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Sen. Young welghs GOP health plan

Freshman Republican studies
Senate plan, says CBO score
will be part of his calculation
as Obamacare implodes

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - Last Friday morning,
Howey Politics Indiana listened to U.S. Sen. Todd
Young speak before the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
calling for an Authoriza-
tion of Use of Military
Force that can be used
against al Qaeda, the
Taliban and ISIS. “We
can't duck our war-making
responsibilities anymore.
Congress cannot continue to delegate war powers
to the president.”

But as he spoke those words, a domestic
war brewed on Capitol Hill. Senate Republicans unveiled
its version of the Obamacare replace/repeal and Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell will seek a vote this week.
The Senate plan is built on similar contours of the House
American Health Care Act that passed by a single vote on

May 4. At this writing, at least five senators say they are
against the “discussion draft” and while Young said that
the Senate must act, he says he’s in the undecided col-
umn.

Continued on page 3

Team Holcomb data sets

By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS — At the 2014 Indiana Republican
Convention in Fort Wayne, as Eric Holcomb looked on from
the dias behind him, Republican National Committee Chair-
man Reince Priebus recalled a conversation he had with
a donor who said after the Mitt
Romney presidential debacle in
2012, “If you're not going to be
big and bold, then don't waste
my time.”

Priebus explained, “I've
never stopped thinking about
that conversation. We can’t
simply be a mid-term party. We
have to be a presidential party.
We have to grow. We have to
get 60 million people to come to
the polls in 2016 so we cannot

“I don’t think being a sitting
member of Congress is the best
advantage. The public is very
dissatisfied with Congress.”
- State Sen. Muike Delph, telling
HPI he sees a ‘conservative
lane’ in the U.S. Senate race.

He will decide by fall.
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just save our party, we're going to be
big and bold to save this country.”

And Priebus vowed to spend
$35 million for a data upgrade. “You
have to have a national party that’s
competent in digital and data, be-
cause we are only ones who can hand
it off to the federal candidate. So you
have to have a national party that
understands that you have to get your
act together slicing and dicing the
electorate and know what the data is
and have the messag-
es catered to the right
people, depending on
who you're communi-
cating to. Consumer
data sets. What does
the census data say?
Who's turning in an ab-
sentee ballot in every
day? Who's requested
a ballot but didn’t turn
it in so I can knock on
their door? These are
the things a competent
party does.”

Priebus, of
course, is now chief of
staff to President Don-
ald Trump, who won
62.98 million votes,

T

tional Twitter and rally campaign, with
many convinced that he could never
compete with the Obama era data set
the Democrats thought they had. But
the foundation that Chairman Prie-
bus put in motion gave the GOP data
sets to pull away in Florida and win
Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylva-
nia, creating the biggest presidential
upset in history. The conventional
wisdom was that the data advantage
forged by Barack Obama in 2008 and

T

At the 2014 Indiana Republican Convention in Fort Wayne,

compared to 65.85 mil- pNe Chairman Reince Priebus lays out his GOP data plans

lion for Hillary Clinton.

that helped fuel the 2016 upset by President Trump, as Eric

But the targeted RNC  yoicomb listened. (HPI Photos by Brian A. Howey)

data allowed Trump
to pick off the “blue wall” states of

Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania.

Holcomb is now Gov.
Holcomb, another upset beneficiary
of the RNC data, and tonight at the
Lucas Estate in Carmel, he will kick
off “Team Holcomb"” before a crowd of
donors and activists approaching 500.
It will be a joint fundraising strategy
between his reelection campaign and
the Indiana Republican Party. It will
split funds 70/30% between his cam-
paign and the state party. "It allows
us to streamline a lot of operations,”
said Republican Chairman Kyle Hupfer.
“We're going to be doing many events
jointly from a fundraising perspective;
take advantage of synergy between
governor’s activities and that of the
state party.”

Trump waged an unconven-

perfected in 2012 would give Hillary
Clinton the advantage in 2016. But
Priebus and the RNC outmanuvered
their counterparts.

Hupfer told HPI on Mon-
day that “Team Holcomb” will use
the RNC's state-of-the-art data and
micro target voters in 2018, 2019 and
2020. “Our IT and data is flourishing,”
Hupfer explained. “We've got a lot of
the back office stuff on IT done. It's
enhanced that capability. And we're
working hand in hand with the RNC
which is proving to have just a vastly
superior data system than anyone else
in the country, including the DNC.”

Hupfer points to last week’s
special election in Georgia’s 6th CD.
An Atlanta Constitution-Journal Poll
taken during the last weekend showed
Democrat Jon Ossoff with a 7% lead,
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but on election night, Republican Karen
Handel won by 5%. “Once again, they were
right in Georgia when everybody else was
either wrong in reporting what they saw or
were intentionally being misleading,” Hupfer
said. “But clearly the folks who are right are
the RNC time and time again.”

Had the RNC's data improved by
quantum leaps between 2012 and 2016?

“Absolutely,” Hupfer responded.
“Their accuracy in key targeted races was
almost unbelievable. Their depth on a voter-
by-voter basis is unrivaled. I don’t know how
much further it can go, but they are certainly
the leader of the pack and are not slow-
ing down from either a data or fundraising
standpoint. The RNC continues to outclip the
DNC, I think by $6 million to $7 million last month. What's
great about that is on the RNC side, it is increasingly small
dollar donors who are supporting the president. I don't see
any sign of that slowing down.”

Hupfer said the data has allowed the Indiana Re-
publican Party to raise in the past four months more than
it did during the 2016 presidential year, much of it coming
from those “small donors” who want to support President
Trump and Vice President Mike Pence.

Essentially, the Priebus-era GOP data foundation
gave the Trump/Pence ticket a bedrock that allowed him to

A. Howey)
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Sen. Young, from page 1

On Monday, after the Congressional Budget Office
scoring revaled 22 million Americans could lose coverage
though it would cut $320 billion in budget
expenses over the next decade, Young
reacted, saying “The CBO score is one of
many data points I'll look at when making
my decision. It has value, but it also has
limitations, not the least of which is how
profoundly the continued unraveling of
Obamacare will affect Hoosiers.”

David Nather of Axios observed
today: Unless Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell can change some of his mem-
bers’ minds pretty quickly, it's looking like
he might not have the 50 votes he’d need
for a procedural motion that would bring his |
health care bill to the floor. The CBO’s esti-
mate that 22 million more people would be
uninsured under the Senate bill was a steep — and maybe
fatal — setback. The proof: Sen. Susan Collins tweeted
that she’'ll vote against the procedural motion to bring up
the bill on Wednesday. Others have been making noise,
too. If enough Republicans vote against it, the whole effort

-

Indiana Republican Chairman
Kyle Hupfter. (HP1 Photo by Brian

run an amazingly unconventional cam-
paign.

“Absolutely,” Hupfer said. “In the
key targeted states, the RNC was playing
heavy on the data side, moving voters
in key ways from what we observed in
those last couple of months. If you look,
Florida was in a good place two or three
months before the election and obviously
the list you have (Wisconsin, Michigan and
Pennsylvania) as well. It's a very targeted
methodology that is going to continue to
be enhanced.” Hupfer said that the RNC’s
IT staff has “already been in three times
in Indiana to talk to us, including some
heavy training. This 2018 race is a chance

for Indiana to embrace this data across the
board so statewide candidates, caucuses would all move to
the RNC data center. This is a chance with all the boots on
the ground to take Indiana’s data and just have so much
more volume of information in-puted so we can have that
for 2019 and 2020 as well.”

Hupfer believes that in what HPI has described
as the coming $100 million U.S. Senate race, the RNC data
shared with Team Holcomb can enhance the eventually
U.S. Senate nominee as well as the ticket that will include
Secretary of State Connie Lawson, Treasurer Kelly Mitchell
and and Auditor Tera Klutz. <

could end right there.

For nearly an hour, HPI discussed the
coming health care vote, its impact on hundreds of thou-
sands of Hoosiers, and the prospects for other domestic
priorities of President Trump, including
tax reform, the debt ceiling vote, and an
infrastructure program. This interview is
presented below.

In the next HPI weekly edition,
we'll follow up with Sen. Young on interna-
tional and intelligence issues.

HPI: What is your take on the
Senate Republican health care plan? I
haven’t seen your name on any no-vote
lists so I assume you're going to support
it.

Young: I am officially undecided.
I'm still reviewing the package. I've been
in contact with the governor, having con-
versations with him and his folks. I've been
in contact with our insurance commissioners, state actuar-
ies. We're trying to get a sense now that text is available.
We're in touch with health care providers, patient groups.
I'm just trying to make the most informed decision I can.
I know this: Doing nothing is not an option. We've got 70
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million Americans who live in geography where there is no
choice.

HPI: Are you talking about the 47 counties na-
tionally with no coverage?

Young: No, 70 million Americans have no choice.
They either have one or none at all. That's no competition,
that leads to higher premiums, no consumer choice, all the
negative things that tend to be associated with the exist-
ing law. Here in Indiana, we have 63 counties where there
is no choice, already. That number just may well grow. To
say that what we have now just requires some tweaking I
find ....

HPI: The tweaking should have occurred five or
six years ago, but everyone dug in and this is where we're
at.

Young: Yeah. That's water under the bridge. I
don’t want to get into finger-pointing but there was an
opportunity to tweak. That time has passed. We need to
act. That means regulatory action; that will mean
subsequent legislative action, because now what
we're primarily engaged in is trying to shore up the
markets and reform the financing of health care.
We're not reforming the delivery of health care,
and that’s where the real cost curve bending will be
realized. That takes 60 votes to reform the delivery
of health care. It's incredibly complicated to do this.
We should probably over years develop thorough
flexible and rigorous policies to telemedicine. We're
still learning about these things. I know there’s still a
large degree of agreement on some of these issues,
because I'm the only U.S. senator to my knowledge
who has called every member on the other side of
the aisle on the phone, written them a letter solicit-
ing their ideas. I didn't connect with everyone but
connected with a lot. Value-based care on a fee-for-
service model is generally popular across party lines.
That's a real foundation we can build on. Piloting new
solutions, new preventive measures to improve health
and save money, is generally popular. That means that
part of the ACA, the Center for Medicaid Innovation, that
laboratory of health care delivery, is something we need to
preserve. That didn't used to be the Republican position,
but I was able to get Secretary Price on the record indi-
cating he thinks it needs some reform, but also preserva-
tion. There’s common ground to be found there, a range
of issues where there can be common ground, but there
is a recognition that the political atmosphere is such that
Republicans and Democrats aren’t going to come together.

HPI: The proverbial two ships passing in the
night.

Young: Yeah. Look, there are reasons for that;
there’s blame on both sides. Some of it has to do with the
language that public servants use, those in the media,
with respect to our public debates, questioning the mo-
tives of our colleagues. There’s all kinds of factors. The
environment does not exist right now to act legislatively
and get up to 60 votes. That environment may change in
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U.S. Sen. Todd Young during his HPI Interview with Publisher Brian A.
Howey. (HPI Photos by Mark Curry)

coming months, but I think it would be irresponsible for us
not to try and improve on the current system. I hope this
bill does. There's a lot of positives to it.

HPI: The sins of 2009 and 2010 were that the
ACA was developed in secret and was a gigantic case of
social reengineering occurring on a partyline vote. The
Republicans appear to be repeating those sins today.

Young: The process is highly imperfect. I've done
what I could to reach out to members on the other side
of the aisle. Candid conversations they shared indicate the
political atmosphere was not conducive to a path to vic-
tory right now. With this many Hoosiers without consumer
choice, I feel I have to act and have a responsibility to do
so. We're doing the best we can. We're making a down
payment on a promise many of us have made to Hoosiers
to act boldly and reform this health care system.

HPI: What happens to HIP 2.0, which has been
universally praised? The governor has said that's a priority.

¥ |

But after the House plan passed, we saw potential funding
challenges for the Indiana General Assembly in the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars. Under the Senate plan, what
happens to HIP 2.0?

Young: The legislative leaders have told me that
Medicaid and Medicaid expansion are a priority for them.
I think it's a priority for the people of Indiana. The gov-
ernor has indicated in comments on the AHCA bill that
what he wanted was a glide path into a new system. He
also wanted a more flexibility, because Indiana has done a
good job of crafting our own plan. We provide more flex-
ibility, a glide path into a new environment. We're actually
increasing Medicaid funding at the rate of inflation and
we're increasing mental health services within Medicaid.

HPI: The critics of both the House and Senate
plans talk about a transfer of wealth: A big tax cut for the
wealthy and longterm cuts in Medicaid to the tune of $880
billion in the House plan, prompting President Trump to
call it “mean.” Is that a fair criticism?

Young: No. That's not my reading of the bill at
all. The bill will stabilize the rate of growth on health care
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premiums. There’s more that could be done if we had
60 votes that would stabilize that rate of growth. We are
awaiting projections to see if that rate of growth bends
downward. That's the individual market. With respect to
Medicare, we make actually no
changes. I think these are things
most Hoosiers find acceptable.
With regard to the tax cuts, No.
1 we want a growing economy.
If we can reduce the medical
device tax, we've eliminated that
to the benefit of Hoosiers. The
health insurance tax is one of
the drivers of health insurance
premiums, so I don’t think we're
going to tax our way into an
optimal health care environment.
Right now we're dealing with a
broken system we can’t continue to throw money at. We
have to fix the system itself.

HPI: Is President Trump engaged in this process?
It seems to me he’s just reacting, that he just wants a big
deal. He doesn't seem to have a grasp of what’s in the
law. He celebrates with House Republicans on May 4 and
then tells you guys that bill is “*mean.”

Young: The president has delegated authority.
Yesterday he spoke commendedly about the Senate bill.
Frankly, I'm still studying it and trying to tease out the
merits of it.

HPI: Is there any scenario where you would vote
against it?

Young: Yes. Absolutely. After studying it if I don't
think it's right for Hoosiers, then yes, certainly. I'm very
openminded.

HPI: Then you're going to have a very busy week-
end because McConnell is calling this down next week.
And what’s the rush? Why does this vote have to occur
before July 4? What's wrong with voting on it July 24?

Young: Because I don't think a whole lot will
change in a couple of weeks; we will have plenty of time
to discuss these issues. We're reading the text, trying to
connect our earlier conversations and debates to the text
and make sure we're comfortable with various provisions.
There has been some openness to receiving new ideas
and amending the text. We have to prepare for that. As
for the timeline, people forget we're bumping up against
a debt ceiling vote. We want to make sure we keep this
government funded. We want to get tax reform done. And
the American people expect an effort at an infrastructure
package. So there’s a very ambitious agenda ahead of
us. That's why there’s an imperative to act. Moreover, the
health insurance markets are collapsing. People diagnose
this differently. My diagnosis is that Obamacare is in a
death spiral and insurers are starting to question whether
Congress is going to be able to fix Obamacare or to repeal
and replace it. I try to stay away from the divisive lan-
guage. The real question is: Are you going to come up

T

with a sustainable health care system? They're starting
to flee. That's why Anthem pulled out of the Indiana mar-
ket. I feel a real bias to act. We've seen that days matter.

HPI: On the debt ceiling . . .

Young: I've always voted for the debt ceiling. We
pay for our debts. If you don't vote to raise the debt ceil-
ing, the risk for buying U.S. debt instruments increases
and you increase the national debt.

HPI: Is there a scenario where there isn't a vote
on the debt ceiling and the government shuts down as
the president suggested last month?

Young: Anything can happen in Washington. I
sure hope not.

HPI: I know. I ended a dozen columns and sto-
ries over the last 15 months with “anything can happen”
and I was right.

Young: That's right. I sure hope not. People of
Indiana didn’t send me to Washington, D.C., to shut down
the fundamental operations of the government. They sent
me there to solve problems.

HPI: What are you working on?

Young: I'm working on a lot. I'm working to
increase foreign aid, we have a real interesting initia-
tive on that front, ensuring our State Department and
our development agency USAID put together a national
diplomacy and development strategy just as the Pentagon
does statutorally every four years. It looks like that will
become law. You've heard my emphasis on the authoriza-
tion of the U.S. use of force.

HPI: Is that going to pass?

Young: I think it has a fighting chance.

HPI: What's the impediment to passage?

Young: It's difficult defining parameters. Some
people want to establish a firm sunset date, others want
it to be a review period. Others prefer none whatsoever
to send a message that we're in this for the long haul.
Then there are questions on detention policy, whether
that should be embedded or not. You can legally detain
enemy combatants and gather intelligence from them.
Candidly, it's a lot easier to delegate this authority to the
president. It's not popular to own a war, but we have a
moral and constitutional authority to move forward on
this front. Domestically, I'm still trying to come up with
creative and common sense ways to serve the poor, the
vulnerable, the at-risk, whether it's a clearing house of
best practices at the federal level that communities and
states can draw on, or a way of leveraging the power of
public and private partnerships to serve those popula-
tions. I'll be spending August visiting distressed and low-
income communities with low rates of business develop-
ment and high rates of unemployment to learn what kind
of government assistance can help these areas. I want to
learn more about the concerns, aspirations and opportu-
nities facing these communities. This will be an ongoing
effort.

HPI: President Trump, Vice President Pence and
Speaker Ryan have all been talking about tax reform, and
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that's something you and I have been talking about for the
last five years. Will you play a role in that?

Young: Yes. I think I have an ability to play an
out-sized role within the Republican conference on the
Senate side. I sat on the tax-writing committee over in the
House, worked with many of those individuals. There are
bipartisan and bicameral conversations to have, so I could
play a positive role there. I have better than a semblence
of some of the issues at stake here on tax provisions that
are important to Hoosiers and their priorities. A couple of
years ago I conducted a tour of regional chambers of com-
merce to talk about these issues.

HPI: Are the contours taking shape on tax re-
form? President Trump cites legislation advancing, but
there isn’t a bill.

Young: I can speak more confidently about what
is unlikely to happen.

HPI: Did tax reform come up when you had din-
ner with the president at the White House?

Young: This did not. I think it's unlikely that
Congress will assume a featured growth rate of 5%, which
is what the administration’s assumptions were. My pref-
erence is to have a more modest assumption of growth
rates, given that we're $20 trillion in the hole as a country.
We don’t want to blow a big hole in the budget. That said,
I do think that some measure of dynamic scoring, which
takes into account growth effects of increases should be

part of this package. That’s not to say it has to be com-
pletely revenue neutral as scored by the Congressional
Budget Office, because they don't take into account the
growth effects. But we can't have completely unrealistic
growth expectations.

HPI: Would 2.5% to 3% be realistic?

Young: Yes. I'm not certain where the red line is
but I'm going to be pushing for modest expectations with
the understanding I've never gotten everything I've want-
ed. I think simplicity should be our lodestar, rate reduction
will be a byproduct. And then with international taxa-
tion, we need to stop double taxing profits of U.S. based
multi-national corporations. They earn profits overseas and
they don't repatriate them because they’re not only taxed
in the host country, but the United States uniquely also
taxes profits when they are repatriated and this leads to
a lockout effect where we have stranded capital overseas.
We have an opportunity for more favorable treatment and
parity with our economic competitors by changing that
system. Money will come back, and this may be a political
deal to be reached across party lines. A portion of that re-
patriated capital could be dedicated toward infrastructure.
That's the third leg of the Trump agenda — health care,
tax reform and infrastructure — though there is not a lot
of clarity on what that infrastructure plan will look like. It's
mostly public/private partnerships, but this could provide
additional capital. <
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The problem With KISS Eqa?ctkr?:).cgvf/rt])irys.”are all marketing, as in the expression, “all

Today we have a president who clearly took

By MARK SOUDER . i to heart the business sales message technique of “Keep
FORT WAYNE — As kids, my sister Nancy and I It Simple Stupid,” carried to an extreme. Let’s take, for
sorted returnable pop bottles at our family’s general store example (there are many from which to choose), the
for 35 cents a day. It may not seem like much, but I could president’s promise to build a wall along the border with
purchase a box of baseball card packs for about $1.75, Mexico. Rather than editorializing, let me quote from
which is where my money went. My parents tried to lure his former mega-fan Ann Coulter’s recent tweet rants.
me away from baseball obsession by offer_ing to pay half “Today’s BORDER WALL CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: Miles
iy 7/ . of any non-fiction, non-sports completed yesterday — Zero; Miles completed since Inau-
e, ([ =7 Dooks I purchased. Early busi- - guration — Zero. NEXT UPDATE TOMORROW.”
Rt ness acumen led me toward Another: “This daily Trump melodrama is worth
history and poI|t|c_aI bOOk_S- it ONLY if he’s really going to build a wall, cut off Muslim
_But our family was in the refugees and deport illegals.” And another zinger: “Any-
furniture business, not politics one in a Southwestern state who strolls to the border and
or baseball. So my dad decided  {rops a brick will have done more to build the wall than
; to pay me a dollar for each @realDonaldTrump.” Ann Coulter, who had been one of

motivational record I'd listen to.  Trymp’s most vocal supports, is worried that Trump KISS

14

| Things like “Acres of Diamonds message may not have been based upon a more complex

and “Think and Grow Rich.” thought process.
The real money bomb was an The president is learning, maybe, some basic
| entire album of KISS_ta’I,ks: things such as that each part of the border is different.
B Keep It Simple Stupid.” The Different types of fencing are needed for different soils.
U.S. Navy originated the phrase to stress that simplicity For example, the Yuma, Ariz., area has a “floating fence”
should be the goal in design and unnecessary complex- because of shifting sand dunes. The Lower Rio Grande
ity should be avoided. My dad had been a naval officer so River along the Texas/Mexico border is the most difficult
obviously was attracted to the idea. Me, not so much. to control. It is the most direct route north from Mexican
My good friend Steve Largent used to joke that if population centers. Central American and South America
you asked Souder what time it was, he told you how they immigrants cross in that area. In the valley, the Rio Grande

built the watch. While I am perfectly capable of coming up is a never-ending series of S curves. For many miles,

with simplistic twits and tweets, catchy marketing phrases, the fence (i.e. wall) has to be BEHIND the Border Patrol
and 30-second ads, it is not the way I gen-

erally talk and write.

However, the idea of KISS was not
to reject complexity. For example, in the
construction of an aircraft carrier, let’s hope
that there is in-depth engineering develop-
ment behind every pump and each bolt.
What the Navy meant was that, depend-
ing upon the ability of the person you are
addressing to comprehend (or needs to
know), simplify your message so they can
understand it.

In retailing, some people abused
the concept by deciding that they should
only “sell the sizzle not the steak.” This
soon translated into lots of gimmicky phras-
es and sophisticated wording on menus,
with not enough people worrying about the
quality of the steak.

The transition to politics is really

simple: Elections are the marketing division of govern- agents.

ment. Ideally, the marketing division is connected to the Furthermore, from the California coast to Browns-
production division, but in the private sector we see many yjjie there are hundreds of miles where there are minimal
businesses fold because these two things are not connect- roads near the border. To better control it, there must

ed. Some, with a good product, fold because they can't be not only more fencing but many more agents, more
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electronic surveillance, more
drones, and other assets or

US-Mexico border fence

a“wall” of any type is irrel- | ¢o

evant. I fought for every mile

of the current fence, but also | CALIFORNIA oo s
for all the other parts. San Diego

When the Republicans
took over Congress in 1995
with Bill Clinton as president,
we forced the doubling of
the Border Patrol agents
from 5,000 to 10,000. Under
President Bush, we doubled
it again to 20,000. Under
President Obama it remained
pretty stable, but, ironically,

200km
200 miles

650 miles of existing fencing separates the US from Mexico

USA

=
_\——-ﬁ.‘

that people believe market-
ing slogans are not the tip
of an iceberg but the entire

D iceberg. If so, we are going
NEW to ping-pong between the
MEXICO Bernie Sanders Warren and

Trump-style responses, as
TEXAS things deteriorate.
N RioGrande ' In Dan Coats’
Ve Al”‘°"‘° Senate office, we used to
Ve f 9 have a 1-5-20 rule. Have
a one-page summary, but
3 have five pages in case he
had more questions. And
he wanted to know that
there were 20 behind it

MEXICO %

Source: Openstreetmap.org

under Trump, if anything
there is slippage right now. Rhetoric is not action.

We cannot logically, and fairly, deal with the
“status” question until the border is more controlled. We
have made progress, actually a lot, but we do not yet have
control of our nation’s borders. If you give any variation of
amnesty without the border being more established, we
will soon have millions more here illegally who think that
they too will get status.

The fundamental political question today, on both
sides, is whether or not politics has become so ideological

BEE| i case we decided to go
to battle on an issue. Sometimes it seems as if the White
House is functioning with a 1-1-1 rule. Or tweet-tweet-
tweet.

If voters and those who seek to get elected keep
acting as the solutions are actually simple, then the point
of “keeping it simple stupid” in communications merely
drops the “simple” part. <

Souder is a former Repbllican congressman from
Indiana
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Delph sees a
‘conservative lane’
in U.S. Senate race

By BRIAN A. HOWEY
INDIANAPOLIS - Vowing to keep his options open
for 2018, State Sen. Mike Delph told Howey Politics Indi-
ana on Monday that a “conservative lane” exists in what
will be a crowded Republican U.S. Senate field. “The U.S.
Senate race is wide open,” Delph said. “I don't think being
a sitting member of Congress is the best advantage. The
public is very dissatisfied with
Q&“SE IM@[’ Congress.”

That was an obvious shot
at U.S. Reps. Luke Messer and
Todd Rokita, who are expected
to get into the race this summer.
Delph is also considering a third

term in the state Senate.

Delph said he has met with the Senate Conserva-
tive Fund, Club For Growth and the Republican Senatorial
Campaign Committee. He notes that he stepped aside in
the 2012 and 2016 races after he was lobbied not to “split
the conservative vote” with Richard Mourdoc