DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHICAGO DISTRICT
231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET, SUITE 1500
CHICAGO IL 60604

March 18, 2021
Planning Branch

Kathryn Vallis

Coastal Resources Planner

Lake Michigan Coastal Program

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Indiana Dunes State Park Annex Office
1600 North 25 East

Chesterton, IN 46304

Dear Ms. Vallis,

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District is preparing a National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Assessment on the impacts of a sanitary sewer force main
replacement project in Lake County, Gary, IN. The Gary Sanitary Distriction is working with the
Corps to address gaining sanitary sewer infrastructure. The proposed project is intended to
address inadequate sanitary sewer infrastructure in this portion of the service area. The
proposed project area is within publicly owned property east of Chase Street between the
Chase Street Pump Station and 25" Avenue. The current plan of the proposed project includes
the installation of a new 1,900-foot long, 45-inch diameter force main adjacent to the
deteriorating and undersized 42-inch diameter force main. A map of the proposed project area
can be found in enclosure 1.

The project is in a utility right-of-way on land owned by the City of Gary, Indiana that is
currently mowed and cleared of woody and herbaceous vegetation. Installation of the new force
main will be done by boring under 1-80 to make the connection to the Chase Avenue pump
station and through open cut trenching north of 1-80 to make the connection with the existing
force main. There is a 0.21-acre isolated wetland within the project area that has the potential to
be impacted by construction activities. Ongoing coordination with Indiana’s Department of
Environmental Management and an isolated wetland permit has been applied for. The proposed
activity complies with Indiana’s approved coastal management program and wil be conducted |
na manner consistent with such program. Work is expected to commence in 2022 and will last
approximately 12 months.

As part of the NEPA process, the Chicago District would appreciate a review of federal
consistency and any comments or concerns you might have about potential impacts from this
proposed project. This could include impacts to various habitats, threatened and endangered
species, or cultural and social resources. After receiving scoping input and conducting an
environmental assessment, the Chicago District will release a draft NEPA document for a formal
public review. Enclosure 2 is a list of State and Federal Agencies and Tribal Nations receiving
this request.



-2-

Comments must be received by April 19, 2021 and should be sent to Mr. John Belcik, by
email at john.t.belcik@usace.army.mil. Questions should be directed to Mr. Belcik at (312) 846-
5595.

Sincerely,

Susanne J. Davis, P.E.
Chief, Planning Branch

Enclosures
1. Project Map

2. Distribution List
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Mr. Bobb A. Beauchamp

Federal Aviation Administration

Chicago Airports District Office, CHI-ADO-600
2300 E. Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Mr. Marty Maupin

Indiana Department of Environmental Management

Office of Water Quality/Surface Water, Operations & Enforcement
100 N. Senate Avenue, Mail Code 61-50

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Ms. Andrea Gromeaux

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Water

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W264
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Ms. Christie Stanifer

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Jon Eggen

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Water

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W264
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Ms. Kathryn Vallis

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Lake Michigan Coastal Program

1600 North 25 East

Chesterton, IN 46304

Mr. Steve Davis

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Water

100 N. Water Street

Michigan City, IN 46360

Ms. Elizabeth McCloskey

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service

Northern Indiana Ecological Services Sub-Office
P.O. Box 2616

Chesterton, IN 46304

Mr. Scott Pruitt

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service

Bloomington Ecological Services Field Office
620 S. Walker Street

Bloomington, IN 47403

Senator Joe Donnelly

U.S. Senate

720 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ms. Hala Kuss

Indiana Department of Environmental Management
Northwest Regional Office

330 W. US Highway 30, Suite F

Valparaiso, IN 46385

Mr. Randy Braun

Indiana Department of Environmental Management

Office of Water Quality/Surface Water, Operations & Enforcement
100 N. Senate Avenue, ICGN 1255

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Brian Breidart

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Water

100 N. Water Street

Michigan City, IN 46360

Mr. Doug Nusbaum

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W-273
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Matt Buffington

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Mitchell Zoll

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and History
402 W. Washington Street, Rm W274
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Lee Humberg

U.S. Department of Agriculture APHIS Wildlife Services
Purdue University - Smith Hall

901 W. State Street

West Lafayette, IN 47907

Ms. Louise Clemency

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Chicago Ecological Services Office

230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 2938
Chicago, IL 60604

Senator Joe Donnelly

U.S. Senate

5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 3200
Hammond, IN 46320

Representative Peter Visclosky
U.S. House of Representatives
2328 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515



Representative Peter Visclosky
U.S. House of Representatives
7895 Broadway, Suite A
Merrillville, IN 46410

Senator Todd Young

U.S. Senate

46 East Ohio Street, Suite 462
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Ms. Diane Hunter

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1326

Miami, OK 74355

Chairperson Liana Onnen

Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council
16281 Q. Road

Mayetta, KS 66509

Mr. Matthew Bussler

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians
P.O. Box 180

Dowagiac, M1 49047

Mr. Michael LaRonge

Forest County Potawatomi Executive Council
P.O. Box 340

Crandon, WI 54520

Ms. Kelli Mosteller

Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive

Shawnee, OK 74801

Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bentley

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indianas, Michigan

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, Ml 49740

Chairperson Matthew Wesaw

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, Michigan and Indiana

PO Box 180
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Director Marianetta Barber
Gary Public Works

401 Broadway, Suite 105
Gary, IN 46402

Senator Todd Young

U.S. Senate

400 Russell Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Ms. Beth McCord

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and History
402 W. Washington Street, Rm W274
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Chief Douglas Lankford
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
P.0. Box 1326

Miami, OK 74355

Mr. Thomas Wabmum

Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council
16281 Q. Road

Mayetta, KS 66509

Chairman Ned Daniels, Jr.

Forest County Potawatomi Executive Council
P.O. Box 340

Crandon, WI 54520

Chairman John Barrett

Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive

Shawnee, OK 74801

Chairperson Kenneth Meshigaud
Hannahville Potawatomi Tribal Council
N 14911 Hannahville Rd.

Wilson, M| 49896

Ms. Melissa Wiatrolik

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indianas, Michigan

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, Ml 49740

Mayor Jerome Prince
City of Gary

401 Broadway, Suite 203
Gary, IN 46402

Director Daniel Vicari
Gary Sanitary District
3600 West 3rd Avenue
Gary, IN 46406



Councilman 2nd District Cozey Weatherspoon
Gary Common Council

401 Broadway, Suite 209

Gary, IN 46402

Councilwoman 4th District Tai Adkins
Gary Common Council

401 Broadway, Suite 209

Gary, IN 46402

Councilwoman 3rd District Mary Brown
Gary Common Council
401 Broadway, Suite 209

Diana Morrow

Gary Public Library
220 West 5th Avenue
Gary, IN 46402
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