opening up the Hoover Dam flood-
gates. Or shutting down the American
banking system. Or that we would
wake up some morning and find our
TV screens blank, our cellphones
disconnected, the corner ATM out of
order.

If you want to find Exhibit
A on Iranian cyber hacking, Google
those last three words and “Atlanta.”

I was in the Indianapolis
Economic Club audience when former
Director of National Intelligence Coats
spoke about six weeks after leaving
the Trump administration. “People ask
me, ‘What keeps you up at night?"”
Coats said. “There are threats that
when you see the picture, you focus in
and you have to do it day after day on

a 24-hour basis.”

He described the wickedly-fast
evolution of technology. “The techno-
logical changes in the private sector
and around the world are evolving so
quickly,” Coats said. “Early on, I had to
say to my people, ‘*Our predecessors
did a great job of bringing us to where
we are, but we cannot rest on our lau-
rels. The world is changing faster. It is
racing forward. We had to reach out
to private sector, to tech companies,
others across the country, engaged
in this technological revolution. We
had to build those partnerships. We
positioned ourselves to reconstruct
ODNI, but also the entire intelligence
community.”

The day after Acting Director
Wolf issued his cyber threat advi-
sory, my wife and
I went to the ATM,
withdrew $300 and
placed it in a book
in our condo. Our
plan is to augment
it with another $200
... just in case.

I remembered
that feeling of my
car on “E” back in
1979 and that sink-
ing feeling of going
to the gas station
and finding 50 cars
in front of me.

“Acting Direc-
tor Wolf” is also a
concern. Shouldn't there be a perma-
nent director in place at this key and
sensitive agency?

And there is President
Trump’s penchant for winging it. Go
back and read “The Art of the Deal”
to learn that Trump didn‘t place much
faith in researching an issue. He goes
by the gut. Which leads me to believe
that his decision to take out Suleimani
was that kind of operation.

The Middle East is a compli-
cated jigsaw puzzle. Shooting from
the hip can have all sorts of dire
unintended consequences. One aspect
of Trump’s presidency I admire is his
apparent aversion to armed conflict.
That's a good thing.

But he is now in the process
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of sending the 82nd Airborne Division to the Middle East,
along with 4,500 troops.

The New York Times asked, “What is Trump’s Iran
strategy?” The story went on: “The strike was intended to
deter further Iranian attacks, administration officials said.
But they also said it was also expected to provoke severe
enough attacks by Iran that the Pentagon was deploying
an additional several thousand troops to the region. The
apparent contradiction left many experts wondering about
the strike’s intended goal, and the strategy behind it. The
next day did little to settle the matter. The strike had been
intended to prevent an imminent Iranian attack, officials
said publicly. Or to change the behavior of Iran’s surviving
leaders. Or to cow those leaders, whose behavior would
never change. Others said privately that President Trump
had ordered it in response to television reports of an
Iranian-backed siege on the American Embassy compound
in Baghdad. Mr. Suleimani’s killing has left a swirl of confu-
sion among analysts, former policymakers and academics.”
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Power 50, from page 1

later this month. As Pence appears to be heading off thinly
veiled attempts by Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump to

get him off the 2020 ticket, Hoosiers by 47.4% approve to
47.7% disapprove of President Trump’s job performance.
This is consistent with 2019 polling by Ball State University
and Morning Consult. On the national right/wrong track,
just 37% of registered voters in Indiana feel that the coun-
try is headed in the right direction, while a majority, 52%,
say that things have gotten off on the wrong track, includ-
ing 51% of independents and 26% of Republicans. Among
female voters, the right/wrong track split is 29%/58%.

This is a fascinating statistic, given the record low
unemployment (54% of Hoosiers think of the jobs situ-
ation as “good times”) and the bullishly unbridled stock
markets.

As for the Indiana right/wrong track, 47% see
the state on the right track,
while 36% say wrong track.
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s job
approval stands at 51%
while 25% disapprove and
a relatively high 25% have
no opinion. That may be a
reflection on how President
Trump dominates news
cycles, as well as the local
and state press which is in
atrophy.

As for his reelection,
an almost identical 51% be-
lieve Gov. Holcomb deserves "
a second term (26%) or
25% saying he “probably”

This dovetails into my other concern about Presi-
dent Trump: His constant lying, about things he doesn’t
need to fib about.

Now comes the kind of crisis where Americans
are going to have to believe their president. But can we?
The 2003 invasion of Iraq was based on overstated intel-
ligence. Remember Vice President Dick Cheney’s famed
quote, “We don't want the smoking gun to be a mushroom
cloud”?

The very premise of that invasion was to stop
Irag’s phantom weapons of mass destruction. That ended
up as a trillion dollar mistake, costing 5,000 American
lives, and paved the way for Iran’s aggressive expansion
into Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. In short, a geopolitical disas-
ter we are still dealing with to this very day.

President Trump is now playing with fire in the
Middle East, which is a politically unforgiving place. Just
ask Presidents Carter and Bush43 about the potential
ramifications. <

does, while 24% say no.

The 2020 list also features Buttigieg at No.3. He
is in a three-way tie in Iowa and is competitive in New
Hampshire after raising north of $70 million. Not bad for a
Hoosier mayor of a 100,000-population city. If he prevails
in those two states, with Politico describing him as the
“linchpin” in the race, that could propel him well into the
national realm.

The 2020 Power 50 has been shaped by the opioid
crisis, and what appears to be an unprecedented Indiana
Supreme Court showdown that could determine the fate
of embattled Attorney General Curtis Hill, who faces a two-
year suspension of his law license. If he loses that license
— even for a couple of days or weeks — would that give
Gov. Holcomb the leverage to remove the Republican he
has called on to resign? If that happens, will that head off
a bizarre Republican convention showdown in June?

In the We Ask America Poll (conducted
online between Dec.5-15, with 1,000 interviews
and a MOE at +/- 3.1%) Hoosier voters care about
affordable healthcare and a stable economy. Asked
to rank what issues they’d like the governor and
legislators in Indianapolis to focus on in the new
year, Hoosiers focused primarily on creating jobs
and improving the economy while making health
care more affordable.

These issues help shape the 2020 HPI
Power 50 List on who is most likely to shape and
steer events for the coming year. Here is our list:

1. Vice President Mike Pence:
Who can question the vice president’s killer instincts
on his lifelong quest for 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.?
He anted up for the veep nomination at a time in
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2016 when most establishment Republicans were bran-
dishing 10-foot poles. He was the difference maker during
the post “Access Hollywood"” home stretch victory run. He
appears to have weathered President Trump’s most wild
and profane excesses, from the race-baiting MAGA rally
tropes aimed at The Squad, to Robert Mueller’s Russia
Probe, to the Ukraine scandal that brought on the current
impeachment debacle, and now Jarvanka’s Machiavellian
behind-the-scenes palace coups. Awaiting Pence in 2020
will be the likely futile inside attempts to force him off the
ticket this spring and early summer, amid the “anything
goes” antics of President Trump in his bid to use impeach-
ment to beat the “socialist” Democrats and win a second
term. Politico is already looking beyond 2020 to 2024,
noting that Pence is already pressing the swing state flesh.
There are other clues that indicate Pence is thinking of
what a successful presidential campaign might look like

in a post-MAGA landscape. Like Trump, he has formed a
close circle of loyal advisers both inside and outside the
White House, who often work to insulate Pence from con-
troversy whenever the president does something that sets
Washington ablaze. He leans heavily on his former chief
of staff Nick Ayers, his gubernatorial campaign manager
Marty Obst, Club for Growth president David McIntosh,
and his current chief of staff Marc Short, according to a
person close to Pence. “They basically try to keep him
clean from any of the day-to-day messes that are hap-
pening,” the person said. “That's part of why he travels so
much and why he’s glad to do these day-long bus tours,
which get him out of D.C. and in front of the same voters
he will need if he runs for president in the near future.”
Pence has proven to be a Trump-era survivor with the type
of Teflon veneer that would have made The Gipper and his
Fellas proud. Look for Pence to con-
tinue to bone up his foreign policy cred
with forays warning of a rising China to
regime change in Venezuela.

2. Gov. Eric Holcomb:
He enters 2020 in the consequentially
strongest position of any modern Hoo-
sier governor. Not only does he have
an $8 million cash advantage over his
eventual Democratic challenger, he fac-
es reelection with President Trump and
Vice President Pence atop the ticket,
and may be in a position to select the
next attorney general if the Supreme
Court gives him that opening, as well
as the next superintendent of public in-
struction. With the change of the guard
underway in the Indiana General As-
sembly, he faces a second term where
he will be the senior power broker. In
the We Ask America Poll on behalf of
the Indiana Manufacturers Association,

Gov. Holcomb'’s job approval stands at 51% approve and
25% disapprove. While the governor is underwater with
Democrats at a net -12% job approval (30% approve/43%
disapprove), he sits +17% (40% approve/23% disap-
prove) with independents and +61% (73% Approve/12%
Disapprove) with Republicans. Among men, 61% approve
of his job performance while just 23% disapprove. Among
the key demographic women voters, 41% approve while
28% disapprove. The job approval almost exactly mir-
rors his reelect numbers. As the We Ask America pollster
noted, “"Among those (who) are unsure, the governor’s
job approval sits right-side up at 22% approve/12%
disapprove. While there exists a path to knocking off the
governor, it's a narrow one.” The right/wrong track num-
bers in the We Ask America Poll shows 47% believe the
state is on the right track, compared to 36% who believe
it's on the wrong track. The We Ask America Poll reflects
similar findings by Morning Consult and the Ball State
Hoosier Poll from November. Holcomb appeared to open
the door to teacher pay raises this year. That constituency
represents the greatest peril to his reelection, so if he can
neutralize that grassroots movement that helped defeat
Supt. Tony Bennett in 2012, he faces a glide path in 2020.
In 2018 and 2019, his Next Level agenda was achieved,
allowing the governor to hand out million dollar checks

to cities and counties. He is on a path to doing the same
with his $90 million trails program, as well as expanding
rural broadband. “Because of the hard work of Hoosiers,
Indiana has become a destination of certainty and stability,
but we can't stop there,” Holcomb said when he unveiled
his Next Level agenda in December. “As I travel the state,
I hear people concerned about rising health care costs, the
increase in youth vaping, and our education system. My
goal is to listen to their concerns and
find solutions to build a bolder, brighter
future.”

3. Pete Buttigieg: South
Bend's “"Mayor Pete” has become what
Politico describes as the “linchpin” in
the Democratic presidential race. It
will likely be either Pete or one of the
| septuagenarians (Joe Biden, Bernie
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren) for the
® Democratic nomination. Successful re-
cent Democratic presidents (JFK, Jimmy
Carter, Bill Clinton and Barack Obama)
were all young first-time, progressive
candidates. When Buttigieg declared
himself a candidate about a year ago,
even many Hoosier Democrats were
pinching themselves to make sure this
wasn't a dream. When he posted a $19
® million second quarter FEC haul, he
became a credible contender. When he
delivered a sobering foreign policy ad-
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dress at IU last June, he won
the imprimatur (privately) of
many Lugarites. At this writ-
ing, he leads the polls head-
ing into next month’s Iowa
caucuses and is among the
frontrunners in New Hamp-
shire. If he wins either one or
both, all eyes will be on him
in South Carolina, where the
support of African-Americans
has been elusive for this E

gay Democrat. Can Buttigieg become the first Hoosier to
win a Democratic nomination for president? Or the first
Hoosier nominee since Wendell Willkie in 1940? And if he
does, could he carry Indiana in November? Those are the
current $64,000 questions, but at this point, our take is
the sky is the limit for this 37-year-old former mayor. If he
were to win the nomination and upset President Trump
this November, he would be the youngest president, and
the first mayor to go directly from city hall to the White
House. If Buttigieg is denied the nomination, it would be
easy to see him on the ticket, or in a future Democratic
administration.

4. U.S. Sen. Todd Young: No one in the
Indiana congressional delegation has more at stake on
impeachment than Young. His X
challenge is not deciding how to '
vote following a Senate trial —
whenever one finally gets under-
way. There’s no doubt he'll vote
to acquit President Trump. But
how does he get to that conclu-
sion and still maintain a valuable
political asset, the image of being
a serious legislator? At times, he
says he will weigh the evidence
and make a decision in the best
interests of Indiana. But then he puts out a Dec. 17 email
from his campaign arm, Friends of Todd Young, that says,
“Join Senator Todd Young now and take a stand to defend
President Trump — Add your name today!” That'’s hardly
the tone of an impartial juror. He walks a similar tight rope
on Trump’s proclivity to project being a tough-guy execu-
tive who doesn't need to involve Congress in his decisions.
Young is carving out a niche for himself on foreign policy
as a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee. After Trump ordered a military attack against Iranian
Gen. Qaesem Soleimani that resulted in Soleimani’s death,
Young put out a statement in support of Trump’s action
but also cautioned that Congress must be involved in
consideration of the next steps against Iran. Young can't
be a serious legislator and acquiesce to Trump’s running
roughshod over Congress on Iran or any other aspect of
Middle East policy. Young’s future in the Senate GOP will
be bright if he can help the party maintain its majority this

fall as the head of the National Republi-
can Senatorial Committee.

5. U.S. Sen. Mike Braun:
There’s no point in monitoring Braun to
see when he will distance himself from
President Trump on anything. He owes
his Senate seat to Trump’s coming to
Indiana to campaign for him in the final
days of the 2018 election. It helped
put Braun over the top in his defeat of

' Democratic Sen. Joe Donnelly. Whatever
Trump does, no matter how unpresidential or politically
questionable, there’s little chance Braun will do anything
other than stand shoulder-to-shoulder with him. His go-to
tactic is to justify whatever Trump does as an example of
Trump's being a political disrupter, a mantle that Braun
also proudly takes on for himself. Braun’s challenge is to
become more than a back-bencher gadfly. He has to de-
velop a signature approach to addressing important policy
issues. There's some indication he might do that. One
area is the environment. In October, he co-founded the
bipartisan Senate Climate Solutions Caucus, which sounds
as if it will do more than deny that climate change is a
reality. He could directly impact the lives of many of his
Hoosier constituents through his work on the Senate Ag-
riculture Committee. He also could have a hand in restor-

-

ing the GOP’s badly damaged reputation as opponents of
profligate federal spending through his work on the Sen-
ate Budget Committee. He also has indicated a willing-
ness to delve into health care policy and develop solutions
that are based on what he says worked for employees of
his manufacturing business. Braun’s high ranking in the
HPI 50 has to do with potential. But he’s got to prove that
he’s more than a disrupter.

6. Senate President Pro Tem Rod

Bray: The Martinsville Republican heads into his second
session at the helm attempting to deflect the “Red for Ed”
movement that had more than 15,000 teachers turn out

at the Indiana Statehouse on Organization Day. Bray, Gov.
Holcomb and Speaker Brian Bosma have been adamant

that they will not be open to legislation on comprehensive
teacher pay raises until the 2021 biennial budget session.
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“We look forward to a short session, where we're going to
not fix all this — I can assure you it's much too complex to
do that — but really begin to move the state forward,” Bray
said. Another thorny issue is holding teachers harmless
from the poor ILEARN scores. In October, Bray and Bosma
urged the Department of Education to tell schools they can
use 2018 testing data to calculate teacher appreciation
grants. "Directing schools to take advantage of this flexibil-
ity will ensure that TAG's are received by teachers before
the statutory deadline in December, and will ensure that
no teacher will lose eligibility for a TAG because of this
year’s ILEARN results,” Bray and Bosma wrote in a letter to
DOE. Bray will spend this session pushing Gov. Holcomb’s
agenda.

7. Secretary of State Connie Lawson:
After the Russians attempted to hack a number of state
election systems in 2016, Lawson holds the most con-
spicuous office when it comes to election security. As the
state’s chief elections officer, she has been emphatic that
Indiana’s electoral process has not been compromised,
nor is it in a position to be, as it is not connected to the
Internet and consists of 92 county components. But a Dec.
21, 2019, story in the Columbus Republic noted a recent
2020 Indiana Election — -
Administrators Conference r‘
sponsored by Lawson’s -
office urged the 450 local
elections officials to draft
“doomsday” response
scenarios that include a
cyberattack directed at the
county’s voting systems,
theft or physical tam-
pering of electronic poll
books and a catastrophic
natural disaster that wipes
out electricity and cell-
phone towers. The threat
of foreign elections hack-
ing persists, and it goes beyond the Russians. Lawson will
become the voice of election integrity in this state during
these times of anxiety.

et

8. Speakers Brian Bosma and Todd

Huston: Bosma arranged for Huston to become
“Speaker-elect” during last November’s Organization Day.
It doesn't quite create the dual speakers of the 50/50
House era, but it gives Huston his second apprenticeship
after serving as co-chair of the Ways & Means Committee
during Dr. Tim Brown's recuperation period. For Bosma,
this session will be his political swan song. Close politi-
cal associates tell HPI they don't anticipate future runs
for governor or Congress. Bosma will leave as the longest
serving speaker in his two stints, and one who brought
transparency to the process with internet streaming of

Séc'retary of State Connie Lawson (left) and Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch,

session days and committees. His tenure will be marked
by a series of tax cuts and the historic 2011 education
vouchers, which he says will mark his most significant
achievement. It also planted the seeds for the “Red for Ed”
showdown for this session and the 2021 biennial budget
year. With no biennial budget this year, and the notion
that this coming session will wrap up quickly in an election
year. Speaker-elect Huston should be able to get acclimat-
ed to what is considered the second most powerful office
in the Statehouse. He served as former Superintendent of
Public Instruction Tony Bennett’s chief of staff, so he has
been exposed to the trappings and controversies of power.
He knows how to frame policy issues into law. Come next
fall, all eyes will be on Huston’s reelection bid. Huston
defeated Democrat Aimee Rivera Cole by just 2,772 votes
or with 54.5% in 2018. In 2016 Huston defeated Democrat
Mike Boland 64-36%, or by a little less than 10,000 votes.
Expect Indiana Republicans to take overt measures to
protect this new speaker, particularly with the “Red for Ed”
movement seeking to bring the issue of teacher pay to the
fore this session.

9. Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch: She’s the
governor’s biggest individual donor and they have a closer
relationship than the prior
two administrations. If the

governor wants to look

at legacy where he helps

bring in the first female

or minority governor in

the state’s history, the

LG is in a solid spot for

consideration. She’s tire-

less, has great legislative

relationships, and raises

money at a level we've

never seen from someone

in that job. Her executive
portfolio, that includes the
Indiana State Department
of Agriculture, Indiana Housing and Community Develop-
ment Authority, Office of Community and Rural Affairs and
Office of Tourism Development (soon to be the Indiana
Destination Development Corporation) has been sans
drama during her tenure. Will she break the Hoosier glass
ceiling in 2024 when the governor’s seat is expected to be
an open one? High ranking Republicans we talk with are
filled with admiration of Crouch, but they do not consider
her nomination at the top of the state ticket in 2024 to be
a fait accompli — at this point. One reason is she would be
72 if she were to take office in 2025 and would turn 73 the
following month. And there will be competition, most likely
from U.S. Rep. Jim Banks, with one prominent Republican
mentioning Ivy Tech President and former LG Sue Ellsper-
mann as a potential contender. But if Crouch gets into
that race, expect her to be a force to be reckoned with as
she will possess the instruments of the LG’s office and her
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chair of the Indiana Women'’s Suffrage Centennial Commis-
sion.

10. Dr. Woody Myers: There are two
Democrats seeking the gubernatorial nomination, former
Indiana and New York City health commissioner Woody
Myers and gay businessman Josh Owens. We see the
nomination likely going to Myers. Myers entered the race
first and is preparing to
challenge Gov. Holcomb on
the perception that the state
is hitting on all cylinders. In
an August HPI Interview,
Myers said, “We've bought
plenty of Band-Aids. We're
putting them on a lot of the
problems of the state. We
need to look deeper into
why some of these problems
exist and figuring out the
root causes; working with
colleagues and experts on those problems is a much better
way to go.” In calling for more treatment options for those
with opioid addiction, Myers was asked how he would pay
for those services. “Well, that’s why we have a surplus.
Isn’t that why ... we have it, for emergencies? I would
much rather see the multiple millions of dollars going to
be invested in a (state fair) swine barn used to improve
treatment access slots and for things that are truly a crisis
in our state.” We see Owens as what we call a “stunt
candidate.” He has little background or relationships in
the Democratic Party. If Pete Buttigieg took a pass on this
gubernatorial stepping stone, it's hard to imagine Owens
finding the kind of traction to win the nomination.

11. Republican Chairman Kyle Hup-

fer: He is one of the governor’s most trusted advisers
and closest friends. He occupies two incredibly important
jobs and will spend 2020 on the road with the governor. In
2019, Indiana Republicans increased their lead in city halls
from seven to 23, and are now preparing to reelect Gov.
Holcomb and defend the congressional delegation and its
General Assembly super majorities. “We're obviously not
taking anything for granted and we're going to keep our
foot on the gas through next November’s election,” Hup-
fer told HPI in December. “We've certainly continued on
the upward
trajectory
since he was
elected. The
governor was |
as active as
any I've ever
seen in may-
oral races. He
took us from
plus seven

to plus 23 Republican mayors across the state. As Team
Holcomb between his campaign and state party, we sent,
jointly, mail in 60 races, we sent out ballot applications in
dozens of races and we saw historic victories in places like
Kokomo and Muncie. That's only going to grow the field of
who we have to help us next November.” Hupfer is wearing
two hats, the other as the governor’s campaign manager.
“The other historic show of strength is to have
the ballot qualification signatures in hand in Oc-
tober,” Hupfer continued. “To have those in hand
on Oct. 1 is really unheard of. Our ground game
infrastructure is only getting stronger. It got
stronger during the Braun Senate race with state
party in charge of the ground game; we were
able to flex that for mayoral races and that will
continue. Probably by mid- to late-January we'll
announce our entire statewide team with county
coordinators in every county, we'll have our five
regional directors in place; we already have four
of them. We are already 75% to 80% staffed.
The Congress of Counties in January will be the beginning
of our ground game.”

12, ISTA President Keith Gambill:
He is serving a three-year term and is seeking to make
teacher pay the top General Assembly and election is-
sue. “Salaries are first and foremost,” Gambill said. “Too
many educators are seeing much, if not all, of their wage
increases being eaten up by increased health care costs.
Secondly, respect for our work and allowing us the pro-
fessional courtesy to make the decisions that are in the
best interest of our students.” Gambill was able to gener-
ate more than 15,000 teachers for the Organization Day
“Red for Ed” rally, but faces the “red wall,” or GOP leader-
ship intent on taking a comprehensive approach during
the 2021 biennial budget session. Gambill explained that
without an immediate “good faith” investment this year,
Indiana won't be able to keep up with teacher salaries
in surrounding states. “And to think that we can wait a
year and we'’re going to be closer to meeting that goal is
short-sighted,” he told WFYI. Gambill previously served
two terms as the ISTA vice president and as president of
the Evansville Teachers Association before assuming the
role of ISTA president. Gambill, a middle school music and
drama teacher, has taught in Evansville’s public schools for
more than 30 years.

13. Mike Schmuhl: He met
Pete Buttigieg at South Bend St.
Joseph HS and now manages the
mayor’s extraordinary frontrunning
presidential campaign. His prior
campaign portfolio prior included
Buttigieg’s breakthrough 2011 mayor
campaign, and, as Schmuhl told
Politico, “I've worked for Pete, for Joe
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Donnelly, for Mel Hall, for Shelli Yoder. It just so happens
that one of them is running for president, and honestly, if
one of them wasn’t, I wouldn't be doing this. And it just
so happens the one I know the best, the one I've known
for the longest time, is the one who is running.” He's now
running the biggest presidential campaign headquartered
in Indiana since Wendell Willkie’s 1940 effort in Rushville.
Schmuhl, whose only experience in the nation’s capital
came with a three-year stint at the Washington Post, and
Buttigieg parted ways after graduation, with the former
staying at Notre Dame while the latter went to Harvard.
They began running into each other when Schmuhl ran
Donnelly’s final House campaign and Buttigieg was running
for Indiana treasurer in 2010. Schmuhl now oversees a
$70 million, 500-person campaign that has been deemed a
“frontrunner” outfit. He and comm director Lis Smith, who
joined Buttigieg on his unsuccessful 2018 DNC chair run,
planned out this presidential race over beers at the Rusty
Knot in New York’s West Village and the candidate’s South
Bend home in 2018. Schmubhl told Politico that when But-
tigieg drops big news on him, it usually starts out casually:
“Hey man, I'm thinking of running for mayor.’ ‘Hey man,
I'm going to Afghanistan.’ ‘Hey man, I'm gay.’ ‘Hey man, I
want to be DNC chairman.’ *Hey man, I think I might run
for president,” Schmubhl said. “The guy knows how to keep
you on edge.” Schmuhl, Buttigieg explained to Politico,
“shares a lot of my instincts, but can also press or nudge
me when I'm kind of veering off where I need to be. He
uniquely understands both my story and my city’s story,
and those two things are so important to each other and
theyre so important to this campaign.” —

14. Marc Short: He is the long-time
aide to Vice President Mike Pence who is now the
veep’s chief of staff. That's a key gatekeeper posi-
tion for Pence, who is expected to not only remain
on the ticket with President Trump this year, but
run for president in 2024. This makes Short a
staple on the Sunday talk show circuit.

15. HHS Sec. Alex Azar and

CMS Director Seema Verma: These two
Hoosiers control more than $1 trillion in annual
spending, but they’ve been making news for their
feud that has required the intervention of Vice
President Pence and acting Chief of Staff Mick
Mulvaney. Word of the feud broke out in Politico,
followed by reports in the following days on Verma
sticking taxpayers with the costs of stolen Ivanka
Trump series jewelry (wonder how that surfaced in
the media?). It's ignited a West Wing parlor game
as to which one (or, perhaps, neither) survives. Our
bet is that she outlasts Azar and would be on the
short list for HHS secretary if she wants that over a
Silicon Valley tech job.

16. Attorney General Curtis Hill: He
faces a two-year suspension of his law license as the result
of sexual groping allegations from a Democratic legisla-
tor and three staffers, with the Indiana Supreme Court
likely to determine his fate in the coming months. If his
license is suspended, that could kick off a legal battle over
whether that would be enough to force him from office.
This is completely uncharted territory. Even if the Supreme
Court were to reduce that two-year suspension to just
weeks or days, that could give Gov. Holcomb an opening
to jettison Hill, who he has called on to resign in this era
of “zero tolerance” on the sexual harassment front. Even
if the suspension would be measured in days, there is no
mechanism in place that could restore the office to Hill.
Even without such intervention, Hill faces a political floor
fight for the GOP nomination next June from Zionsville
attorney John Westercamp, IDOR Commissioner Adam
Krupp and possibly other candidates. The Fort Wayne
Journal-Gazette reported that Hill has set up a satellite
office in Elkhart, where he is under the scrutiny of Mrs.
Hill, though his tenure at the Indiana Statehouse has been
marked by conspicuous office renovation expenses.

17. Commerce Sec. Jim Schellinger:
His work and worldwide travels allowed Gov. Holcomb to
declare a third consecutive, record-breaking year in 2019,
with the Indiana Economic Development Corporation
(IEDC) securing 296 commitments, investing more than
$8.44 billion while creating up to 27,137 jobs with average
wages of $28.60/hour — marking the highest annual re-
g cords for capital investment and average wages
since the IEDC was established in 2005.

18. U.S. Rep. Jim Banks: His po-
litical trajectory — from Whitley County Republi-
can chairman to the Indiana Senate and 3rd CD
representative in Congress — indicates he has
plans for bigger offices in the future, perhaps a
run for governor in 2024. He's making the most
out of his role on the House Armed Services
Committee to pave the road to his political fu-
ture. He's developing relationships with defense
contractors and military bases all around the
state. He's also an aggressive acolyte of Presi-
dent Trump. He supported Trump’s diversion of
funds from Indiana defense installations to fund
a southern border wall. He also was one of the
most smash-mouth defenders of Trump during
House impeachment proceedings. His rock-solid
safe northeast Indiana congressional seat gives
him plenty of latitude to plot his political future.

19. Indiana Treasurer Kelly

Mitchell: with the Feb. 7 primary filing dead-
line still a long way off, at this writing the Indi-
ana treasurer might have the inside lane for the
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GOP nomination, though conservative Rev. Micah Beckwith
is expected to mount a serious challenge from the right.
Mitchell was the only Republican to post six figures in the
FEC third quarter. Her Statehouse constitutional base gives
her a solid fundraising base. We normally don't list CD as-
pirants on the Power 50, but Mitchell’s higher profile status
makes her an exception.

20. Christina Hale: We're skeptical the “ruby
red” 5th CD can go purple, but the 2016 LG nominee is
the one Democrat who could make it happen. She is trying
to duplicate her tireless victory over State Reo. Cindy Noe
by less than 100 votes in 2012. In that purple Indianapo-
lis district, she won reelection in 2014 with just 51.5% of
the vote. Yes, Sen. Donnelly carried the 5th CD in 2018
and State Sen. J.D. Ford defeated Mike Delph, but the 5th
turned a brighter red up north (Republi-
cans carried the Kokomo Council unani-
mously), but Donnelly had far more
exposure and name ID than Hale has.
Indiana GOP Chairman Kyle Hupfer told
HPI in December that all party hands
are on notice that the 5th could be vul-
nerable. For Hale to win, she’s going to
need a national wave that extends into
the Hoosier State in a repudiation of
President Trump. Anyone want to take
that bet?

21. Hammond Mayor

Thomas McDermott Jr.: The
highly ambitious four-term mayor finally
has a reasonable path to a higher office
with the retirement of U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky. He will
have a real fight for the Democratic nomination with North
Township Trustee Frank Mrvan Jr,, State Rep. Mara Cande-
laria Reardon, and perhaps Bill Hanna likely to make the
race. If the Visclosky machine gets fully on board with one
of them, that could deny McDermott his long-anticipated
ascension. But as the mayor of Lake County’s largest city
and as former county Democratic chairman, it might be
precarious to bet against him.

22. FSSA Sec. Jennifer Sullivan and

IDOH Commissioner Kris Box: FSSA Secretary
Sullivan is poised to play a huge role in 2020 as Gov.
Holcomb continues to focus more on public health. Box
continues to play a conspicuous public role in communicat-
ing the successes of the Holcomb Admin in the opioid and
infant mortality battles.

23. INDOT Commissioner Joe Mc-

Guinness: He is running the highest profile Holcomb
legacy project in Section 6 of I-69. He also oversaw a
record number of 2019 INDOT projects with an expecta-

tion to continue that trajectory. One of the governor’s most
trusted agency heads, the former Franklin mayor would

be on a short list should there be a senior opening in the
governor’s office.

24. Chief Justice Loretta Rush: she
may hold the professional and political fate of Attorney
General Hill in her hands. With Myra Selby’s recommenda-
tion of a two-year license suspension, it wil likely be up to
the Supreme Court to make the final determination, and
the CJ will be the most influential on that front.

25. Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett:
He began his second term after his 71% reelection vic-
tory in November over State Sen. Jim Merritt. In doing so,
Hogsett overcame homicide and infrastructure crises (with
the help at DPW from former
Democratic state chairman Dan
Parker). Hogsett was rewarded
with a Democratic council super
majority, which should make
his second term go much more
smoothly in Indianapolis, which
has become a Democratic bas-
tion.

26. Fort Wayne Mayor

Tom Henry: The mayor won
a historic fourth consecutive
term against well-funded Re-
publican Tim Smith with 61%,
or by 12,000 votes, last Novem-
ber. His coattails turned a 7-2
GOP council majority to 5-4 Republican. “You ain’t seen
nothing yet,” Henry said at his victory celebration. Henry
challenged his city to “break out of their comfort zone” by
tackling issues not normally addressed at the city level,
including health, energy and the arts during what he said
will be his final term.

27. Evansville Mayor Lloyd Win-

necke: The three-term mayor coasted to an easy victory
without a credible Democratic opponent last November,
becoming only the third Evansville mayor to do so. But he
will have to work with a strong Democratic council majority
as his coattails did not extend down ballot. Winnecke pre-
sided over a revival of his downtown, including a sprawl-
ing medical school campus, and the inland relocation of
the city’s casino. He also hosted the Indiana Republican
convention in 2018. What's next? “We have a lot of work
to do still in the area of cleaning up dilapidated housing,
creating more affordable housing with all of our commu-
nity partners,” he told WFIE-TV. “And, we also realize the
work relating to the water and sewer department, which

is not always fun and exciting but certainly a necessity for
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28. Democratic Chairman John Zody:
He has presided over the super minority Democratic Party
for nearly seven years now. He has had to endure the

Donald Trump/Mike Pence era that has upended his party’s
attempts to find contemporary relevance. While Democrats
held on to big city footings in Indianapolis and Fort Wayne,

they still remain relegated to urban areas and the college
towns. Zody hopes to find political refuge in the General
Assembly in 2020. He has declared for the seat being
vacated by retiring State Sen. Mark Stoops.

29. Terre Haute Mayor Duke Ben-

nett: In a city with a reputation for chewing up and
spitting out incumbents, Republican Mayor Bennett won

a fourth term by just a few hundred votes. It came after
he helped successfully steer one of the Gary casinos to his
city, while getting a handle on the city’s financial crisis that
came after the General Assembly passed tax caps dur-

ing the Daniels administration. "I don’t think the people
here are as concerned as much about the “"R" or the “"D”
so much as they want good government,” Bennett told
the Tribune-Star on election night. “At the end of the day,
I think this vote shows the people appreciate what we've
been doing.” Bennett ties Pete Chalos with four terms as
mayor and trails only Ralph Tucker, who served five terms.
Bennett is the longest-serving Republican.

30. U.S. Rep. Andre Carson: With the
coming retirement of U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky and Sen.
Joe Donnelly’s 2018 defeat,
Carson is the last Hoosier Demo-
crat standing in this Trump/super
majority GOP era. As a senior
member of the House Intel-
ligence Committee, Carson had
an intimate look at impeachment
proceedings. His location in the
middle of action gave Carson
eventual vote to impeach Presi-
dent Trump, a grounding and
gravitas beyond those cast by
other members of the House.

His Intelligence Committee seat
also positions him to play a role
in potential House opposition to

any request Trump makes for war U.S. Reps. Andre Carson and Jackie Walorski.

powers to take military actions in

the Middle East. On the home front, Carson could give a
big home-state boost to former South Bend Mayor Pete
Buttigieg, if he were to endorse him. Looking ahead to
November, will Carson do any work outside his district to
help turn Indianapolis suburbs blue — or at least purple?

31. U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski: She has
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put a Republican hammer lock on the 2nd CD, a district
that used to be consistently competitive. So far, it doesn't
look as if she'll have to break a sweat to win her seat
again this year, despite being one of the few GOP women
in Congress during a time when President Trump is going
out of his way to offend women and minorities in the elec-
torate. Walorski, a member of the House Ways & Means
Committee, is one of the few Republicans in Congress
who has remained true to GOP values on free trade. She
has not been shy about criticizing the excesses of Trump’s
trade war with China. But she’s pushed back on trade —
and on Trump's rude behavior — without running afoul of
the White House. If former South Bend Mayor Pete But-
tigieg had decided to work his way up to the White House
by running for Congress first, we would have loved to
have seen a Buttigieg-Walorski matchup. She would have
been the favorite.

32. Drug Czar Douglas Huntsinger:
He will assume the role of executive director for drug
prevention, treatment and enforcement and chairman of
the Indiana Commission to Combat Drug Abuse following
the retirement of Jim McClelland. A native of Frankton,
Huntsinger is currently deputy director for drug preven-
tion, treatment and enforcement, overseeing operational
aspects of the state’s response to the drug crisis since
2017. He previously served as executive producer of the
Indiana State Fair and as a policy director in the office of
former Gov. Daniels. Additionally, he serves as a member
of the Indiana Jail Overcrowding Task Force.

33. Purdue President Mitch Daniels:
The former two-term gov-
ernor has garnered un-
ending positive press over
his seven years as Purdue
president for his success
in freezing tuition and
introducing other innova-
tions in West Lafayette.
Yes, he fell on his face
recently with his comment
about an outstanding
African American scholar
being the “rarest of
creatures.” But overall, he
has had a golden touch at
Purdue. As for his holding
the line on tuition, since
2012, annual borrowing
by Purdue undergraduates is down $57 million and the
percent graduating debt-free is up 13 percentage points
to 59%. He has also brought the Purdue Polytech High
Schools to downtown Indianapolis and Broad Ripple, with
a potential third campus on the west side of South Bend.
The Wall Street Journal has been particularly laudatory of
Daniels’ tenure at the school on the banks of the Wa-
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bash River. But that publication has had a bromance with
Daniels for years. The question is: Will the WSJ continue
to celebrate Purdue after Daniels retires? That's when we’'ll
know what kind of legacy he has left.

34. IU President IU President Mi-

chael McRobbie: As old IU celebrates its bicentennial
this year, it's worth noting President McRobbie’s legacy
since he arrived on campus in 1997 as first vice president
for information technology and then took the helm in
2007. He has presided over construction or renovation of
more than 100 major new facilities across all campuses
with a total value of around $2.5 billion and launched the
largest fundraising campaign in IU’s history with a $3 bil-
lion goal.

35. USDA Under Sec. Ted McKinney:
The under secretary of agriculture for trade and foreign
agricultural affairs had quite a year serving under “Tariff
Man” (i.e. President Trump). With the Senate poised to
pass USMCA this week and Trump signing phase I of his
trade deal with China next week, there must be palpable
relief for the former Indiana Ag director. He told Hoosier
farmers in Lafayette last summer, "USMCA drove this visit.
My world is to settle some of these trade differences,
and that’s why certainty on USMCA would be enormously
important.” Trump is promising more trade sanctions in the
coming year, and McKinney will likely spend another busy
year urging calm down on the nervous farm.

36. Surgeon General Jerome Adams:
He became the 20th surgeon general in 2017, and the first
Hoosier. He was part of the Hoosier tide brought into the
Trump administration by Vice President Mike Pence. He
has been at the forefront of the nation’s battle with opioid
addiction, as well as taking a hard line against the legaliza-
tion of marijuana. Dr. Adams has called for a cultural shift
on addiction, urging the public and policymakers to view
it as a chronic, treatable disease rather than a “moral fail-
ing.” He also has called for expanding access to evidence-
based treatment and broadening the availability of nalox-
one.

37. Ways & Means Chair-

man Tim Brown: Informed and reli-
able sources tell HPI that Dr. Brown intends
to seek reelection this year. It caps his med- |
ical comeback after suffering severe injuries
in a motorcycle accident in 2018. Should
Gov. Holcomb decide to open up funding on &
the teacher pay front, the venerable chair-
man will play a key role.

38. Bill and Ann Moreau:
With a widely perceived “civics” deficit in
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the state, the retired Barnes & Thornburg partner and his
wife have established "The Indiana Citizen” website. With
the support of Bob Grand, Jeanne Kelsay, Michael Golden-
berg, Russell Cox and Trevor Foughty, this non-partisan,
non-profit platform described as “The Crossroads of Civic
Engagement” will seek to increase 2020 voter participa-
tion by 20%, or 500,000 votes, next year. “That would
move Indiana from the bottom 10 to the top 10,” Moreau
told HPI. “We've got some big, big goals for this platform.
We're trying to create a single place where a Hoosier can
get registered to vote, check out their registration, find
out who represents them, and find out every bit of public
information we can load there about the candidates and
the issues as we head into 2020.”

39. Republican National Committee-

man John Hammond III: He warned Republicans
about President Trump’s fitness for office in 2015 while
observing that many Americans yearned for a “strong-
man” in the White House, then joined the RNC in 2016. So
Hammond represents a key slot in the transformation of
the GOP into the “Party of Trump.” Hammond is also a key
confidante of Vice President Pence.

40. Chamber President Kevin Brin-

egar: After years of pushing for a cigarette tax increase,
raising the age of tobacco purchase has found critical mass
in Congress and with Gov. Holcomb.

41. IMA President Brian Burton: Wwe
keep hearing about the contraction of manufacturing, and
Burton tells HPI that part of that is because of President
Trump'’s tariffs. The reason that hasn't reverberated more
across the state is that there are still 70,000-plus unfilled
jobs. “We still have 545,000 manufacturing jobs in the
state,” Burton said, though he notes that statistic is “under
counted” because it doesn't include HR, accounting, and
security personnel employed by state manufacturers. As
for the coming election, Burton said the We Ask American
Poll reveals that “Creating jobs and improving the econo-
my” (22%) and “making health more affordable” (20%)
are the top two issues.

42. Marty Obst: This Hoosier GOP
operative continues to be a close ally of both Vice
President Pence and Gov. Holcomb. He remains
the first name on most people’s list for fundraising
in Indiana, though that has spread to the national
level. He is expected to play a substantial role in
President Trump'’s reelection campaign as well as
setting up for whatever the future may hold for
the VP.

43. U.S. Rep. Greg Pence: He’s
leading his congressional life on Capitol Hill the
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same way he conducted his
campaign — hidden away
from the media, except at
the recent House leadership
presser on impeachment,
when he stood with leadership |
as a beacon to the paranoid
President Trump that Team
Pence was fully manning the
ramparts. His office touts his
interactions with constituents,
but it's not clear anyone other
than those in the room know
what he’s up to or what he
stands for. Sure, his press
shop puts out statements
about bills he supports and
work he’s doing. He's a mem-
ber of the House Transporta-
tion Committee. But no journal-

ist has had access to him to our knowledge. HPI interview
requests languish in his press secretary’s inbox. This kind
of hermetically sealed congressional service may be OK
while his brother is vice president. But at some point, he
has to let people know who Greg Pence is beyond a well-
connected member of Congress.

44, U.S. Rep. Larry Bucshon: He is
another Republican member of the Hoosier congressional
delegation who has turned a once competitive district into
a reliable GOP seat. It's no longer the “Bloody 8th,” it's the
“Boring 8th.” He serves on an influential House committee,
Energy and Commerce, but hasn't crafted particularly pro-
found or signature legislation. He seems content on being
a solid but low-key back bencher.

45, State Sen. Jeff Raatz and State

Rep. Robert Behning: The two chamber education
chairs will be dealing with two hot button issues for this
election year: The ILEARN Hold Harmless legislation that
began moving on the first session day, and the teacher
pay issue.

46. Kurt and Kristin Luidhardt: This
husband/wife team heads up the Indianapolis-based
Prosper Group, which handles many of President Trump’s
reelection campaign digital strategies.

47. U.S. Rep. Pete Vis-

closky: The dean of the Hoosier con-
gressional delegation will retire in 2021,
taking with him his longtime seat on the
House Appropriations Committee, where
he was chair of the Defense subcom-
mittee. His career spanned from a time
when congressional earmarks made ap-

U.S. Reps. Greg Pence (lef), Jim Baird and Larry Bucshon at Gov. Hol-
comb’s campaign kickoff last summer in Knightstown.
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propriators the “cardi-

8 nals” of Capitol Hill to
[ an era where earmarks
8 have been eliminated.

But his role in deter-
mining how the federal
government spent its
money always made
Visclosky one of the
most quietly powerful
Hoosiers in Washington.
A champion of north-
west Indiana indus-
try — e.g., steel — and
infrastructure, it will be
interesting to see how
the prickly relationship
between Visclosky and
Hammond Mayor Tom
McDermott evolves as
McDermott runs for the open 1st CD seat.

48. U.S. Rep. Susan Brooks: She was the
member of the Hoosier congressional delegation with the
brightest future — until she stunned everyone by announc-
ing her retirement last summer. The third Republican wom-
an to win a House seat in Indiana, the former Indianapolis
deputy mayor and U.S. attorney came within a single vote
in the Republican Central Committee of being the party’s
2016 gubernatorial nominee. She says her political career
is over. A former chair of the House Ethics Committee, she
has been critical of President Trump’s divisive rhetoric. She
developed a reputation as being smart and effective — one
of the “adults in the room,” as she was dubbed in a recent
Wall Street Journal column by Fred Barnes about Brooks’
vote against impeachment. One of just 13 GOP women
in the House, Brooks would have been much higher on
this list if she had decided to stay in the arena and try to
increase that number. Now, she says she will be a “coach
and mentor” for a new generation of Republicans.

49. Earl Goode: Gov. Holcomb’s chief of staff
makes the trains run on time. He did the same task for
Gov. Daniels for nearly five years. The question is always,
“How long will he stay?” And who will take his place?

50. Joe Donnelly: You can bet that U.S. Sen.
Todd Young is keeping tabs on this former Democratic
senator. Young is up for reelection in 2022 and Donnelly
would pose the best chance for Hoosier Democrats to re-
claim the Senate seat they lost in 2018. Donnelly has been
mum on his political future beyond expressing no interest
in the 2020 gubernatorial race. He joined the Washington
law firm of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld as a partner
last year. He remains as the most potentially potent Demo-

crat in Indiana. <
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Stark money realities
force Melton out of
Dem gov primary race

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS — By the time the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly gaveled in on Monday, the obvious set in
on State Sen. Eddie Melton’s nascent and under-funded
Democratic gubernatorial campaign: The prohibition on
legislator money-raising would
doom the effort.

After sunset, the Gary
Democrat pulled out of the race,
¥ leaving Dr. Woody Myers and
» businessman Josh Owens in the

primary race for the nomination to
challenge Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb.

“Over the past six months, I have had the privi-
lege of traveling our state and engaging with thousands of
Hoosiers, hearing their concerns about educational fund-
ing, economic mobility, draconian laws oppressing women’s
ability to make their own health care decisions, and failure
to honor our Veterans' sacrifices,” Melton said in a state-
ment. “As I look to address this issue and the many other
challenges we as a state face, I know that my time and
energy will be best spent fully engaged in the upcoming
2020 legislative session. So, with renewed commitment,

I have chosen to devote my full time and energy to our
fight in the Capitol and announce my withdrawal from the
gubernatorial campaign.”

Melton had filed his candidate statement of orga-
nization on Oct. 4, 2019, but had not posted any donations
over $10,000. The most conspicuous part of his candidacy
was a series of town halls with Republican Supt. Jennifer
McCormick last summer. The pair flirted with the notion of
forming a bipartisan ticket, a curious turn of events for Mc-
Cormick, who had announced she had
grown tired of politics.

The stark reality facing Melton,
who would have to give up his Senate
seat, is his money problem. With Gov.
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has a long and bright future focused on making Indiana
better for Hoosiers. I thank him for his continued service
in the Indiana Senate and look forward to his counsel and
advice as my campaign continues.”

Owens reacted, saying, “I have a great deal of re-
spect for Sen. Melton and really enjoyed getting to know
him as we traveled the state these last few months. I
know he will continue to be a tireless advocate for public
school teachers and all Hoosiers in this legislative ses-
sion.”

Gov. Holcomb also weighed in, with Republican
Chairman Kyle Hupfer saying, “Indiana is on a roll and
Gov. Holcomb’s record of Putting People First is improving
the lives of Hoosiers in all corners of the state. As I have
said before, when these potential candidates travel the
state they will hear the same thing from Hoosiers in com-
munities large and small: They like the direction of the
state and look forward to four more years of leadership
from Governor Holcomb.”

Trump paints Dems as Iran sympathizers

After years of casting himself as the leader to end
America’s decades-long wars, President Donald Trump is
now trying to use his administration’s aggressive military
strike against Iran to his political advantage — as a tool
to batter his Democratic rivals (Politico). Trump and his
conservative allies are hitting the airwaves and social
media to portray Democrats as Iran sympathizers for
questioning the president’s decision to kill Iranian general
Qassem Soleimani, leaning into patriotism and national
security threats ahead of the 2020 election as a way to
cast the Democrats as the weaker party. “The president
took out the world’s most threatening terrorist and the
Democrats are trying to take out the president. He wins!”
said Kellyanne Conway, counselor to the president. “The
alarmists and apologists show skepticism about our own
intelligence and sympathy for Soleimani.”

Poll shows many critical of Iran hit

The American public is increasingly critical of
President Donald Trump’s handling of
Iran after he ordered the U.S. mili-
tary to kill a powerful Iranian military
commander, and a majority of U.S.

CEPREL LR TEE  adults now expect the countries to
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Hoosier presidential

hopetuls Dan & Dick

By JACK COLWELL
SOUTH BEND — As the new year dawned 25 years
ago, back in 1995, there were two presidential prospects
from Indiana. Neither was the mayor of South Bend, a
post now a springboard to a top-tier spot in the quest for a
presidential nomination.
" Joe Kernan, the mayor
back then, was popular and
went on to serve as lieutenant
governor and governor. But
nobody in 1995 was suggest-
ing that Mayor Joe should
launch a presidential cam-
paign from South Bend the
way Mayor Pete has done.
The two prospects from
Indiana back then were both
Republicans, both following
the more traditional political
path to run for president. One
was a senator. The other had been a senator and then vice
president of the United States.
Dick Lugar.
Dan Quayle.
Neither made it, of course, and for different rea-

sons.

Quayle had been on the Republican ticket for vice
president as George H.W. Bush won the presidency in
1988 and then as Bush lost to Bill Clinton in 1992. While
Quayle had the qualifications in terms of political experi-
ence and widespread name recognition, how his name was
recognized wasn't helpful. He could not shake the image
of being a lightweight, even though a lot of the negative
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Lugar was an expert on foreign affairs, someone
the national news media turned to for comment on any
international crisis. He was a Rhodes Scholar, smarter than
most if not all of the other contenders for the Republican
nomination. Too smart, it seemed, as voters in the early
tests in the Iowa caucuses and New Hampshire primary
were more attracted to glitz, negative TV and squabbles
over issues less consequential than war-or-peace issues
around the world.

While covering a Lugar campaign swing through
New Hampshire, I was told by a key activist that Lugar
wasn't doing so well there because: “He’s talking about
foreign policy when nobody wants to hear about foreign
policy.”

Money, though less of it was spent then, still
was very important for a presidential campaign. Lugar
hoped to move into second place as the top challenger
to Dole. But Steve Forbes quickly bought second place in
polls with a ton of money, something still possible today.

The Forbes balloon burst as the Iowa caucus go-
ers turned to something more than ability to spend heavily.
Dole finished first, though not by a landslide. Lugar, who
just couldn't get much attention, finished with only 4%
of the vote. He was finished — no chance for the nomina-
tion — even though he went on to New Hampshire as he
promised and edged up to 5% there.

Then as now, you can't get clobbered in Iowa and
New Hampshire and still attract supporters, news media
attention and campaign funding. What if Lugar had run
for president before he was a senator, back when he was
mayor of Indianapolis? Would a Rhodes Scholar Indiana
mayor have had a chance 25 years ago? No. Some things
are different. <

Colwell has covered Indiana politics over five de-
cades for the South Bend Tribune.

perception was a bum rap.

It was then or never for Quayle. And as
he contemplated the race, there was a chorus tell-
ing him “Never.” A Wall Street Journal column early
in 1995 suggested: “The easiest thing to do with Dan
Quayle is to not take him seriously.” Then columnist
Gerald F. Seib asked why on earth “is this man going
to run for president in 1996?"

Republicans wanted somebody sure to keep
Clinton from what to them was unthinkable, Clinton
reelection. Quayle got the message and decided early
in 1995 not to run. Republicans nominated Bob Dole.

Lugar did run. He edged toward the deci-
sion, going to a big New Hampshire Republican dinner
early in 1995, just a year before the first-in-the-nation
primary, important then as now. Unlike Quayle, Lugar
had an image as a heavyweight. Too heavy, as it
turned out.
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How can news media
regain public trust

By KELLY HAWES
ANDERSON — As the clock wound down on 2019,
two things happened related to the state of journalism in
this country NBCs Chuck Todd devoted an entire edition
= of “"Meet the Press” to the topic of
- disinformation in the age of Donald J.
. Trump, and the Newseum closed its
doors for what might have been the
last time.
Situated just down the street from
ii the White House, the 11-year-old
| museum featured a gallery of Pulitzer
Prize-winning photographs and a dis-
play dedicated to journalists who had
been killed while doing
their jobs. It included the bent and twisted
World Trade Center antenna set against a
backdrop of newspaper front pages report-
ing on the terrorist attack that brought
down the New York City landmark.
The Newseum was, in short, a mon-
ument to journalism and the 1st Amend-
ment.

In explaining its decision to
close the museum, the Freedom Forum
said it could no longer sustain the expense.
Perhaps the facility had been overly ambi-
tious. Too big, too expensive. A $25 ticket in
a city filled with free attractions. Its demise,
though, came at a time when its message
could not have been more needed.

On that segment of “Meet the Press,” Todd spoke to
Dean Baquet, executive editor of the New York Times, and
Marty Baron, executive editor of the Washington Post. He
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mentioned a recent CBS poll asking where Americans turn
for information they can trust. More than 90% of Trump
supporters cited the president himself.

“Well, that's true,” Baron said, “and I think that’s
the way the president would like to have it. He has de-
scribed us as the opposition party. ... He wants to dis-
qualify the mainstream media as an arbiter of facts and of
truth.”

Baquet said journalists needed to respond to crit-
ics and admit when they were wrong. "What I think we're
going to have to get very aggressive about,” he said, “is to
be really transparent, to assume nothing and to make sure
people know where we are, how we do our work, to show
our work more aggressively.”

He mentioned the Washington Post’s report de-
tailing the lies the government had told under successive
administrations concerning the war in Afghanistan. The
Post uncovered documents revealing that while officials
were painting a rosy picture, the reality of the long-run-
ning conflict was more bleak.

Journalists didn't just
publish the story, Baquet
said, but they also posted the
supporting documents on the
newspaper’s website. “They
put them online so that I
could read them, readers
could read them and could
see that it wasn't just three
reporters or, I guess, in this
case one reporter sitting in
a room making stuff up,” he
said.

The job of journalists,
Baquet said, is to sort fact
from fiction “and to make
sure that people trust us and

2019

understand that’s our job.”
Todd wanted to know how the news media could
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go about making that argument. “"Do we need to start
campaigning around the country?” he asked. “To say, ‘No,
no, no. Here's how the facts work. Here's what reporting
is. Here's what journalists are.”” It wouldn't be the first
time. Thirty years ago, the Society of Professional Journal-
ists joined with the Advertising Council in putting together
a campaign celebrating the role of a free press.

Timed to coincide with the bicentennial of the
Constitution and Bill of Rights, the campaign was called
Project Watchdog, and it featured ads showing examples

You get what you pay
for in government

By MORTON MARCUS

INDIANAPOLIS — Ever buy hamburger? You pay
more for less fat and more beef. I think of that whenever I
hear about the blatant incompetence and arrogant igno-
rance of state or local government workers. Want less fat
and more beef? Pay for it!

The surprising element
is so many excellent govern-
ment workers remain diligent,
dedicated and on the job.

Some of these outstand-
ing public servants report to
unprepared elected officials or
their political appointees. We
don't have sufficient numbers
of people who understand
their jobs and appreciate their
responsibility to the public that
pays them.

: : : But there is a light shin-
ing in the Governor’s ofﬁce Between Christmas and New
Year's Day, Gov. Eric Holcomb announced a range of pay
increases for existing state employees. Based on merit
reviews, employees can receive two, four, or six percent
increases, beginning next month.

That's good. But recognize how bad it has
been for so long and getting worse. In 1998, 20 years
before our latest data, on average, Indiana paid state
workers 22% less than the national average for state
employees. In 2018, our state employees were paid 27%
below the U.S. average. Indiana sank from 46th to 48th
place among the 50 states in paying state workers, ahead
of only South Dakota and West Virginia.

The increased pay for state workers has been
earned, after two decades without adequate reward for
their labor. The shame belongs to Democrat and Republi-
can administrations alike.

of stories that pointed out government waste and viola-
tions of the public trust. “If the press didn't tell us,” the
campaign asked, “who would?”

It might be time for a new campaign. <

Kelly Hawes is a columnist for CNHI News Indiana.
He can be reached at kelly.hawes@indianamedia-
group.com. Find him on Twitter @Kelly_Hawes.
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Indiana state legislators are responsible for two ad-
ditional deficiencies:

First, the endemic problem of state agencies is the
entry pay scale on which all other compensation is based.
If you cannot bring in the best from Indiana colleges and
universities because they can find better pay in other
states, you are doomed to mediocrity. Better pay to start
and better annual increments are the best ways to clear
out the fat.

Second, what about atoning for the sins of
the legislature? The on-going degradation of Indiana lo-
cal governments and schools is well known. In 1998, pay
for Indiana’s local government workers (including teach-
ers) averaged 14% less than the national average. It got
worse. In 2018, that shortfall was 27%.

In 1998, Hoosier local government wages ranked
an almost respectable 28th in the nation. By 2018, they
fell to a disreputable 43rd.

Gov. Holcomb, will you shine a penetrating light on
these gross embarrassments? Get your legislature to face
up to its responsibilities!

Once again, we must ask, “A state that works” for
whom? <

Mr. Marcus is an economist. Reach him at mortonj-
marcus@yahoo.com. Follow his views and those of
John Guy on “"Who gets what?” wherever podcasts
are available or atmortonjohn.libsyn.com <«

McConnell has impeach votes

WASHINGTON — Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said Tuesday he has secured the Republican
votes needed to start President Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial and postpone a decision on witnesses or docu-
ments that Democrats want (AP). McConnell is expected to
launch the third impeachment trial in the nation’s history
as soon as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi sends the articles
of impeachment to the Senate. She is set to meet late
Tuesday with her leadership team. “"We have the votes,”
McConnell told reporters. He said the question of new
witnesses will be addressed later “and not before the trial
begins.”
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What does consumer
spending do for

our economy?

By MICHAEL HICKS

MUNCIE - With the year ending, the one endur-
ing bright spot of the domestic economy is consumer
spending. Over the past decade, consumer spending
accounted for between 67 and 69% of our total economy
or gross domestlc product (GDP). Consumers are a large

: 1 and stable share of total demand
for goods and services. How-
ever, continued high demand for
L consumer goods is not the same
thing as economic growth. It is
| mistake to think that consumer
spending is causing GDP growth,
« when consumer spending is sim-
ply @ measure of demand.
_ Over the long
- term, economic growth is caused
exclusively by productivity
growth. That is simply, how much
more, per worker, the economy can produce or supply.
Globally, how much we produce is identically equal to how
much we can consume. However, inside each nation, we
can sometimes consume more than we produce because
other nations lend us money to do so. To borrow money
like this is an example of economic strength, which, by the
way, leads to trade deficits. That is another story.

We should be mostly worried about long-term
economic growth. I don’t wish to minimize the ill effects of
a recession, which can be very disruptive to many families.
However, the short-run ups and downs we call the busi-
ness cycle are forever with us. Our long-term prosperity is
determined far more by long-term growth than short-term
ups and downs. Stable household spending helps keep us
on our long-term growth path, but does nothing directly to
cause changes to long-term growth.

Consumer spending as a share of GDP does vary
over time. In the 1960s it ranged from 61.8 to 59.6% of
GDP. It has been rising fairly steadily since, plateauing
at the current level for more than a decade. It has also
grown far more stable, which indirectly helps reduce eco-
nomic volatility. Why these changes occur are themselves
and interesting side note to the economy.

American consumption patterns changed
significantly over the past 90 years or so. In 1929, we
spent about 70% of our family earnings on goods and
only 30% on services. We were much poorer then, and so
we allocated a larger share of spending to food, clothing,
housing, transportation and the like. Movies, recreational
activities, health and education were a smaller share of
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our family spending.

By the mid-1960s spending on services rose to
half of household income, and today sits above 70%. This
is true across most developed nations, and provides us
more stable levels of consumer spending. The reason for
this is straightforward. In the face of rising fear of a reces-
sion, goods consumption can be delayed. We might delay
the purchase of a TV, wait until next year to replace the
car, or maybe hold off on that new RV purchase.

The consumption of services is harder to delay un-
til good times return. So, families continue to pay medical,
schooling, our cable TV bill, life insurance, and other items
that cannot easily be deferred until the fears of a reces-
sion pass.

Demographics also play a role. Families with
heads of household in their 50s and 60s spend very dif-
ferently than families in their 20s and 30s, but the com-
position of a family is very important. Single people spend
more on housing, but less on transportation or apparel
than everyone else does. Married families with children
spend much more on pension savings and insurance.

Family income also matters, with wealthy families
increasing their spending on insurance and pensions, as
well as food at home and housing. The poorest families
spend a larger share on food at home and transportation
services. Strong consumer spending is a hopeful sign,
because families take into account their personal economic
conditions when making spending decisions.

So, continued spending signals a widely held belief
that the economy remains strong. With unemployment
rates low, and solid wage growth, there is little to suggest
consumers will spend less in the coming year. This is good
news, not because that spending will cause the economy
to grow, but rather that sustained consumer spending
makes it less likely that we'll slip into a short-run economic
downturn. <

Hicks, PhD, is the director of the Center for Busi-
ness and Economic Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished professor of econom-
ics in the Miller College of Business at Ball State.
University.
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Carlos Lozada, Washington Post: Donald Trump
Jr's best-selling new book, “Triggered,” fails as memoir and
as polemic: Its analysis is facile, its hypocrisy relentless,

its self-awareness marginal. (The writing is wretched, even
by the standards of political vanity projects.) But the point
of “Triggered” is not autobiographical, literary or analytic,
and it should not be read or evaluated on such grounds.
Rather, the book is most useful as a preview of
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have talked with is that 2020 will not be a repeat of 2019.
While some of this may be wishful thinking, there is also
the historical trend that extremes in weather, econom-
ics, and politics are not repeated in consecutive years.
The improvements in the markets, the weather, and even
policy issues as we ended the year, also gives one hope
that the worst is over. Passage of the USMCA, a trade

_ agreement with Japan, and a promised $40

I . 2. . .
a possible Donald Trump Jr. 2024 presidential y B, Dbillion shopping spree of ag goods by China
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“There’s been a fair amount of speculation as to cﬂlu!s‘qrms.rs Y uncertainty and volatility will likely be extreme

where my own political career might take me,” "‘\\_‘HI
Don Jr. notes with satisfaction. This book provides

an answer, presenting its author as the natural heir to the
MAGA movement: a troller of lefties, warrior of culture and
self-described “'s----talker par excellence.” Just like Dad!
Yet Don Jr. also attempts to establish some differences,
even if stylistic. His positions on immigration are no less
hard-line than his father’s, for instance, yet he invokes

his own immigrant roots and friendships with immigrants
— legal ones, of course, the good ones — to soften the
edges. And more important, Don Jr. portrays himself as

an authentic representative of the aggrieved heartland, in
some ways more so than his father. He dedicates his book
to “the deplorables,” saluting the patriotism and values of
the everyman Trump supporter. *I am proudly one of you,”
he writes. And he almost seems to believe it.

Throughout “Triggered,” Don Jr. claims both his political
and familial inheritance. “From the moment the nurses at
New York Hospital inked the name ‘Donald John Trump Jr’
onto my birth certificate,” he writes, “you might say I've
been following in the footsteps of my father.” He claims to
share his father’s “killer instinct” and writes that speaking
bluntly is “just one of those things that got passed down in
the genes!” The connection is not just genetic but mysti-
cal: "The energy that flows through my father is the same
energy that flowed through my grandfather and great-
grandfather before him. . . . The same energy also flows
through me.” At times, he even seems to conflate the two
Donald Trumps: "I fight back,” Don Jr. writes. "That’s what
we do.” <

Gary Truitt, Hoosier Ag Today: In agriculture,

we like to compare years past to our present situation,
“This is just like 2011, or 2008, or 1980, or 1968.” While
sometimes it is the weather or sometimes the markets,

we seek to gain understanding about our current situation
from what has happened in the past. We were unable to
do this in 2019 because there was not a year quite like this
one in living memory. This is one of the reasons many of
us felt such anxiety and uncertainty, because we did not
have any reference point to the past. In the future, 2019
will be a benchmark by which other years are judged, "It
is not as bad as it was back in '19.” So what can we expect
from 20207 The general consensus from most folks I
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in 2020.The upcoming presidential election

is likely to be one of the most contentious
and polarizing events in U.S. politics in recent
history. It will be the dominant issue in the media, even
more than it is today. The discourse will be vitriolic and
the attacks personal. Ideology will take precedence over
issues, facts will be hard to find, and truth will be suspect.
The issue of agricultural trade will find itself in the political
crosshairs as one side will tout achievements as a great
success and the other side will portray them as an utter
failure. How agriculture will fare in this environment is
something that will need to be watched very carefully. If
you were hoping 2020 would be less stressful and uncer-
tain than 2019, I am afraid you will be disappointed. My
advice, stay informed, gird your loins, and hold on; it is
going to be a wide ride. I do not, however, want to leave
you with the impression that 2020 will be a year of stress
and strife. There are several positive developments we can
look forward to in the new year. Valentine’s day falls on

a Friday, and Cinco de Mayo falls on Taco Tuesday. The
4th of July is on Saturday which means a long weekend
of fireworks and food which should certainly help increase
beef demand. Halloween is on Saturday, and Christmas

is on Friday. New Year's 2021 will also mean a three day
weekend, which we will all need by then. I hope 2020 is a
profitable and safe year filled with blessings and opportu-
nities. «

John Feehery, Real Clear Politics: If you have
played poker, you have played against a guy like my friend
Woody. Woody talks a big game, makes big bets, relent-
lessly raises the stakes at all kinds of inappropriate times
and usually walks away with the biggest pot at the end of
the night. President Trump is like Woody. He would be a
nightmare to play poker against. He is always on offense.
He is always making a big show of his big bets. When

he does fold, he does it so quietly, nobody really notices,
because he is on with his next big bet. Predictability

used to be the hallmark of America’s international policy.
But Trump has changed that equation. He is unpredict-
able, unconventional, and he makes foreign leaders, our
allies and the Washington establishment exceedingly
uncomfortable. <



@

Ways & Means
rejects teacher pay

INDIANAPOLIS — Hoosier
teachers probably should not get
their hopes up that the 2020 General
Assembly will directly fund the pay
increases demanded by the 15,000
educators who rallied at the State-
house in November. On Tuesday, the
Republican-controlled House Ways
and Means Committee voted on party
lines to reject a proposal to use $291
million in surplus state revenue to
pay a one-time bonus to public and
charter school teachers by the end of
the current school
year (Carden, NWI
Times). Records
show if that money
was equally distrib-
uted to Indiana’s
50,000-plus teach- B
ers, each would receive approximately
$5,800 in additional pay. “Indiana
teachers are leaving in droves,” said
state Rep. Greg Porter, D-Indianapolis,
sponsor of the measure. “Low and
inadequate pay is a major reason for
teacher loss. We need to stop the
bleeding now.” Porter’s teacher pay
proposal was offered as an amend-
ment to House Bill 1007. That legisla-
tion — a top priority for House Repub-
licans — calls for using $291 million
in unanticipated tax revenue collected
during the 2019 budget year to pay
cash, instead of borrowing, for six uni-
versity construction projects included
in the 2020-21 state budget.

Hold harmless bill
advances in House

INDIANAPOLIS — Teachers
might no longer have their perfor-
mance evaluations tied to student
test scores under a bill that passed its
first step Tuesday (Kelly, Fort Wayne
Journal Gazette). The House Educa-
tion Committee voted unanimously to
eliminate a state mandate that local
districts use objective measures of
student achievement and growth —
test scores — to “significantly inform”

. TICKER TAPE

' A-F letter grade a school received

teacher evaluations. Rep. Tony Cook,
R-Cicero, author of House Bill 1002,
called the current system “imperfect
and sometimes unfair” and called
the bill a major change in education
policy. The bill now moves to the full
House. House Education Chairman
Robert Behning, R-Indianapolis, point-
ed out that 36 states require objective
measurements as part of evaluations.
On Monday — the first day of the
2020 legislative session — the Senate
Education Committee unanimously
advanced a measure to ensure schools
don't face state takeover, and teach-
ers don’t miss out on pay raises, due
to just 37.1% of students in grades
3 through 8 passing both the English
and math tests last year (Carden,

B NI Times). Senate Bill 2, which

now goes to the full chamber,
automatically would assign the

during the 2017-18 school year
for both its 2018-19 and 2019-20
accountability rating, unless the school
otherwise earned a better grade.

Iran fires on U.S.
base in Iraq

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran struck
back at the United States for the kill-
ing of a top Iranian general early to-
day, firing a series of ballistic missiles
at two Iraqgi bases housing U.S. troops
in @ major escalation that brought the
two longtime foes closer to war (AP).
Iranian state TV said it was in revenge
for the U.S. killing of Revolutionary
Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani, whose
death last week in an American drone
strike near Baghdad prompted angry
calls to avenge his slaying. A U.S.
official said there were no immediate
reports of American casualties, though
buildings were still being searched.
“All is well!” President Donald Trump
tweeted shortly after the missile
attacks, adding, “So far, so good”
regarding casualties.

Holcomb backs
surplus bill changes

INDIANAPOLIS — Gowv. Eric
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Holcomb supports lawmakers’ decision
to remove the proposed new swine
barn at the Indiana State Fairgrounds
from a list of projects the state could
pay for with surplus dollars, his bud-
get director said Tuesday morning (Er-
dody, IBJ). Holcomb initially proposed
spending $291 million from the state’s
reserves on five major capital projects
after the state ended fiscal year 2019
with a surplus of $410 million. That
brought reserves up to $2.27 billion,
or nearly 14% of current-year expen-
ditures. Holcomb's proposal requires
legislative approval, and an appropria-
tions bill recently filed by House Ways
& Means Chairman Tim Brown did not
include the swine barn. His list includ-
ed six capital projects at higher educa-
tion institutions totaling $291 million:
$73 million for the Purdue College of
Veterinary Medicine teaching hospital;
$62 million for Indiana University for
bicentennial projects; $59.9 million
for the Ball State University STEM and
Health Professions facilities; $30 mil-
lion for the Ivy Tech Columbus main
building replacement; $18.4 million for
renovation of Dreiser Hall at Indiana
State University; $48 million for the
University of Southern Indiana Health
Professions classroom renovation and
the rest to pay off some existing debt.
obligations.

Buttigieg Fox News
town hall Jan. 26

WASHINGTON — Fox News
will host a town hall with former South
Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg on Jan. 26
from Des Moines, Iowa. The town hall,
which will be moderated by “Fox News
Sunday” anchor Chris Wallace, comes
one week before the Iowa caucuses.
“We are pleased to host Mayor But-
tigieg for the second time this elec-
tion cycle for a timely town hall in the
influential state of Iowa,” said Jay Wal-
lace, president and executive editor
of Fox News Media, in a statement.
“Once again, we are looking forward
to providing our millions of viewers
with an insightful discussion ahead of
the first major contest.


https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/indiana-lawmakers-act-to-hold-schools-teachers-harmless-from-impact/article_e624ac64-ea59-569a-81d1-04da24c97d0b.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://www.journalgazette.net/news/world/20200108/iran-fires-at-us-troops-in-iraq
https://www.ibj.com/articles/holcomb-ok-not-using-cash-for-swine-barn

