
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHICAGO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

231 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET, SUITE 1500 
CHICAGO IL 60604 

 

 
March 11, 2020 

CELRC-PMD-EF 
 
 
Dear Recipient, 
 
The U.S Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District (Corps) will be preparing a National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document on the impacts associated with a proposed 
replacement of grit dewatering equipment at the Gary Sanitary District (GSD) Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) in Lake County, Gary, Indiana. The proposed activity complies with 
Indiana's approved coastal management program and will be conducted in a manner consistent 
with such program.  The Chicago District is requesting concurrence from the IDNR/LMCP.    
 
The WWTP is a regional facility servicing an area of approximately 400 square miles and a 
population of roughly 180,000 in the communities of Gary, Hobart, Merrillville, and Lake Station. 
The first step in the treatment process occurs at the headworks of the plant, which consists of a 
single trash rack followed by a mechanical screening and grit removal. Grit removal is 
accomplished by the dewatering system consisting of: grit pumps, grit classifiers, process 
piping, grit hopper and bin activator. The existing grit dewatering system was originally 
constructed in the 1960s and upgraded in 2001. The operations and maintenance staff have 
noticed deteriorating performance, particularly during high flow weather events, which was 
confirmed during a 2018 condition assessment of the existing grit dewatering system. 
 
The Gary Sanitary District is working with the Corps to replace the existing grit dewatering 
equipment with higher capacity and more robust equipment, creating a system that allows GSD 
to efficiently remove the grit loading it receives from the collection system and reducing the 
burden on the primary treatment systems. The equipment is housed in the Screen Building and 
Detritor Building. Project boundaries for the Grit Dewatering Improvements Project are shown in 
Enclosure 1.  
 

Please provide concurrence or any comments, marking your reply to the attention of Mr. 
Robbie Sliwinski, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 231 South La Salle Street, Suite 1500, 
Chicago, Illinois 60604, or by email at robbie.sliwinski@usace.army.mil. Questions should be 
directed to Mr. Sliwinski at (312) 846-5486. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
                                                                            Susanne J. Davis, P.E.  

Chief of Planning Branch 
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Enclosure 2 
Distribution List for Gary Sanitary District Project March 2020 

 
Mr. David Joe Barrett 

Citizen Potawatomi Executive Council 

1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 

Shawnee, OK 74801 

 

Mr. Bobb A. Beauchamp 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Chicago Airports District Office, CHI-ADO-600 

2300 E. Devon Avenue 

Des Plaines, IL 60018 

 

Mr. Scott Beckerman 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

APHIS Wildlife Services 

3430 Constitution Drive, Suite 121 

Springfield, IL 62711 

 

Mr. Randy Braun 

Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management 

Office of Water Quality/Surface Water, 

Operations & Enforcement 

100 N. Senate Avenue, ICGN 1255 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Mr. Brian Breidart 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Water 

100 N. Water Street 

Michigan City, IN 46360 

 

Mr. Matt Buffington 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Ms. Louise Clemency 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Chicago Ecological Services Office 

230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 2938 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

 

Mr. Steve Davis 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Water 

100 N. Water Street 

Michigan City, IN 46360 

 

The Honorable Senator Mike Braun 

U.S. Senate 

5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 3200 

Hammond, IN 46320 

 

The Honorable Senator Mike Braun 

U.S. Senate 

374 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Mr. Jon Eggen 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Water 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W264 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Mr. Estavio Elizondo 

Kickapoo Tribe of Texas 

2212 Rosita Valley Road 

Eagle Pass, TX 78852 

 

Forest County Potawatomi Executive Council 

P.O. Box 340 

Crandon, WI 54520 

 

Ms. Andrea Gromeaux 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Water 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W264 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Mr. Lee Humberg 

U.S. Department of Agriculture APHIS Wildlife 

Services 

Purdue University - Smith Hall 

901 W. State Street 

West Lafayette, IN 47907 
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Ms. Diane Hunter 

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 

P.O. Box 1326 

Miami, OK 74355 

 

Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 

P.O. Box 70 

McCloud, OK 74851 

 

Ms. Hala Kuss 

Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management 

Northwest Regional Office 

330 W. US Highway 30, Suite F 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

 

Mr. Marty Maupin 

Indiana Department of Environmental 

Management 

Office of Water Quality/Surface Water, 

Operations & Enforcement 

100 N. Senate Avenue, Mail Code 61-50 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Ms. Elizabeth McCloskey 

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 

Northern Indiana Ecological Services Sub-Office 

P.O. Box 2616 

Chesterton, IN 46304 

 

Tribal Chairperson Kenneth Meshigaud 

Hannahville Potawatomi Tribal Council 

N 14911 Hannahville Rd. 

Wilson, MI 49896 

 
Kathryn Vallis 

Coastal Resources Planner 

Lake Michigan Coastal Program 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Indiana Dunes State Park Annex Office 

1600 North 25 East 

Chesterton, IN 46304 

 

Nottawaseppi Huron Potawatomi Tribal Office 

2224 One-and-a-half Mile Road 

Fulton, MI 49052 

 

Mr. Doug Nusbaum 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W-273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

P.O. Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

 

Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribal Council 

16281 Q. Road 

Mayetta, KS 66509 

 

Mr. Scott Pruitt 

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 

Bloomington Ecological Services Field Office 

620 S. Walker Street 

Bloomington, IN 47403 

 

Chairman Lester Randall 

Kickapoo of Kansas 

1107 Goldfinch Road 

Horton, KS 66439 

 

Mr. Chad Slider 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Historic Preservation and History 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W274 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Ms. Christie Stanifer 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

 

Mr. William Quackenbush 

Ho-Chunk Department of Heritage Preservation 

P.O. Box 667 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
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The Honorable Representative Peter Visclosky 

U.S. House of Representatives 

7895 Broadway, Suite A 

Merrillville, IN 46410 

 

The Honorable Representative Peter Visclosky 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2328 Rayburn Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Mr. Kenneth Westlake 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 5 

77 W. Jackson Blvd. (E-19J) 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

The Honorable Senator Todd Young 

U.S. Senate  

251 N. Illinois Street, Suite 120 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

The Honorable Senator Todd Young 

U.S. Senate 

185 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Mr. Mitchell Zoll 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Historic Preservation and History 

402 W. Washington Street, Rm W274 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Grit_LMCP Letter
	Section 219 GSD Grit Dewatering Improvement Project_MAP
	Gary Distribution list

