INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES
CHILD WELFARE MANUAL

ety | Tool Name: 6.A - Tool: Legal Process Effective Date: July 1, 2008
Overview
HIL
RUNIUAY | Reference: Chapter 6 Version: 1

- Assessment -

(Chapter 4 — Assessment)

Or
Close Assessment .
(refer to community j¢— Substantiate Unsubstantiate Indicate
partners) (close assessment)

Refer to Close
community Assessment
partners
Preliminary Inquiry (PI)
Whether the interests of the child
require further action. (IC 31-34-7-1)
+ Or
Informal Adjustment (IA) . CHINS
(IC 31-34-8 and Chapter 5.9 —TA) Detention o
A] The child' and the child's parent/ (out of home) (Child in Need of
guardian/custodian or attorney Services)
must consent to the program. (Chapter 6.1 — )
B] The court approves the IA. The Detention Hearing) Note: A CHINS can be filed : or
program may not exceed six (6) with a request for Detention.

months, but may be extended
with court approval.

Out of
Home In
(child cannot Home

safely remain

in home)
A
Court Court Court Court Venfl’lee(tiiti%;”NS
Denies Approves Denies Grants
Verified CHINS
Initial Petition
Refer to Hearmg
community —>1 <
partners (IC 31-34-10 and
Chapter 6.3 —
(IC 31-34-5) Initial Hearing)

A] If a child is not returned home, a detention hearing
must be held by the court within 48 hours after the child
is taken into custody, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and certain legal holidays.

B] If the detention hearing is not held within 48 hours,
the child shall be returned home.

Note:
IC — references Indiana Code, and I Continue to page 2
Chapter — references Policy. or
Child returned home:
A] If CHINS not filed; or File CHINS
B] If not held within
' Dependent seven4(7) days of the
upon age and detentlf;n order.
developmental (IC 31-34-10-2)
level.
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Initial Note: Before entering the
. court - the parent(s)/
Hearlng guardian(s)/custodian(s)
[ ¢—— are served:
1) CHINS Petition,
2) Summons, and

Continued from page 1

(IC 31-34-10 and
Chapter 6.3 — Initial

Hearing) 3) Advisement of Righ
Or
Petition for
Parental The court shall
Participation f appoint a CASA
(IC 31-34-16 and Admit if appropriate. Deny

(Allegations) (Allegations)

Chapter 6.5 — PPP) (IC 31-34-10-3)

(IC 31-34-19 and Chapter 6.7 — Factfinding
D'Sp‘)s'""“f‘l Hea“_"g‘) 60 days from date of filing (a
DlspOSltlon pre-trial may be ordered by
Agreed Ent_ry Not more than 30 days after the court). (IC 31-34-11-1)
Same day — waive the court finds a CHINS, a
Predisposition Predispositional Report will be
Report. created (IC 31-34-18 and Note: Can be extended
Chapter 6.6 — Predispositional another 60 days if all parties
agree.

Report) unless waived.

B N

Periodic Case Review
At least once every six (6) months, or

more often, if ordered by the court. Found - CHINS not
(IC 31-34-21-2 and Chapter 6.9 Periodic — CHINS found - case
Case Review Hearing) Adjudicated dismissed

&

Three Month Progress Report
(IC 31-34-21-1 and Chapter 6.8 — Three
Month Progress Report) every 90 days.

P Plan i ) Note: The juvenile
ermanency Plan is prepared before the hearing. court may modify any
(IC 31-34-21-5.7 and Chapter 6.10 — Permanency Plan) dispositional decree

‘ ¢ (IC 31-34-23-1)

Permanency Hearing
(31-34-7 and Chapter 6.11 Permanency Hearing)
The court shall hold a permanency hearing :
(A] Not more than 30 days after a court finds no reasonable efforts
necessary to reunify or preserve a child’s family;
B] Every 12 months after:
1) the date of the judicial determination; or
2) a child in need of services was removed from the child’s
parent/guardian/custodian, whichever comes first.
C] More often if ordered by the court.

Continue to page 3
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Continued from page 2

Permanency Hearing
(IC 31-34-21-7)

- Five (5) options -
) (45 CFR 135621 (b)(2)(i) and
Review Plan Chapter 6.11 — Permanency Hearing)

[ Three Outcomes ]

THV
extended

|
Or

A 4
Child
removed

Or

y

Child
reunified -
CHINS
Closed

DCS CW Manual/Chapter 6

y
¢ Or ¢ Or
. . . Legal
Reunification Adoption gal (Another Planned
Guardianship Permanent Living
Arrangement)
Petition filed for
Trial Home Termination of Parental
(THV) Note: TPR may be filed six (6) Granted Not Not Granted
months post-Disposition, and must Granted Granted
be filed if CHINS (out-of-home) 15
of the most recent 22 months.
- 7 H
Periodi
%I’:;:IC TPR Hearing o N
s (IC 31-35-2-6 and Chapter 6.12 & Periodic Review
Review 6.13 Involuntary and Voluntary Hearings

(will continue until
wardship is released)

Termination of Parental Rights)

A] Commence a hearing on the
petition not more than 90 days
after a petition is filed; and

B] Complete a hearing on the
petition not more than 180

days after a petition is filed.
V. |

Adoption

v

4¢——— Review Plan «——— Note: Review Plan, refers
r to the Permanency Plan.

(IC 31-34-21-5.7 and Chapter 6.10 —
Permanency Plan)
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Fit and
Willing
Relative

~ | Granted

Not Granted

—

Periodic Review
Hearings
(will continue until
wardship is released)
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