Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., Governor

ﬁ James W. Payne, Director
Indiana Department of Child Services

Room W392 — MS47

INDIANA 402 W. Washington Street

DEPARTMENT OF Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739

CHILD FAX: 317235 4430
SERVICES

www.in.gov/dcs

800-800-5556

, 2007
To: Regional Managers
DCS Child Welfare and Local Op

From:
Subject: Federal Defi
Public Law
DCS 07-001
The President sj g ruary 8, 2006 to become effective the following day.

he Act which governs the Federal Foster Care
Maintenance Paymegiis A i e Programs. These changes are important because they
aat come into the Counties and to the State.

The first c e effective February 9, 2006, requires documentation of a determination
that a child r care and therefore at imminent risk of removal from their home
into a foster ¢ DCS defines a child at imminent risk of placement as a child less than
eighteen (18) y 0 reasonably may be expected to be placed out-of-home placement in the
near future as a rée

1.

3. Family conflict so extensive that reasonable control of the child is not exercised In Indiana,
imminent risk is documented by an approved substantiated Investigation of Alleged Child
Abuse or Neglect form SF113/CW0311 or the opening of a case.

Documentation of a re-determination that the child continues to be at imminent risk of removal into a
foster care placement should be completed within six (6) months of the initial determination and every 6
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months thereafter.
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This re-determination is currently completed on every child with an open case type of Informal
Adjustment (1A) or in- home Child in Need of Services (CHINS) through the following
documentation:

» Informal Adjustments: The documentation of a re-determination is the request for an
extension of the original six (6) month 1A agreement or by the filing of a CHINS petition if
increased intervention is needed.

» In- Home CHINS: The documentation of a re-determination that the child remains at imminent
risk of removal may occur in multiple ways:

0 Updating the Child Assessed Risks and Needs section @ ailfor the child,
and/or

o Detailing services required to maintain the child 4
activities section of the case plan for the child,

o Completion of a new risk assessment for t

0 Detailing any services that the child and fa C Engaged in
and their expected outcomes in the services

» Service Referral Agreements (SRA): SRA.

Continue to maintain the documen
changes are made in ICWIS. The | il gi ff the ability to record and document in
one specific location.

en a child enters foster care. This is a ‘loosening’ of
igible for adoption assistance.

88 who have submitted an application for licensure. The Act allows for
e@ibfor up to 12 months or the average time it takes for DCS to license a
average length of time to license a foster home currently exceeds the 12 months
allowed, thus we "@ed to license relative homes within the 12 month time frame. All new unlicensed
relative placements Wgust begin the licensing process upon placement of the child. An application for
initial licensure must consist of one of the following:

i. Completion of the name based background check and signature on the Background Check

Application; or
ii. Completion of the application for a foster home license.

foster home. DG

The application must be signed and dated upon placement of the child in the unlicensed relative home.
This date should be entered in ICWIS on the resource provider detail screen in the “‘Applied On’ field.
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The system date automatically appears and the user must override that date with the application date.
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In light of the reimbursement changes, a licensing initiative should begin in your county to license
relative homes with existing placements. These homes must have an application date entered into
ICWIS. The documentation in ICWIS of a completed application for licensure or relicensure should be
the immediate first steps to allow the Department to claim administrative costs. Completing the
licensing process should then follow. If the Primary Applicant Form has been signed and dated, this date
can be used as the application date and entered in ICWIS in the “‘Applied on’ field. DCS does not
mandate the removal of related children from homes of relatives who are denied licensure, voluntarily
withdraw their application or do not complete the licensing or relicensurg ments. All supportive
documentation should be placed in the case record. The results of the
located in locked files in Central Office.

The January 26, 2007 ICWIS migration will include the abo . i icies, Child
at Imminent Risk of Placement and Informal Adjustment, qvi [ q
February 1, 2007 effective date. If there are any questions ag@Pontact DCS
Policy @ DCSPolicy@dcs.in.gov .
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