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Introduction

The Anytown Indiana Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is intended as a

supplement to the “IDNR Planning Guidelines for Five Year Parks and Recreation Master

Plans”. Local-level planners and consultants suggested that having an example plan

would be beneficial when creating a first-time plan, especially for in-house planners. The

Anytown plan was created in response to that need. The following document is only one

way to write a parks and recreation master plan. So long as your plan provides at least

the minimum information requested in the IDNR Planning Guidelines for Parks and

Recreation Master Plans, the format , style, and presentation of the plan is up to you. We

welcome suggestions for changes and additions, and invite your comments. Please send

all comments and suggestions to:

Greg Beilfuss

State and Community Outdoor Recreation Planner

IDNR-Outdoor Recreation

402 W. Washington Street, Room #W271

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2782

(317) 232-4071

gbeilfuss@dnr.IN.gov
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The Park Board/Department

The Park Board

The Park Board was first created in 1972, and was re-established in 1987 according to

the requirements of Indiana Code 36-10-3. Anytown has a four-member board that

serves staggered four-year terms. The current Anytown Park Board is:

Jane Doe, Board President

1313 Hoosier Lane

Anytown, IN 44444

Term: Jan. 2nd, 2005 to Jan. 2nd, 2010

John Roe, Board Secretary

P.O. Box 13

Anytown, IN 44444

Term: Jan. 2nd, 2006 to Jan. 2nd, 2011

Harold Phipps

818 N. Hoosier Avenue

Anytown, IN 44444

Term: Jan. 2nd, 2009 to Jan. 2nd, 2013

Meredith Venturi

1391 Hoosier Landing

Anytown, IN 44444

Term: Jan. 2nd, 2008 to Jan. 2nd, 2012
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The Anytown Parks and Recreation Department also employs one full-time park staff

person, two part-time maintenance staff, and approximately five seasonal employees

each year.

Volunteers

In these times of shrinking budgets, rising energy costs and increasing recreation

demand, volunteers from Anytown and the surrounding areas provide us with invaluable

assistance by leading programs, coaching and officiating youth sports, assisting us in

maintaining and improving the parks themselves, and much more. Without our dedicated

group of volunteers we would not be able to provide the quality of parks and programs

that we currently enjoy. Our current pool of volunteers varies between 50 and 100 people

from all walks of life, and every level of the social strata. The Department invites all

interested persons to participate in our parks volunteer system; please contact Chris

What, Volunteer Coordinator at 555-1212 for more information.

Friends of the Anytown Parks

The Anytown Parks and Recreation Department has benefited tremendously from the

creation of the ‘Friends of Anytown Parks’ group in 1994, and their ‘Anytown Park Fund’

under the Anytown Community Foundation. Many of our volunteers come to us through

the assistance of our Friends group, and the financial assistance we receive from the

Park Fund has allowed us to maintain current staffing and program levels in spite of

significant budget cuts. The current Chair of the Friends of Anytown Parks is Janice

Peters; she may be reached through the Parks Department at 555-1212, ext. 13.

Donations, memorials, contributions, or bequests to the Anytown Park Fund may be

made through the Anytown Community Foundation at 1225 Anytown Avenue, Anytown;

phone: 555-2121.

Facility Inventory

Anytown has an inventory of eight parks, ranging in size from 0.5 to 25 acres

(approximately 48 acres total park land). The Anytown Park system is relatively old, with

the newest property having been donated in 1975, and the oldest/largest, Anytown Park,
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Natural Features and Landscape

Topography

The topography of Anytown is fairly flat with only a small hilly area in the Northwest

corner of the City. There are some low-lying areas that border Anytown Creek, and the

creek itself provides the primary drainage for the City as it passes through the town from

Northeast to Southwest to the Hoosier River south of town. The topography of Anytown

lends itself very well to most kinds of outdoor recreation, especially those that require flat

play surfaces; however, there are few hills on public property that would be sufficient for

good sledding/tobogganing in winter.

Geology/Soils

The geology of Anytown is based on a Karst limestone bedrock structure, deep and fertile

A and B horizons, and a moderate clay composition. The soils in the City vary somewhat

from sandy clay loams in the hillier Northwest, to silty clay loams in the bottoms near

Anytown Creek. The soils in Anytown do not pose significant problems to construction or

development, but care should be taken to prevent large-scale building development of the

flood-prone areas surrounding Anytown Creek.

Forest Resources

Anytown enjoys the presence of mature red and white oaks, red maples, and

tulip trees that were planted as part of a citywide effort in the 1910’s and 20’s.

They are now magnificent shade trees, especially in the neighborhoods

surrounding downtown, Anytown Park, and in the strip bordering Anytown Creek.

It would benefit the Anytown Parks to add young trees and shrub plantings to

many of the smaller parks, especially those where the largest trees may be

approaching or past their prime and need removal in the foreseeable future.

Water Resources

There are only a few surface water resources in Anytown. The City is part of a larger

watershed that flows into Anytown Creek. A few small un-named branches, man-made

ditches and waterways add to the flow as it passes through the City. The Hoosier River,
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approximately 80 miles to the Southeast, and Reallybigcity approximately 40 miles to the

Northwest. Residents who need to travel to APRD facilities are generally able to walk,

bike, or drive there using City streets without having to access major highways or SR 400.

Industry in Anytown

The Anytown Industrial Park was created as an economic development project for the

City in the 1980’s when local agriculture and industry were both heavily impacted by the

nationwide recession. Development of the industrial park was helped considerably by the

addition of a railroad spur into the site. There are now three small factories and assembly

plants in the park, and several more are under development. Since several of the

factories and plants have hired multiple shifts, there is a growing demand for recreation

opportunities in the evenings or at other times of the day outside ‘traditional’ parks and

recreation hours.

Anytown Parks Department History

Anytown started out as a crossroads village near a popular ford over the Hoosier River in

the early 1800’s. Early settlers stopped here due to the abundant forest for building

materials, the nearby river/ford for transportation, the ‘oak openings’ for grazing, and the

presence of the clean, clear Creek that took the name of the growing community. The

City of Anytown has grown slowly but steadily from a village of a few dozen souls to the

third-class Indiana city of 18,000 we know today. Anytown is known historically as an

agriculturally-based town, but has taken on more diverse economics in the last 40 years.

Light industry has taken advantage of the inexpensive labor force, low taxes, and

available land in and near the city.

The Anytown Parks Department got its start with Adolphus Rummel’s 1955 donation of 25

acres of beautifully landscaped, wooded residential property near downtown. The site

included the already 100 year-old Rummel House, and the 5-acre stocked pond that we

now call Anytown Lake. The Rummel House and its immediate grounds were listed on

the National Register of Historic Places in 1990. Rummel was the descendant of one of

the original settlers of the village that became Anytown. The APRD celebrates its
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heritage with yearly celebrations, interpretive displays, community projects, and

cooperation with the Hoosier County Historical Society.

Anytown Lake and the Hoosier Canal

The Hoosier County Historical Society has records that state that Anytown Lake and

Anytown Creek were both part of the water supply system for the former Hoosier Canal

system that connected with other regional canals and waterways in the 1830’s. There are

very few visible signs that the canal was here. Much of the former canal and its support

system were reclaimed as agricultural/residential lands by new landowners after the canal

went bankrupt and was sold, shortly after the Civil War. The former route of the canal

can be best seen through aerial photos shot during winter. Several plaques

commemorating the canal and its history are placed at sites throughout Hoosier County.

Cultural Anytown

Anytown has the distinction of having had several significant immigrant populations

relocate here. There is a large enclave of people who emigrated from Iceland in the mid-

1860’s, attracted by the oak savannah ecology of the area for grazing sheep and

Icelandic Ponies. Approximately 10 extended families emigrated here from the areas

outside Reykjavik, Iceland, beginning in 1864. There also were a number of families that

moved to Anytown in the mid 1980’s from Laos and Thailand, and are of Hmong descent.

These and other immigrant populations contribute to the very diverse nature of the

Anytown community. The cultural diversity of Anytown is reflected in the wide variety of

crafts, cuisines, and arts that are represented at the city-wide celebrations such as Tulip

Tree Days.

Arts

Anytown has always supported a strong artistic community. The City Theatre troupe has

offered ‘summer stock’ plays each season since the 1920’s. ‘Summer stock’ refers to an

old small town theatre tradition where the troupe puts on well-known shows (chosen from

a pool of previous work), each summer season and re-uses stock scenery and costumes

each time. Anytown is also known regionally for having a small ‘artist’s colony’; which
























