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‘ STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE

The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will conduct an Initial Family\Risk ssment
to assess the future probability of Child Abuse and/or Neglect (CA/N) sulstantidted
assessments.

The Initial Family Risk Assessment will not be used to arrive at
unsubstantiation of the allegations of CA/N. See separate polici

Code References
IC 31-9-2-123 “Substantiated”

PROCEDURE

of the Initial Family Risk Assessment with the CFT to develop a plan
identification and utilization of the family’s strengths and informal

The ervisor will:
Review and discuss the details of the assessment during regular clinical supervision;
¥ Review the Initial Family Risk Assessment and decision; and
3. Guide the FCM in assisting the family and CFT to develop a plan, which addresses
the family’s needs.
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http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.18%20Initial%20Safety%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.18%20Initial%20Safety%20Assessment.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.22%20Making%20an%20Assessment%20(Investigation)%20Finding.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/00114.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/00114.pdf
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/031/#31-9-2-123

| PRACTICE GUIDANCE

Initial Family Risk Assessment

The Initial Family Risk Assessment is an assessment tool used by the FCM to assess the
probability of both abuse and neglect. In addition to the Initial Family Risk Assessment, the
FCM should reference the Family Functional Assessment (FFA) Field Guide when working with
self-identified Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, and Questioning (LGTBQ) youth. Risk
Assessment questions that may be helpful in determining the risk factors for LGBTQ youth are
available in the FFA Field Guide.

Completing the Initial Family Risk Assessment
Both scales of the Initial Family Risk Assessment, abuse and neglect, are cd\ple®g regafdless
ak

of the type of allegation or substantiated type of maltreatment. The FCM mus ry effort
during the assessment to obtain the information needed to answer ev estNn. However, if
the FCM is unable to obtain the information to answer a particular que tyuestion should
be scored as “0.”

Risk Levels
The Initial Family Risk Assessment identifies families wit
probabilities of future CA/N. By completing the Initial FamMy Rik
obtains an objective appraisal of the likelihood that a family will
to 24 months. The difference between risk levels j#St%
significantly higher rates of subsequent allegatj
risk, and they are more often involved in serj

moNerat€, high, or very high
essment, the worker
reat their child in the next 18

Determining Overall Risk Level
The scores for the abuse scale and the §egle e are totaled separately. The higher of the
two (2) scores is used to determi e ri\k levgFas indicated in the chart below:

Neglect Score buse Score Risk Level*
-1-1 -1-0 LOW
2-5 1-3 MODERATE
6 - S 4-6 HIGH

A | 7+ VERY HIGH

*When unresdyed safe}y 1threats are present at the end of the assessment, a case should
ess Of risk level.

3. Family Functional Assessment (FFA) Field Guide- available on the Indiana Practice
Model SharePoint
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http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/00114.pdf

‘ RELATED INFORMATION

Purpose of the Initial Family Risk Assessment

The purpose of the Initial Family Risk Assessment is to assess the probability of CA/N. When
risk is clearly defined and objectively quantified, the choice between serving one (1) family or
another is simplified. DCS resources are targeted to families with higher risk because of the
greater potential to reduce subsequent maltreatment.

The Initial Family Rlsk Assessment |s based on research of cases Wlth substantlate f

subsequent substantiated CA/N. The tool does not predict recurrence but simp sse eg
whether a family is more or less likely to have a future incident without intervgntio

Safety vs. Risk Assessment
It is important to keep in mind the difference between safety and risk wi QAeting the Initial
Family Risk Assessment. The Safety Assessment assesses the pr danger and the
interventions currently needed to protect the child. In contrast, tNe\RisI}AsseSsment looks at the
likelihood of future maltreatment.

Risk of Abuse vs. Risk of Neglect
Different family dynamics are present in abuse situations than i glect situations. Therefore,

separate scales are used on the Initial Family Ri smen®?o assess the future probability
of abuse and neglect.

Clinical Supervision
Clinical Supervision is a process in whij
skill provides support while overseeing
focus of clinical supervision is on

with specific knowledge, expertise, or
g the learning of another individual. The
t directly impacts outcomes for families.
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