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1.0 The GIS Map Viewer known as Beacon™

Beacon™ is the Schneider Corporation’s premier product used for providing a cost-effective
and simple way to move public GIS information out to the web. Noble County, Indiana, is one of
a growing list of local county governments providing their constituents access to land property
and tax information via Beacon™. Noble County is proud to partner with the Schneider
Corporation to provide 24/7 web access to those that may need to inquire into both land
property and tax information for personal and business purposes.

2.0 An Overview of Beacon’s Capabilities

This section provides an overview of some of the main features available in Beacon™.
Screenshots are provided on the following pages and are marked up with letters corresponding
to the bulleted items below.

¢ A—An Info panel found along the right-hand side of the map. This panel displays contact
information for various county offices along with the ability to send the office holder
email. The Info panel also displays information for selected features appearing on the
map. See Figure 1 on page 5.

e B—layers are now automatically turned on when selected without the need to refresh
the map. This option can be disabled using the Options button. See Figure 1 on page 5.

e C—The user interface includes tabbed screens, improving navigation. Tabs provide quick
access to the map window, the search window, the window showing the results of a
search, the report window, and both the new comparables search and comparables
results windows. See Figure 1 on page 5.

¢ D—The comparables search is a great new feature providing the ability to search for
certain category criteria of a feature. If you already have a parcel feature selected on
the map, its values will be populated in red on the right side of the comparables
search. Different categories are available along with a check box to enable the
category in a search. The comparables search is only available when using the Parcels
(Assessor) layer. See Figure 2 on page 6.

e E—Two parcel layers now exist. The Parcels (Assessor) layer provides property assessment
information from the Assessor’s Office and limited tax information from the Auditor’s
Office. The Parcels (Surveyor) layer provides property land ownership information from
the Surveyor’s Office. See Figure 1 on page 5.

e F—The Print Setup button provides customized report options. The printed report is better
structured and easier to use. See Figure 3 on page 7.

e G—There is an Options screen for controlling the map size (three screen resolution sizes
are available depending on the size of your screen), map print size, and turning on or off
the auto-refresh map layer option. See Figure 4 on page 8.

e H—A built-in help system provides information for performing common tasks. See Figure 5
on page 9.

Beacon™ GIS Website Training Manual 3



«f €0y,

Noble County GIS 2011

e |—Three additional layers have been added to the GIS website: Control Points (section
corner features), Landhooks, and Soils. See Figure 1 on page 5.

e J—Surveyor’s Office scanned tie card PDF documents are now available for viewing for
selected section corners features found on the Control Points layer. See Figure 6 on page
10.

o K—Limited tax information including Transfer history, Exemptions, Homestead Allocations,
and Tax history is now available. See Figure 7 on page 11.

e |—The Report tap displays all available Assessor and Auditor information in one
convenient place. See Figure 8 on page 12.

¢ M—An overview map is now available at all times to help you position yourself within the
county when zoomed into an area of interest. See Figure 1 on page 5.

o N—A Feedback screen is available giving users the ability to provide feedback on use of
the site. This will help both Schneider and the county provide users with a better user
experience. See Figure 9 on page 13.

e O—The Search tab has been expanded to provide search criteria including the Auditor’s
11-digit Tax ID number. See Figure 10 on page 14.

Beacon™ GIS Website Training Manual 4
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Use these four buttons to (from left to right): Login, send
feedback, change Beacon options, and go to the Help menu.

MNoble Eounty,IN
101 Morth Orange Street
Albion, IN 46701

@ Layers

Street Centerlines

s Assessor:
State Highways Kim Gzephart
LS Highways (260 636-2297
[ Contral Pairts Auditor:

Jackie Knafel
(260) 636-2658

Building Department:

[ Land Hooks
[ Legal Drains - Tile)
[ Leagal Drains -

Open Dick Adair
[ _Rights of ‘W (260} 636-2215
Pariel Numbers Clerk:

Parcels
Assessor
Parcels (Surveyor)

Candy Myers:
(260} 636-2736

Commissioners:
Jowy LeCounk

Hal Stump

Jack Herendeen
(2600 636-7577

GIS Coordinator:
Steven Hook

(260) 636-2193 ext, 319
Highway Dept:

(260 636-2124

Plan Commission:

Sl lo
[ Blocks
Railroads

[ Subdivisions

[ Quarter-Quarters
[ Quarter Sections
[ uspLs Sections
[ woting Precincks
[ TIF Districts

L) lefion Drugt Stewe Kirkpatrick
Bgu%rdc::;en (260) 636-7217

Recorder:
Shelley Mawhorter
(2E0) BIE-2672

Sheriff:
Gary Leatherman
(260} 636-2152

[ Jurisdictions
[ Survey Townshi

Announcements:

[ Sails

ﬁ Search across multiple counties with Guidepast!

[ Flood Plains — Soil & Water
m \M:Pavrhnr". Sk M

Conservation:
Stacey MoGinnis
IE W (260) 636-7632
: : Surveyor:
Scott Zeigler
(260) 636-2132

Figure 1—Beacon’s Map Tab showing the info module (A), map layers module (B), and the overview module (M).
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vl Comp Results |

Noble County, IN

Noble County,

101 Morth Orange Street
Albion, I 46701

uditor:

ackie Knafel
Ca0) 636-2658

andy Myers

il:ril:eria Subject
| [ |vear Built Between | 1943 |and | 1968 f 1958
[] Total Living Area Between 13536 |ang (20304 g2 1692
_EIFinished Basement I = ] = s
larea [Betwesn | land | | Ft:
[ |Parcel Acreage Between |0 and |0 ac 0ac
il |
[] stories iijﬁﬁ—'
1-3/a)%
1 IA]
[] Bedrooms g —EJ E |
P
_l . [ B 1 T
] |56|E Price iBetween | |and |
!Sale Date | 1 Month VI / 10/14,1996

P60} 636-2736

|
O !ﬁssessed Yalue

petween $93.000 | ang $132.000

/ $110,000

OMMissioners:
Jdovy LeCount

1 |property Class

1 Family Dwell - Platted Lot :
1 Farnily Dwell - Unplatted (0 to 9.99 Acres)
1 Family Dwell - Unplatted (10 to 19.99 Acres)
1 Farnily Dwell - Unplatted (20 to 29,99 Acres)

1 Family Dwell - UYnplatted {0 to 9.99
Acres)

Hial Stump
Jack Herendeen
C60) 636-7877

1S Coordinator:
Jreven Hook

[1 |occupancy

2 Wall addition

3 Wall Addition, Attached at 1 End
3 wall addition, Attached at 1 Side
4-6 Family

single-Family Residence

CE0) 636-2193 ext, 319

ighway Dept:
60) 636-2124

lan Commission:

[1 Neighborhood

albion Commercial Fringe Area
Albion Commercial Mortheast
albion Industrial

albion Industrial Railroad

Sparta Twp Base Area

teve Kirkpatrick
60) 636-7217

ecorder:
hielley Mawharker

[] |[Taxing District

ALBION TOWNSHIP P
ALBION-ALBION =
ALBION-IEFFERSON

ALLEN TOWNESHIP |:]

SPARTA TOWNSHIP

600} 636-2672

heriff:
ary Leatherman
CA0) 636-2182

* Returns top 200 resulks

]
/V

Soil & Water
Lonseryation:
Jtacey Mosinnis

Use either “Clear” button to remove the search criteria. The V
information displayed (in red text) is automatically populated from

the currently selected parcel displayed in the Report Tab.

Figure 2—Comparables Search Tab (D).

60} 636-7652

Surveyor:
Scott Zeigler
(260) 636-2132

Treasurer:

Beacon™ GIS Website Training Manual
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Use the Print Options to control
the layout of your report.

Noble County, IN

Nable County, IN

| Paper Size:
Letter 8.5x11
Duality / Speed:
Mediurm - 150dpi
Scale:

beacon”

Yisible:
Header

DOt Created: 9462009
hap Scake: 1in= 241t

Parcel ID E7-16-23-200-006,000-015

Sec/Tup/Rg dass FESICEMTLAL CHME FAMLY DHWELLTMG CN UMUATTED LANDOF 0-9,93 ACRES Oumer Address Adat Carohn énn

Property Addeess 746 W 200 M Aoreage 0.00 FO46 W 200 M
RCMYELL Cromwel, M 46732

District Sparta Twp

Brief Tax Description Pt Saif4 Selj4 Sec 23 1a

Title Bar
Footer
Crverview
Legend
Legend Scale Bar

Township
) Boundasies

Morth Arrow
Details

Corporate Limits
-« Railraads
Parcel Humbers
[] Parcels (Surveyor)
[] Pareeis

A Conbrol Points
77 Street Centertines

57.16-28-100-001.000-015 S8

Arernate ID 016-100133-00 Dumer Mame  Adai Carolwn fnn

[Mote: Mot o be wBed on legal docurrents)

Last Data Upload: 91602009 12:56:43 A

e, developed by
Tha Schneider Corporation
Schneider Wi schieidercenp com

Figure 3—Print Setup options (F).
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Use this button to display
the Options dialog box.

Noble County, IN

Set default map size to; | Mediurm (512 x 512) vl
Map Print Size Set default map print size to: | §.5x11

Map Layers Auto-refresh map laver when visibility is toggled: {uncheck to refresh manually)

Noble County, IN

Save Changes 101 Morkh Orange Street

albion, IM 46701

Assessor:
Announcements: Kim Gephart
) (260) 636-2297
577 Search across multiple counties with Guidepost! ;
Auditor:

Jackie Knafel
(260 £36-2658

Building Department:
Dick Adair
(Z60) E36-2215

Figure 4—Beacon customization options for setting map size, map print size, and map layer autorefresh (G).
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Use this button on the Options toolbar to display the Beacon

help menu. This dialog box will appear in a pop-up window. \

Noble County, IN

@ Help - Windows Internet Explorer g@
a ‘acon schneidercarp.com)/ Help 2eps He ar | @
& Cverview thions
@ Map The options page allows you to set defaults for Map Size, Map Print Size, and Color Scheme,
P Search
Bl F ook For each option you want to change, click the drop down box and select the desired setting.
& Eeports After you hawve selected your settings, click 'Save Changes'. The options you selected will now be
2§ Login applied to the website, Please note that yvou must have cookies enabled for this feature to work,
£)
¢ Eeedback You will then be redirected to your previous module,
¥ Cptiens
8 Print Setup
Print This
Page
Dane €D Internet Fg v H100% -

Figure 5—The Beacon Help menu (H).
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eacol

2N /R(@

Resuks | [3) Report ) o
Qs [ SR PR [ il /& Scale: | 1in=50ft_|v. — ———— — 5
T Oeerviews * @ ver & htp:11b dercorp.com/FileData/MobleCountylN/ControlPoints/0518. pdf - Windows Internet E... u@w
T2 2 . schneldercorp.com o[o] [#2 [ ] [ sweetm search | e

B

= layers

Street Centerlines
[ State Highways

[ U5 Highways

[ Land Hooks

[ Legal Drains - Tiled
O Legal Drains -

1>

[ Righits of tiay

Farcels (Surveyor)

O Lots

[ Blocks

Ralroads

O Subdivisions

O Quarter-Quatters

[ Quarter Sactions

[ LISPLS Sections

[ Yoting Precincts

[ TIF Districts

[ Albion Drug
Erforcement
Boundary

O Juwisdictions

[ Survey Townships
Corporate Linits

Township
Boundaries

[2) summary

0 soiks

[ Flood Plsins

[ watershed -5ub [,
o 2

DBIECTID - 474
#SHAPER - [Geometry]
ACC_LEVEL - GPS
CORHER - N
DATE_RECEI - 02132004
Legend ¥ |ID-s18

= SCAN_REF - 0518, pdf

File Edit GoTo

Favorites

Help

x Google [v] st - - Db B > &, - @ shock-
Tj Favarites | s (@ Suggested Stes ~ £ 911 Coverage £ accessIndiana The Offidial ... £ ArcObjects Online 2 | AYG 7.0 Updates

— = »
iQhttp:Hbeacun.schneidercorn.comﬂF\IeDataJ’NubleCou‘H | | Eﬁ - f-;\j 7| == v Page ~ Safety ~ Taools - @v

58 9

Tnjeem : @ @B -

#SHAPE# - [Geometry]
CC_LEVEL - GPS
rea- 0

To view a section corner tie card:

1) Select the Control Points

layer.

2) Use the Select tool to select

the desired section
corner(s).

3) Go to the Report tab and

click the PDF file.

RIGHT OF WAy _

|

|
E
E H WAYNE TWF.
2 s
i
\
\
INO STONE FOUND
PENALL IN W 1
FACE OF REMC
o pWRmumO RISHTOFWAY
SR 1] A — HARRISOM MKR
-FOUND
——— roMceNTERDE Hacl pa
. L L
N |REFERENCES SET .
A5 REBAR L BTG OF WAT BY SDZ ABAM k
! e
/ / | T 7 U - —
& N DDAWN BY MATT
m
NOELE
ok Morrece

ORNER - V¥ o
ATE_RECEI - 02132004 =
D-518 = B/19/2002 _
len -0 NOT Tg!
BIECTID - 474 _..J
CAN_REF - 0515.pdf
ECTION_- 1
ARGET - TARGET =
OWNSHIP - WaHE i € Unknawn Zone i
YPE_- HM
- 452212,97096834 (2600 636-2297
- 2287173 04041506 Auditor:
" Jackie Knafel
) . (260} 636-2658
@ Control Point A e
T i __| Building Department:
Dick Adair
I@ 0513.pdf (260) 636-2215
Clerk:
Requires Adabe Acrabat Reader) E:gasngd)ysglgg;%
Adobe”
\‘ Ger Rﬂﬂ Commissioners:
oy LeCount
Joy LeCount
| Hal Sturp:

Figure 6—Demonstration of accessing Surveyor's Office section corner tiecards (J).
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@ Transfer History (Assessor)

”~
ki

| Date New Owner

) ) Doc ID| Book/Page Sale Price

10/14/1996 ADAIR CAROLYN ANM $0.00
Contact the Auditor’s Office for correct transfer dates.

| @ Transfer History (Auditor) b3

";Date \Transfer From Instrument Book| Page Doc Nbr

(10/14/1996 Conkling Burlyn C{gladys Dec) 961 0322

Contact the Auditor’s Office for correct transfer dates.

e Click To Expand --= &

[%) Exemptions b

_’Trpe |Description 2008 Pay 2009

| Homestead |STD_EX ) $45,000,00

| Homestead Supplement STD $21,700.00

[£) Homestead allocations

o
o~

2008 Pay 2009

land $16,500,00
| Res Land $16,500,00
| Improve $91,400.00
| Res Improve $90,200,00

@ Tax History

a
P

2008 Pay 2009

2007 Pay 2008

2006 Pay 2007

|+ Ispring Tax $315.01 $1,901.44 $525,59
. + [Spring Penalty $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
| + |Spring Annual 40,00 $0.00 40,00
| + [Fall Tax $315.01 $0.00 $525,50
- + [Fall Penalty $0.00 $0.00 40,00
. + |Fall Annual $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
|+ el NTS Tax $0.00 40,00 $0.00
|+ DelNTS Pen $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
|+ el TS Tax $0.00 40,00 $0.00
|+ Del TS Pen $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
|+ PTRC $0.00 $499.42 $486,77
|+ HMST Credit $224.80 $0.00 40,00
|+ |Advert Fee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
| + |Tax Sale Fee 40,00 $0.00 40,00
|+ |NSF Fee $0.00 40,00 $0.00
|+ |[Other Assess £30.00 430,00 430,00
. + |Surplus $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

= \Charges $660.02 $1,931.44 41,681,158
| = |Surplus Transfer 40,00 $0.00 40,00
| = |Credits $962.90 $1,931.44 41,681,158
| = [TotalDue (302,58 $0.00 $0.00

Dafnguent payments made affer the fall due date will st show due in the year they were originall assessed, ¥ paid, paypment will show @1 the next fax year.

Figure 7—Beacons’ Tax information displaying transfer history, exemptions, homestead allocations, and tax history (K).

Beacon'™ GIS Website Training Manual
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beacon

© | Comp Results

Q Mapw )3 Searcﬁw P Comp Seérch‘ﬁ ,El Requts

Noble County, IN 4

L=

S —
T=TTParcels [REsessor]

@ Summary

S

Parcel ID

Tax Bill ID

Map Reference #
Property Address

Brief Legal Description

57-16-23-200-006,000-015
016-100133-00

FO46 W 200N

Crarmwell, IN, 46732

Pt Sel/4 Selj4 Sec 23 1a

{Mate: Mat ko be used on legal documents)

Class RESIDEMTIAL OME FAMILY DW/ELLING OM UNPLATTED LAND OF 0-9,99 ACRES
Tax District Sparta Twp
Tax Rate Code 16065 - Ady Tax Rate
Property Type 82 - Residential
Mortgage Co 1T
Last Change Date 113

@ Dwnership 2
Adair Carolyn Ann

F046 W 200 M

Cramwell, IN 46732

@ Taring District A
County: Moble

Township: 0009 SPARTA TOWMNSHIP

State District 015 SPARTA TOWNSHIP

Local District: 015

School Corp: WEST MOBLE

Neighborhood: 1550100 Sparta Twp Base Area

[ site Description

£33

Topology:
Public Utilities:
Street or Road:
Area Quality
Parcel Acreage:

@ Transfer History {(Assessor)

Flat
Electricity
Paved
Static

o

£33

Book/| Pagef_

Contact the Auditor's Office for correct transfer dates,

>

rom

r-Igu'n C{gladys Dec)

Noble Eounfy, IN
101 Morth Crange Street
Albion, IN 46701

fiscessor:
im Gephart
260) 636-2297

Buditor:
ackie Knafel
260) 636-2658

Building Department:
ick Adair
Z60) 636-2215

Clerk:
Candy Myers
2607 636-2736

Commissioners:
oy LeCount

Hal Sturnp

ack Herendeen
260) 636-7577

IS Coordinator:
bteven Hook
260) 636-2193 ext, 319

Highway Dept:
260) 636-2124

Plan Commission:
Breve Kirkpatrick
Z60) 6B36-7217

Recorder:
helley Mawhorter
260) 636-2672

heriff:
Gary Leatherman
Z260) 636-2182

boil & Water

[onservation:
Fhacey MoGinnis
260) 636-7652

BUFYEYOl:

Bcoth Zeigler
260) 636-2132

Figure 8—Beacons’ Report Tab displaying both Assessor and Auditor information (L).
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Use this button on the Options toolbar to display the Beacon
help menu. This dialog box will appear in a pop-up window.

Noble County, IN

FPbeacon

(i) 3
[ tion B smrt D Comp st o et ] Conp Fets Y B Rt ¥

_l:’ Feeﬂ-:h..aa(

Tell us what wou think about the Moble County, IN GIS Website, We welcome all of your comments and suggestions,

What kind of feedback would you like to send:
O problem

O Suggestion
O Question

. Noble County, N
I Praise 101 Morth Orange Street

Albion, I 46701

Assessor:

Kim Gephart

In reference to Parcel ID: 57-16-23-200-006.000-015 (260) 636-2297
Auditor:

Enter your comments in the space provided below: 35"23? sKansEifzeslss

(3 Data Correction

Building Department:
Dick. Adair
(2607 636-2215

Clerk:

Candy Myers
(260) 636-2736
Commissioners:
Joy LeCount

Hal Stump
Tell us how to get in contact with you: El;gla)Hgsrgn;ﬂaes;
Mame: | GIS Coordinator:
el Steven Hook
rnail: (2600 636-2193 ext, 319

Highway Dept:

Phone:
(2600 636-2124
[IPlease contact me as soon as possible regarding this matter, Plan Commission:
= Steve Kirkpatrick
(260} 636-7217
Recorder:
Announcements: Shelley Mawhorter
(2607 636-2672

R:j Search across multiple counties with Guidepost!
Sheriff:
Gary Lestherman

Figure 9—Beacon’s Feedback option for reporting problem issues to the GIS dept. staff (N).

Beacon™ GIS Website Training Manual
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Noble County, IN

Search 1@ 5 | Comp Resks

= Parcels (Assessor v

A
A

o)

=

Address 7048_\.\4 ZD_D n

i[ Search == ]

(é‘n‘tér address or range of address (ex: 1200-1299 Main))

Noble County, IN
101 Morth Orange Street

‘p Parcel ID Gearch

Albion, I 46701

Parcel ID [ kim Gephar.'t
57-16-23-200-006.000-015 | [ Search == ] B
Auditor:
ﬁ 1D Search 2 | Packie knafel
- - (260) 636-2655
Tax Bill ID 016-100133-00 | Search »» Building Department:

Dick Adair

(260) 636-2215

Announcements:

Noble County, IN

Parcals (Assessor| v

7.f Search across

13 Results

i
Parcel ID

Owner %¢

Property Address

[3)|57-16-23-200-006.000-015 P Adair Carohen Ann FO4E W 200 N
[357-04-29-300-133.000-010 P Adair Larry H & Nancy 1 7086 M ALELCN STREET
[3)/57-04-29-300-134.000-010 # Adair Larry Harold & Mancyjans 7086 M ALELCON STREET
[3)/57-19-23-100-011.000-009 P Adair Makthew G & Sheri L 32E15US 33 v
- Noble County, IN

[3)/57-16-23-200-019.000-015 B Adair Michelle Renes 7180 W 200 M 101 Morth Orange Street
[E|57-21-36-300-032.000-017 2 fidair Mitchel L (T BE ASSIGNED) Albian, IH 46701
[E|57-21-36-300-002.000-017 £ pdair Mitchel Lewis 11425 E 600 5 el

Kirn Gephart
[Z1[57-016-400179-00 P adair Richard & Caralyn (2EM) E3R-2207
[ /57-016-201201-00 \ £ adair Richard & ?Uﬂit?cﬂ -

AcKIE Knarel

@ 57-18-18-200-011,000-015 \ A Adair Steven D & Jovee A 2828 5 STATEROAD S 57 (260} 636-2655
& /57-016-201324-00 & Broadway Christian Church % Adair Richard Building Department:

Dick Adai
B1/57-16-34-300-002.000-015 Christian Chapel CJO Richard Adair D208 N 900 Y i
[Z1[57-19-16-300-213.000-009 k Fort Wayne Mational Bank Trustee Nation City Bank Attn: Joseph Adair Trust 475 W Clerk:

Candy Myers

L2E0) E36-2756

\ Select a parcel by clicking on the 18-digit
State Kev Parcel Identification Number

Figure 10—Beacon’s Search and Results Tabs (O).

Beacon™ GIS Website Training Manual
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3.0 Launching Beacon™

There are two primary ways for launching Beacon.

e Go through the county’s home page (www.nobleco.org)
e Go through Beacon’s login screen (www.beacon.schneidercorp.com)

Either way will send you to the Beacon selection screen displayed in Figure 1 below. Use the
Beacon selection dialog box for selecting the state and county to use for your property or map
search.

iew Demo Site

How to use this Site
isit beacon™ Product Website
‘Local Government GIS for the Web Join beacon™ User Forum

Al States |

r - T
| Please select a site |

Announcements:
'\:} Search across multiple counties with Guidepost!

22003 | Disclaimer | version 3.2.2836.0518

Fiaure 11—Beacon’s loain screen
After you have selected the state and county of choice, you have two options for interacting
with Beacon.

e Perform a parcel search, or
e Go directly to the map.

Choose the desired method and click the button at the bottom of the dialog box to enter
Beacon.

4.0 Overview of Beacon’s Tabular Interface

Beacon’s interface contains a series of tabbed windows. Tabs make the application easier to
navigate in. This section provides an overview of the tabs you will encounter in Beacon.

4.1 Search Tab

The Search Tab comes up first automatically when the user chooses to perform a parcel search
from the Beacon login screen. The search tab provides 4 ways to search for information. See
Figure 10 on page 14 for a screen shot showing the Search tab.
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4.2

Name—any combination of first or last name

Address—preferably use only the street address and road name (101 Orange)
Parcel ID—the 18-digit state parcel identification number

Tax Bill ID—the 11-digit Auditor’s parcel identification number

Results Tab

The Results Tab displays a listing of parcel records matching the search criteria. See Figure 10 on
page 14 for a screen shot showing the Results tab.

4.3

If only one parcel matches the search criteria placed in the Search Tab, the user
will be taken directly to the Report Tab.

Click the Parcel ID hyperlink to go to the land ownership information under the
Report Tab.

Click the column title (Parcel ID, Owner, or Property Address) to sort the list in
ascending or descending order.

This tab displays information for both personal property and real property.

Report Tab

The Report Tab displays tax ownership and assessment information from both the Auditor’s and
Assessor’s Offices. Parcel information is displayed inside of the following modules. See Figure 8
on page 12 for a screen shot showing the Report tab.

Summary—parcel property information (Assessor)

Ownership—Current tax property owner (Auditor) with property address (Assessor)
Taxing District—parcel location information (Assessor)

Site Description—site classification information (Assessor)

Parcel Notes—miscellaneous parcel notes (Assessor)

Sales—property sales history (Assessor)

Transfer History—displays previous parcel transfer history from both the Auditor’s
and Assessor’s systems

Valuation—assessment land and improvement information (Assessor)
Exemptions—Ilist of land owner requested exemptions (Auditor)

Homestead Allocations—lists the dollar amounts applied to homestead
exemption for both the residential land and improvement (Auditor)

Tax History—provides a summary of the taxes paid for the last three taxing cycles
(Auditor)

Land Value—value of land based upon soil, property boundary dimensions, and
land use factors (Assessor)

Buildings—building details (Assessor)

Improvements—improvement details (Assessor)

Sketches—hyperlink to a sketch of the property improvements (Assessor)
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For some parcel records various modules may not be displayed. This occurs when no
information is available for selected module(s). If this happens, the following statement will be
displayed near the bottom of the Report Tab window: “No data available for the following
modules: (missing modules are listed here.)”

Please be sure to read the “Important Disclaimer” placed at the bottom of the Results Tab.
Every effort is made to make sure the parcel information displayed in Beacon is as accurate as
possible. However, the user uses Beacon at his or her own risk and should be aware that some
parcel information may be inaccurate or not up to date.

44 Map Tab

The Map Tab displays the map module containing the county map. This map displays layers
that are checked in the Layers module. When a parcel has been selected in the Results Tab,
the map will be zoomed in to the location of the selected parcel(s) and the property boundary
highlighted in cyan. See Figure 1 on page 5 for a screen shot showing the Map tab.

e Ifthere are multiple legal descriptions contained under the Brief Legal
Description field under the Summary module in the Report Tab, the parcel
identified with a matching 18-digit state key number may be highlighted in yellow
while the other parcels are highlighted in cyan. (example: Tax ID # 014-100666-00)

o The Info panel located on the right-hand side of the web page displays a brief
parcel summary. If more than one parcel is displayed in the Results Tab and you
switch to the Map Tab, the Info panel will display a brief summary for each
parcel. Click the underlined 18-digit parcel number to zoom the map to that
parcel.

e The parcel displayed on the map will have its parcel information displayed in the
Summary module under the Map module.

45 Comp Search Tab

The Comparables Search Tab is used for finding property that matches selected search criteria.
See Figure 2 on page 6 for a screen shot showing the Comparables Search tab.

e This tab is available as a stand-alone search option or when the user is currently
on a parcel record.

e The current parcel category information is displayed in red for the currently
selected parcel.

o The Comparables Search module displays various Categories along with their
associated criteria. Check the categories and set the criteria to use and click the
Search button.

¢ Use the Clear button to remove criteria search information (displayed in red). This
frees up the Comparables Search module to be used for searching for parcels
matching the selected category and criteria entered.
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4.6

Please be patient while you use this module as it can be flakey and may not
function at all times. The more Categories selected causes the application to
perform long searches which may cause the application to stop responding or
respond with an error message.

Comp Results Tab

The Compables Results Tab displays property records matching the search criteria entered
under the Comparables Search Tab. See Figure 12 below for a screen shot showing the
Comparables Search Results tab.

Search results are only displayed for up to the first 200 records found.

Each column can be sorted in ascending or descending order by clicking the
column heading.

Maliling labels can be generated for county employees by using the Mailing
Labels module at the bottom of the webpage. Select the download format by
choosing on of the following options from the drop-down list: Comma Separated
Values (.csv), Tab delimited Values (.tab), Extensible Markup Language (.xml), or
Address labels (5160).

Figure 12 shows the results of a Comparables search using the criteria of parcel 57-16-23-200-
006.000-015. Three checkboxes, containing default values supplied by the selected parcel,

were checked
$132,000), and

and used for the search: Bedrooms (“3”), Assessed Value (“Between $88,000 and
Taxing District (“Sparta Township™). There were 114 results returned.

I & -
- b eaco Noble County, TN 2N A7)
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[E et B goos/ig/ieee| fee,z001s7e 0.0 123z 122 1 3peae el FE issoion ois| | R EEe
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607100 , e
| 571607100 11374 W 450 e e e e o [Single-Family b e b ceemion el o hn aers
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- | Gary Leatherman
Download Format: Comma Separated Values (.csv) | v @ Instructions (260) 6362162
Soil & Water
Conservation:
Stacey MeGinnis
(260) 636 7657

Figure 12—Comparables Search Results tab.
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5.0 The Map Tab Toolbar

Figure 13 below lists the name for each button contained on the Map Tab toolbar. This toolbar is
only visible while on the Map tab.

— Identify features qu Tqb TOOIbqr

— Select features
foomin
Map scale
Igom out
Pan the map
Toom to full
l extent
D | BT BO L |« | gl Scale::lin=4DD1;'t_-v--

T -~ - -® -

Yy r

foom to
previous extent

Ioom to
selected features +
Print
Measure/ Area
— Print setup

Spatial selection —

Clear selection/highlighfing —

Resize map application screen —

Figure 13—Map Tab Toolbar

6.0 The Overview Window Module

The Overview Window module is located in the upper left-hand corner of the web application.
See Figure 1, letter M, page 5 for a screen shot showing the location of the overview window
module.

e This window displays a red colored rectangle showing your current location within
the county.

o The rectangle matches the display size of the map module window.
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7.0 The Layers Selection Module

The Layers Selection module is located in the left-hand side of the web application. See Figure 1,
letter B, page 5 for a screen shot showing the location of the layers selection module.

This module displays a list of available layers to be toggled on or off. Some layers
are not viewable at all map scales even when checked.

A gray shaded check box signifies the layer is not visible at the current map scale.
Zoom in to the map to make the layer become visible.

8.0 The Legend Module

The Legend module is located in the lower left-hand corner of the application. This module
displays map symbols for the visible layers. See Figure 14 below for a screen shot view of the
legend module. The legend’s layers change as layers become visible on the map.

Legend i |

D Township

Boundaries

l...l Corporate Limits
4+ Rallroads
Parcel Numbers
Ei Parcels (Surveyor)
J

D Parcels

,/ Street Centerlines

Figure 14—Beacon’s Legend module showing layer symbols.

9.0 The Info Module

The Info module is located on the right-hand side of the web application.

This module initially displays the county courthouse’s address and a list of county
department heads along with their email address and office phone number.
Click the department head names in blue to send an email to the person. See
Figure 1, letter A, page 5 for a screen shot showing the info module.

When a parcel is selected from the Results Tab and one navigates to the Map
Tab, the info module will change to display a list of parcels that are displayed on
the Results Tab. By clicking an 18-digit state key nhumber highlighted in blue, the
user can quickly navigate from one parcel to another. Note that parcel links are
available only for real property and not personal property. See Figure 15 below
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for how the Info module appears when a search has been performed. Notice
how the Info module contains a list of the parcels found on the Results tab. Also,
the first listing in the Info module is highlighted in light gray for the currently
selected parcel on the map. Click the 18-digit State Key Parcel Identification
numbers in blue for other listed parcels to navigate to the selected parcel.

Noble County, IN

B B3 sk Parcel ID - 57-16-23-
e - e e Toe | (200-006,000-015
[ overview (@ Map [l shous map iz | 12} o e
[ 100133-00
Address - 7046 W 200
7 M, Cromuel
¢ Owner - Adair Carolyn
-4 , ot Ann
- Parcel ID - 57-016-
| Eaem
 layers i e o . Alternate ID-016- | =
3 201201-00
Street Centerines | Owner - Adair Richard
[ State Highways i
[ US Highways
I ool s Parcel ID - 57-016-
O Land Hooks itlitlgrzr:ﬁg 1D - 016
[ Legal Drais - Tied 201324-00
[ Legal Drains - Dwner - Broadway
Cpen Christian Church %
[ Rights of Way — : = adalr Richard
Parcel Humbers (T 57-10-25-200-007 soo-os USRS o7 7 Soans! (3

Parcel ID - 57-016-

Parcels
Assessor)

400173-00
Parcels (Surveyor) Alternate ID - 016-
O Lets 400173-00

Owner - Adai Richard
LIkl & Carolyn

Rairoads

[ Zubdivisions

Parcel ID - 57-04-29-
300-133.000-010
Alternate ID - 004-

[ Quarter-Quarters
[ Guarter Sections

[ USPLS Sections 100035-00
0O Weting Precincts :Igdressts e
a5 ion Strest
L T‘[: R Owner - fidsir Larry H
[ Albion Drug &by 3
Enforcement

Boundary
[ Juriscictions
O Survey Tawnships

Parcel ID - 57-04-25-
500-134.000-010
Alternate ID - 004-
Corparate Limits ernate

e 100031-00

ety &) summary Address - 7086 N

oundaries

£ Parcel 1D 57-16-23-200- alternate 016-100133-00 Owner Adair Carglyn || Abion street
[ Soils Dwner - Adair Larry
005.000-015 D Name nn
[ Flood Flsins - Harold & Nancyjane
o o [v]] sec/Twp/Rig Class RESIDENTIAL OHE FAMILY DWELLING ON Owner  fdair Carolyn
4 Property 7046 W 200 N URPLATTED LAND OF 0-9.99 ACRES Address  4n . =

- 5 | Address CROMWELL Acreage  0.00 7046w 200N | “Parcel ID =S7-16:23- M)

Legend A o Cromwel, TN 3

46732

[ Township
Boundaries District Sparta Twp

Figure 15—The Info module containing a list of parcels found on the Results Tab.

10.0 Application Options, Sending Feedback, and Finding Help

Figure 16 below displays a toolbar located in the upper right-hand corner of the web
application that contains buttons used for controlling application options, sending feedback,
and finding help. See Figure 1 on page 5 for a screen shot showing the location of these buttons.

Options Toolbar

Send Feetback

loglin —l

NP ve

Bl

Help

Change Options

Figure 16—Options Toolbar
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The following list briefly describes each button on the Options toolbar.

e lLog in button—use for logging into the Beacon web application. Some Beacon
sites require users to log in to gain access to restricted portions of the site. Noble
County requires county employees to log in for gaining access to some features
not available to the general pubilic.

¢ Send Feedback button—use this option for sending your thoughts or errors found
via e-malil to the Schneider Corp. Feedback is sent to the Noble County GIS
Coordinator.

e Change Options button—use this option to set user preferences for map size, map
print size, and map layers.

e Help button—use this option for accessing Beacon help information.

11.0 Performing Searches and Queries

Beacon™ provides the following means of searching land ownership information.

11.1 Performing Searches using the Search Tab

One can search by using the Search tab. See Figure 10, letter O, page 14 for a screen shot
showing the Search Tab.

Before performing a search, select the correct Parcels layer to search for by clicking the parcel
layer name. A blue symbol with an “I” will appear next to the active layer in the layer module.

o Set the Parcels (Assessor) layer active for identifying and viewing a parcel’s land
ownership, assessment, and tax information in Beacon’s Report tab. See Figure 8,
letter L, page 12 shows a screen shot of the report that’s generated while the
Parcels (Assessor) layer is active.

e Set the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active for identifying and viewing land ownership
and drainage information in Beacon’s Report tab. See Figure 17 below for a
screen shot of the report generated while the Parcel (Surveyor) layer is active.
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J o Map-ﬁ }) Search‘\ ﬂ Results‘l]—'ﬁllnegort?i ¥ Info 2
I = Parce\s.[SuNevor]_.v
| 21 Summary 4
|GIS Parcel ID 57-16-23-200-006.000-015
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g g v P ] ployees, agt P n P! Y
accuracy, and in particular, ibs accuracy as to labeling, dimensions, conkours, property boundaries, or placement or location of any map features thereon; nor ko the Recorder:
accuracy of any other information contained thereon, Shelley Mawharter
(260) 636-2672
Disclaimer. The information provided on this site is For convenience only and is compiled from recorded deeds, plats, tax maps, surveys, and ather public records and Sheriff:
data, In the preparation of this site, extensive efforts have been made ta offer the most current, correct, and clearly expressed information possible. However, Gary Leatherman
inadvertent errars can occur, and information placed on khis site: is not intended to replace any official source. The aforementioned public primary information sources (260) 636-2182
should be consulted For werification of the information provided on these pages. Users are advised that their use of any of this information is at their own
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Figure 17—Surveyor’s Report displayed in the Report Tab while the Parcel (Surveyor) layer is active.

The following is a list of search options.

e Land ownership name—it is possible to search by last name only or by first and last
name. The first and last name can be entered in any order. It is not necessary to
separate first and last names with a comma. If you are not sure what name(s) the
property may be listed under, try using only the last name. This will help guarantee
that all the parcels listed under the last name are found.

o Address—searching by address may be a trickier proposition. The system will
attempt to find a match for the address entered. If there is more than one private
residence on a parcel, the system may only have one of the two to compare
with the search criteria. If the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active when performing
your search using the Search tab and no results are found, try making the Parcels
(Surveyor) layer active by clicking on the layer name. A blue symbol with an “I”
will appear next to the layer. This is how you will know what layer is currently
active. Enter your search criteria and see if you get a match. If you do, go to the
Map tab and click the parcel using the identify button to select the parcel. This
should retrieve information under the Report tab.

e Parcel ID—Parcel ID is the 18-digit State parcel identification number (PIN) used
by all county offices dealing with property. The number consists of a series of
hyphens “-*“ and one period “.” in the following format: XX-XX-XX-XXX-XXX.XXX-
XXX. It is not necessary to enter the 18-digit PIN using the punctuation. Again, if
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the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active when searching for a PIN using the Search
tab and no results are found, try searching by setting the Parcels (Surveyor) layer
active. Figure 18 below displays a guide used for interpreting the 18-digit State
Key Parcel Identification Number.

=5l State 18-digit Parcel ID Humber

Help Guide for Interpreting the 18-digit State Parcel ID Number

57 |- ool|- oo|- ooo|- ooo|. oo0o|- o0 |
SHETC Tovenshigp Section Guad Parcel Clasz Diztrict
Courity Murmber Murmber Murmber Murmber Murmber Code
Code

STE District Numbers

001 - ALBION TOWNSHIP | 016 - CROMWELL 014 - LIGAOMIER 017 - Swal TP
002 - ALBIOM TOWN 006 - ELKHART TwWP 009 - NOBLE TwiP | 018 - WASHINGTON T'wP
022 - ALBIOM-JEFFERSOM | 007 - GREEM T'wF 010 - ORAMGE TWPR | 013 - WaAYNE T'wWP

003 - ALLEN TwWF 003 - JEFFERSOM TP M3 -PERRY TwPR | 012 - WOLCOTTYILLE
005 - AVILLA TOWN 004 - KEMDALLYILLE-ALLEN | 011 - ROME CITY 021 -¥ORK TWF

020 - KEMDALLWILLE WiayME | 015 - SPARTA TWF

Township Mumbers

09 - ALLEM T'WP 20- GREEM T'WF 01 -PERRY TWPF | 18 - WASHINGTON T'wWP
13- ALBIOM T'WF 12 - JEFFERSON TWP [ 16 - SPARTA TWP | 07 - WAYME TWF
03 - ELEHART TWwP 13- HOBLE TWP 21 -5WAN TWP | 15-YORK TWF

04 - ORANGE TWwWF

Figure 18—Help Guide for Interpreting the 18-digit State Parcel ID Number

11.2

Tax Bill ID—This number is an 11-digit tax identification number assigned to a
parcel or a group of parcels in the Auditor’s Office. This is an older parcel
identification numbering system still in use. The Tax Bill ID consists of the following
format: XXX-XXXXXX-XX, where every number begins with a zero “0”. Notice that
this number consists of two hyphens. It is not necessary to enter the hyphens when
entering Tax Bill ID search criteria. Again, if the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active
when searching for a PIN using the Search tab and no results are found, try
searching by setting the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active.

Performing Searches using the Map Tab

An alternate search method is navigating the map under the Map tab.

Set the Parcels (Assessor) layer active for identifying and viewing a parcel’s land
ownership, assessment, and tax information in Beacon’s Report tab.

Set the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active for identifying and viewing land ownership
and drainage information in Beacon’s Report tab.
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e Use the Identify button on the Map Tool toolbar for identifying information on one
feature or multiple features. See Figure 13 on page 19 for the location of the
Identify button on the Map Tab Tool toolbar.

. Click on one parcel to display feature information in the Report Tab.

. Select more than one parcel by dragging a selection box around or
across multiple parcels to select them. The Results Tab will be displayed
with the selected parcel records.

e Use the Identify button to display information for features on other layers. First,
click the layer in the Layers module to set the layer as the selectable layer. The
blue round “I” icon will move to the selected layer. Second, click a feature or
features on the map to display the feature’s information.

e Use the Clear Selection button to unselect highlighted map features. See Figure

13 on page 19 for the location of the Clear Selection button on the Map Tab Tool
toolbar.

11.3 Performing Queries: Measure and Spatial Selection Operations
Use Beacon to perform measure and spatial selection operations.

Measure Operations

Use the Measure button for measuring lengths or areas and for zooming into a specific location
by entering map coordinates. Coordinates can be entered as State Plane, decimal degrees, or
degrees-minutes-seconds. Figure 19 below shows the Measure Results toolbar.

: o Map

Measure Results

| Zoom

Length: 0| feet v | Area: 0 | acres || . wyy Close
Figure 19—Measure Results Toolbar.
e To use the Measure Tool, click the Measure Tool button "‘q“ To measure distance

and area, use the mouse pointer to draw a line representing the distance you
want to measure. Add additional line segments by clicking the mouse to add
new points. Complete the polyline by double clicking. The length returned
indicates the measured length of all line segments. The area returned indicates
the result of the perimeter of the drawn polyline plus a virtual line to close the
shape to make a complete polygon.

e The length and area measure results can be displayed in either English or Metric
measurement systems. Use the drop down located on the right hand side of the
results to select your desired system.
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e Geographic coordinates display dynamically next to the X/Y: label on the
measure toolbar. A dropdown box next to the coordinate display allows you to
choose the coordinate type.

Examples:

State Plane Coordinate System

Decimal Degrees (dd.dddddd)

Degrees-Minutes-Seconds (dd-mm-ss)

Click Zoom to XY to enter an X/Y coordinate and zoom the map to that
location. The map will be re-centered at the point of the user defined X/Y
coordinate.

e Click Close to clear the Measure tool results.

Using the Select Tool for Performing Spatial Selection Operations

When the Select tool is active you have the options to use the Select tool by Point/Rectangle,
Line, or Polygon. Click on these options on the Select toolbar to change how the tool selects
map features. You can also change the mode of the Select tool by clicking on New, Add, or
Remove. Figure 20 below shows the Select Toolbar.

_Or-'lap

Select with: Point/Rectangle | Line | Polygon  Selection: Mew | Add | Remove

Figure 20—Select Toolbar

The following is a list of the available Select tool options.

e Point/Rectangle—this selection type allows you to do a single click on the map to
select a feature in the active layer, or click and drag the mouse to draw a box, or
rectangle, and select all features within the area of the rectangle.

e Line—this selection type allows you to draw a line on the map. All features in the
active layer that intersect with the line you have drawn will be selected.

e Polygon—this selection type allows you to draw a polygon on the map. All
features in the active layer that intersect with the outline and area within the
polygon will be selected.

o New—selecting features in the "New" mode will generate a new selection
containing the features you select on the map.

o Add—the "Add" select mode will keep existing selected features and add more
features that you click on the map to your selection.

e Remove—the "Remove" select mode will unselect any selected features that you
click on the map to remove them from your selection.
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When you select features, they will be highlighted on the map. The info pane on the right will
display information about each of the selected features. If the report tab is visible, you can click
on it to see the selected items in a tabular report.

To clear the selected area and results from the map, click ¢/. once you clear the map, the
results/report page is no longer accessible.

Spatial Selection Operations

Use the Spatial Selection button for performing buffer and select operations. To use the Spatial
Selection Tool, select only one or more features on the map that you want to work with. Then

click the Buffer tool E[ﬂ

Use the Select tool to select a feature or features on the map:
e Before using the spatial selection button
e To add additional features to a selection set or

¢ To delete features from a selection set

There are two operations that you can choose from: Buffer and Select. Toggle between the two
by clicking on either of the modes.

Buffer Spatial Selection Option

Use this option for selecting features by distance such as "Which parcels are within 500 feet of my
parcel?" Figure 21 shows the Spatial Selection Toolbar with the Buffer option selected.

() Map

Spatial operation: Buffer | Select

Select features of | Parcels [Assec|w | that are within 0| feet | |of selected Street Centerlines

Figure 21—Spatial Selection Toolbar with the Buffer Operation Selected.

Use these steps to perform that buffer selection:

1. Make the parcel layer active

2. Select your parcel using the select tool “: or by searching for it on the Search
tab

3. Click the Spatial Select tool I{ﬂ

Click on Buffer for the spatial operation

5. Select and enter the data to make the buffer selection options read:
Select features of Parcels that are within 500 feet of selected Parcels

6. Push the Buffer button

E
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Select Spatial Selection Option

Use this tool to select features that have a spatial relationship with those features you have
already selected. Figure 22 below shows the Spatial Selection Toolbar with the Select option
selected.

Q Map

Spatial operation; Buffer | Select

Select features of | Parcels (Asses|w | that | intersect || celected Street Centerlines

Figure 22—Spatial Selection Toolbar with the Select Operation Selected.

There are three spatial relationships:
e Intersect - The features touch any part of the current selection

e Are completely within - The features must be completely inside the current
selection. If more than one feature is selected, those features are merged
together for the comparison.

e Have their centers within - The centroid of each feature has to be inside the
current selection.

For example, you could find the answer to "Which parcels are completely within watershed
194?" Here are the steps to perform this spatial selection:

Make the watershed layer active
Select watershed 194

Click on the Spatial Select tool iﬂ

Click on Select for the spatial operation

Select and enter the data to make the selection options read:

Select features of Parcels that are completely within selected Watersheds
6. Push the select button

arwDdE

To exit the Spatial Selection tool, click the 'Close' button.

12.0 Customizing the User Interface

Use the Change Options button located on the Options Toolbar (See Figure 3) to customize the
user interface. Figure 23 below shows the Options module.

574 Options

Map Size Set default map size to: | Medium (512 x 512) .:"V |

Map Print Size Set default map print size to: | 8.5x11 ._V ._

Map Layers Auto-refresh map layer when visibility is toggled: {uncheck to refresh manually)
Save Changes

Figure 23—Options Module.
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The following options are available.
Map Size—sets the default map size resolution to:

e Small (350 x 350)
¢ Medium (512 x 512)
e Large (800 x 800)

Map Print Size—sets the default map print size to:

8.5 x 11—Portrait
8.5 x 11 (Wide)—Landscape
8.5 x 14—Portrait
8.5 x 14 (Wide)—Landscape
11 x 17—Portrait
11 x 17 (Wide)—Landscape

Map Layers—this option determines if the map is auto-refreshed making a checked layer
visible.

o Ifthe check boxis checked, the map will be updated automatically (this is the
default setting).

e Ifthe check box isn’t checked, the user will have to refresh the map manually.
When the check box is unchecked, a Refresh Layers button will appear under the
Layers module. Use this button to refresh the map manually after adding or
removing checks from one or multiple layers.

Click the Save Changes button to save the option changes.

13.0 Printing Reports and Maps

Use the Print Setup button for customizing and formatting your print page for both reports and
maps. Figure 24 below shows the Print Options module.

It is recommended that the user use the Print button located on the either the Map Tab tool bar
or the standard toolbar for printing reports and maps. The user may use the browser’s print
button, but the report will not be formatted in the same manner as when printed through the
Beacon web application.

When printing a report in Beacon, a PDF document is generated in a pop-up window. Adobe
Acrobat Reader version 8 or 9 is required for the proper generation of the PDF document.

The following options are available in the Print Options module.
e Paper Size—the Paper Size option allows you to choose the size and orientation of

the paper you are printing. After you have selected your paper size and clicked
Update, the print preview window will reflect the selected paper size.
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i Print Options :

Paper Size:
Letter 8.5x11 -

Quality [ Speed:
Medium - 150dpi

Scale:
lin = 79ft -

Visible:
| Header

| Title Bar

| Footer

| Overview
| Legend

| Scale Bar

| MNorth Arrow

| Details

Title:
Subtitle:

Author:

@Updat& '._/?Reset

E\lrf"-f-" Print "s-: Make Default

Figure 24—Printer Options

Quality / Speed*--the Quallity/Speed option allows you to trade
off between quality verses speed of the page you are

printing. The higher the print quality the slower the print page
will render and download. Likewise, the lower the print quality
the faster the print page will render and download. This
quality/speed tradeoff will only be noticeable when you click
Print. The default setting is medium.

Scale*--the Scale option allows you to set the scale of the map
you are viewing on the Print Setup Page. After you have
selected your scale preference and clicked Update, the map
on the print preview window will reflect the selected scale. In
order to maintain map scale accuracy, you must change the
Print Page Scaling option to "None". After you have opened
the PDF, go to Print, Page Scaling, and select "None" from the
drop down.

Visible Iltems—

e Header - The Header includes the site name, beacon
logo, and top gradient bar.

e Title Bar - The Title Bar includes the title, subtitle, author,
date created, and map scale*.

e Footer - The Footer includes the bottom gradient bar, last
data upload, map disclaimer*, and Schneider logo.

e Overview* - The Overview displays the map at full extent
while showing the maps current location marked in red.

e lLegend* - The Legend displays a reference of each
layer's symbology that is displayed on the map.

e Scale Bar* - The Scale Bar provides a visual indication of
the size of features and distance between features on
the map.

¢ North Arrow* - The North Arrow indicates the orientation
of the map.

Report Labels—the Report Labels include the title, subtitle, and
author and are displayed as part of the Title Bar if filled in.
After entering the desired text into each corresponding text
box, click Update to see the reflected changes on the print
preview window.

@Update—the Update button will redraw the print preview
page to reflect the changes you have made to the print
options. You must click the Update button after making
changes to the print options in order for them to be reflected
on the print preview page.

&3Print—the Print button will render a pdf of the selected print
options into a printer friendly page. If you make changes to
the print options, you must click Update before the Print button
is available. When you click Print, the rendered pdf will open in
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your browser's window. If you wish to save the file, use the
Save option in the menu bar.

. -”_?Reset—the Reset button will reset all the available print options back to their
default settings.

. " Make Default—the Make Default button is used to save your printer settings as
the default printer settings.

*These options are only available when printing the map.

14.0 Relevant Issues Regarding Beacon

14.1 Ground Features Present in Aerial Photography May Not Exist Today

Aerial photography is a picture of the ground taken at a point in time. Two series of
orthophotographs (orthophotography--rectified to the ground and usable for measuring ground
distances) are available for viewing in Beacon: one flown in April 2003 and the other flown in
April 2008. Since these pictures represent what the ground looked like at a specific point in time,
any ground features found to exist after these dates will not appear in the aerial photography.

Aerial photography is flown by the county about every 3 to 4 years. The last flight prior to 2003,
took place in 1999. This set of photography was taken in black and white. A 2005 flight made
possible by an initiative of the Indiana Geographic Information Council, Inc. was flown in natural
color, which greatly increased its usefulness. This photography is not available on Beacon. The
2008 imagery, flown by Pictometry, is natural color imagery available in Beacon. The next flight is
projected for some time in the spring of 2011 or 2012.

14.2 Land Ownership May Not Match between the Parcels (Assessor)
and Parcels (Surveyor) Layers

Two Parcels layers, showing the same exact parcel boundaries but referencing different
databases, serve as a general representation of the location of parcel boundaries. The aerial
photographs show physical signs of land ownership occupation—physical boundaries such as
fences are visible and are referenced as parcel boundaries by land owners.

There are areas that exist where the parcels layer will not line up with the aerial photograph.
Every effort is taken to represent parcel boundaries as accurately as possible. Many reasons
exist to explain why parcel boundaries don’t line up with the aerials. One main reason is due to
poor or vague legal descriptions. Another reason may be attributed to occupation deviating
from how it was originally laid out in a subdivision plat (this is especially true for urban areas).
Areas where parcel lines don’t line up with the aerials will need to be researched and possibly
resurveyed to determine reasons for the discrepancy. When time permits, the Tax Mapper with
assistance from the Auditor's Office will perform research and refer to historic and new survey
information to correct problem areas.
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14.3 Map Features are a General Representation of Real-World Ground
Features

Physical features that exist on the ground, such as roads, building structures, and water bodies,
are represented in Beacon™ as points, lines, and enclosed areas called polygons. Map features
are a general representation of what actually exists on the ground. Various means are used for
drawing map features. Various sources of information are used as reference (e.g., recorded
documents and surveys, digitizing features directly from aerial orthophotographs, and
downloadable information from trusted websites).

Every effort is taken to utilize proper techniques and reference viable data sources when
drawing map features. It should be noted that some data sources are more accurate than
others and this may explain why certain map features appear to be drawn incorrectly. Users of
Beacon™ should take notice that the digital map serves as a general representation of what
exists in the real world and should be used accordingly. To obtain information (metadata) about
map layers, please contact the Noble County GIS Coordinator.

14.4 The Parcels (Assessor) and Parcels (Surveyor) Layers May Display
Different Property Ownership

As mentioned eatrlier, two parcels layers are being used for displaying parcel boundaries. The
Parcels (Assessor) layer is used for accessing parcel land ownership, assessment, and tax
information residing in the Noble County Assessor’s, Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Offices. Use this
layer to identify and view a parcel’s land ownership, assessment, and tax information in
Beacon’s Report tab.

The Parcels (Surveyor) layer is used for accessing parcel land ownership and drainage
information residing in the Noble County Surveyor’s Office. Use this layer to identify and view
land ownership and drainage information in Beacon™’s Report tab.

Since the Low Tax system (in the Auditor's and Treasurer's Offices), X-Soft CAMA system (in the
Assessor's Office) and the Land Ownership Database (in the Surveyor's Office) are separately
maintained by different county offices, information may be different or non-existent in one or the
other’s database. The Surveyor’s database represents each legally described tract of land as a
separate record in its database. However, the Auditor’s and Assessor’s databases tend to group
multiple tracts under one tax identification number. Parcels displayed on both Parcels layers are
drawn to show each legally described track of land. Each parcel is referenced with a unique 18-
digit state Parcel Identification Number (PIN) in the Surveyor’s database, while groups of parcels
in the Auditor’s and Assessor’s databases are referenced with one 18-digit state PIN. This can
result in no property match when the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active and while using the 18-
digit state PIN or Tax ID as search criteria in the Beacon™ Search Tab. If you are experiencing
trouble finding a parcel, instructions are provided at the bottom of the Search tab.
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14.5 Recent Property Transfers May Not Have Available Assessment
and/or Tax Information

Every night Beacon™ updates are sent from the county to the Schneider Corporation, who hosts
the website. Information may not be made available for nightly updates from the county. As
parcels are transferred in the Auditor’s Office, time is required to update the internal GIS layers to
reflect the transfer, especially if the transfer creates a new parcel split or a new subdivision plat.

Please be aware that recent transferred parcels may not show up on the website; this, however,
doesn’t mean that the transfer did not occur in the Auditor’s office. Parcel transfer information is
also entered into various county property databases: Assessor’s, Auditor’s/Treasurer's, and
Surveyor’s databases. At this time, all three databases are separate from one another and
maintained independently. This causes information to be entered into these databases at
different time intervals depending on the office’s work flow. Assessor’s assessment information is
required to be withheld from the public during times of trending. During this time, the previous
year’s assessments will still be viewable on the Report tab, but may not reflect current
assessment values. When the trending process is completed, the updated values will be made
available. This usually occurs sometime in late April or early May. The Auditor's/Treasurer's land
ownership and tax information is current and displayed in Beacon as the information is
processed.

14.6 Indiana Public Access Law and Privacy

The county’s GIS data is considered a strategic asset established for directly benefiting county
office decision-making abilities, promoting economic development, and delivering public
services more efficiently. The county recognizes that GIS data is also a benefit to others. The
decision-making process for allowing distribution of GIS data, along with assessment and tax
information, is based on the following principles (1):

e Public information is a necessary component of the democratic process and
open government.

o The value of geospatial data is realized through its usage.

e Widespread distribution and use of public information benefits the county’s entire
jurisdiction.

e Public agencies increasingly store data electronically, and such digital data
constitutes the public record.

e In their roles as data custodians, public agencies have a responsibility to make
data available both for citizen access and to reduce duplication of effort among
public agencies.

e Public agencies need funding to develop, maintain, and distribute their data.
Noble County’s distribution of public information is governed by Indiana Code 5-14-3, “Access to

Public Records.” Two other documents play a role in establishing access to Noble County’s
public information:
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e Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) of 1966

e Federal Information Reform Act (FIRA) of 1986
Indiana Code (IC) 5-14-3-2 defines who is eligible for gaining access to public data. The
definition includes “...an individual, a corporation, a limited liability company, a partnership, an
unincorporated association, or a governmental entity.”
Indiana Code (IC) 5-14-3-3 (d), states that governmental entities shall make reasonable efforts to
provide electronic data. Information can be made available through various means, including
electronic maps—Noble County has chosen to make electronic data available through
Beacon™.
Indiana Code (IC) 5-14-3-3.6 (d) provides the following privacy safeguards:

¢ Unauthorized enhanced access to public records

e Unauthorized alteration of public records

¢ Nondisclosure of confidential records

Along with these safeguards, Indiana Code (IC) 5-14-3-4 provides a list of exempted records
from the public assess law.

Noble County strives to provide enhanced access to public records with regards to land
ownership, assessment, and tax information while providing limits on what information is released
that may compromise privacy. With this in mind, Beacon™ provides these benefits:

e Reduced office traffic

e Provides greater access to a wider audience

e Greater accountability
Indiana’s Public Access Counselor has prepared a Public Access Handbook which has been

referenced for guidance on public access issues.This document is available at
http://www.in.gov/pac/handbook/.

14.7 Zoning Codes May Have Different Meanings for Each Zoning
Jurisdiction

The Zoning layer's group contains zoning codes that may have different meanings for each
jurisdiction. Please consult with the controlling jurisdiction about the meaning of the zoning label
found on the map and to check for zoning changes that may have occurred.

The Zoning layer's group contains separate zoning layers for each of the following zoning
jurisdictions:

e Zoning-County: Rural parts of the county controlled by the Noble County Plan
Commission.
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e Zoning-Albion: The town of Albion and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside of
Albion's corporate limits.

e Zoning-Avilla: The town of Avilla and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside of Avilla's
corporate limits.

e Zoning-Cromwell: The town of Cromwell and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside
of Cromwell's corporate limits.

e Zoning-Kendallville: The city of Kendallville and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside
of Kendallville's corporate limits.

e Zoning-Ligonier: The city of Ligonier and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside of
Ligonier's corporate limits.

e Zoning-Rome City: The city of Rome City and the approximate 2-mile area lying outside
of Rome City's corporate limits.

e Zoning-Wolcottville: The town of Wolcottville.

e Proposed Zoning Changes-Added for the Noble County Plan Commission's proposed
zoning changes per the proposed Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), Draft E.

15.0 Parcel Searching Tips

The Noble County Beacon website provides the following four means of searching land
ownership information.

e Land Ownership Name - it is possible to search by last name only or by first and last
name. The first and last nhame can be entered in any order. It is not necessary to
separate first and last names with a comma. |If you are not sure what name(s) the
property may be listed under, try using only the last name. This will help guarantee that
all the parcels listed under the last name are found.

e Address - searching by address may be a trickier proposition. The system will attempt to
find a match for the address entered. If there is more than one private residence on a
parcel, the systemm may only have one of the two to compare with the search criteria. If
the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active when performing your search using the Search tab
and no results are found, try making the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active by clicking on the
layer name. A blue symbol with an “i” will appear next to the layer. This is how you will
know what layer is currently active. Enter your search criteria and see if you get a
match. If you do, go to the Map tab and click the parcel using the identify button to
select the parcel. This should retrieve information under the Report tab.

e Parcel ID - Parcel ID is the 18-digit State parcel identification number (PIN) used by all
county offices dealing with property. See the Parcels layers under Beacon's GIS Layers
for an explanation on interpreting this number. The number consists of a series of
hyphens “-“ and one period “.” It is not necessary to enter the 18-digit PIN using the
punctuation. Again, if the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active when searching for a PIN
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using the Search tab and no results are found, try searching by setting the Parcels
(Surveyor) layer active.

Tax Bill ID - This number is an 11-digit tax identification number assigned to a parcel or a
group of parcels in the Auditor’s Office. This is an older parcel identification numbering
system still in use. The Tax Bill ID consists of the following format: XXX-XXXXXX-XX, where
every number begins with a zero “0”. Notice that this number consists of two hyphens. It
is not necessary to enter the hyphens when entering Tax Bill ID search criteria. Again, if
the Parcels (Assessor) layer is active when searching for a PIN using the Search tab and
no results are found, try searching by setting the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active.

An alternate search method is navigating the map under the Map tab.

16.0

Set the Parcels (Assessor) layer active for identifying and viewing a parcel's land
ownership, assessment, and tax information in Beacon's Report tab.

Set the Parcels (Surveyor) layer active for identifying and viewing land ownership and
drainage information in Beacon's Report tab.

Using Beacon’s™ Built-In Help System

Beacon™ has a built-in help system to assist with questions that you may have. To access the
help system, use the blue circle button that has a white question mark, located in the upper
right-hand corner of the screen. This button will offer the following help topics:

e Overview—A brief review of the help system.
¢ Map—Information on navigating the application’s map on the Map tab.
e Search—Information on performing searches using the Search tab.

e Results—Information about using and sorting the results that appear based on a
search.

e Reports—Information for printing, moving back and forth between the Reports
tab and the Map tab, and performing comparable searches.

e lLogin—Information about logging into Beacon™.
¢ Feedback—Information on how to provide feedback on Beacon™.

e Options—Information on setting defaults for map size, print size, and color scheme
in Beacon™.,

e Print Setup—Information on how to customize your printing experience.
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17.0 Reporting Corrections, Comments, and Contact Information

Noble County is excited to offer its citizens and others access to land ownership
information. Please feel free to send your comments about Beacon™ using the feedback
button, the button with an “i”, in the upper right-hand corner of the screen. If you should have
specific questions on Beacon’s™ web functionality other than what can be answered using the
built-in help menu, or questions about the availability of GIS data, or about parcel map
corrections that may be necessary, please contact Steven Hook, Noble County GIS Coordinator
at:

Address: GIS Department
101 N Orange St.
Courthouse, 4th. Floor
Albion, IN 46701

Phone: 260-636-2193, Ext. 319
Fax: 260-636-4001
Email: shook@nobleco.org

If you have a parcel map issue, please be aware that in order to correct identifiable problems,
the Auditor's Office may need to perform extensive research. The Auditor's Office will assist those
requiring help with researching activities. The Auditor's Office will research parcel map issues
when time permits. The Auditor’s Office may require the land owner(s) to have prepared and
recorded a new legal description and/or new survey to correct legal description
ambiguities. Some problem parcel issues may not be resolved unless a new legal description
and/or survey are prepared and recorded. Questions regarding requirements for fixing problem
parcels can be answered by the Noble County Auditor’s Office.

18.0 GIS Layers Available in Beacon

The following layers are available for viewing in Beacon™ Each layer is briefly described below.

Layer Name Layer Description
Street Centerlines Map features representing the centerline of roads maintained by State,

County, or municipal entities. Roads visible on aerial orthophotography
have been placed on the map by digitizing them directly from the aerial
orthophotography. Roads that are associated with newer developments
not visible on the most recent aerial orthophotography have been placed
on the map by centering them within the designated right-of-way.
Features are labeled with there designated road name.

State Highways Map features representing the centerline of roads maintained by the
State of Indiana. Features are labeled with its designated road
name. Features include SR 3, SR 5, SR 8, and SR 9.

US Highways Map features representing the centerline of roads maintained by the
State of Indiana. Features are labeled with its designated road
name. Features include US 6 and US 33
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Control Points

Land Hooks

Legal Drains—Tiled

Legal Drains—Open

Rights-of-Way

Cemeteries

Parcel Numbers

Map features representing the location of section corner monuments and
other reference points used for survey control managed by the Noble
County Surveyor’s Office. Features are not labeled.

Map graphic symbols showing two noncontiguous parcels are associated
with one another. Features are not labeled.

Map features representing the centerline of county regulated tiled drains
maintained by the Noble County Surveyor's Office. Map features are
drawn on the map from available tile legal descriptions and aerial
orthophotography observations. Features are labeled with its designated
drainage system branch name.

Map features representing the centerline of county regulated open drains
(ditches) maintained by the Noble County Surveyor's Office. Map
features are drawn on the map from available tile legal descriptions and
aerial orthophotography observations. Features are labeled with its
designated drainage system branch name.

Map features representing the documented legal width of road
easements listed in the gravel books in the Noble County Highway
Department and recorded deeds and subdivision plats in the Noble
County Recorder’s Office. Various right-of-way easements may not be
documented. When no documentation is available, a right-of-way width
of 40 feet is assumed. Features are not labeled.

Map features representing cemeteries that able to be mapped. Cemetery
locations were referenced from the Noble County Cemeteries pamphlet
prepared by the Noble County Genealogical Society, Inc., 813 E Main St,
Albion, IN 46701, 260-636-7197. This layer contains approximately 51
cemeteries. Information is provided detailing ownership, location,
acreage, and miscellaneous notes. This layer features a Quick Zoom
drop down box on the menu bar. This allows one to pick a cemetery
from the list and Beacon will zoom to the selected cemetery.

An 18-digit State Key parcel identification number (PIN) used for
uniquely identifying every parcel within Noble County. This is the primary
numbering system used for identifying parcels in county offices. This
layer allows the user to display parcel numbers independent of the parcel
geometry (parcel boundary lines). The 18-digit State Key PIN is made up
of the following parts: (2 digit County Code; 57 for Noble County) — (2
digit Township Number) — (2 digit Section Number) — (3 digit Quadrant
Number) — (3 digit Parcel Number) . (3 digit Class Number; usually 000
for Noble County) — (3 digit Tax District Number). For example, the
following PIN, 57-07-01-300-020.000-019, is in: Wayne Twp (07),
Section 1 (01), 300 Quadrant (300), parcel number 020 (020), class
number of 000 (000), and Wayne township taxing district (019).

Township Numbers Tax District Numbers
09—Allen Twp. 001—Albion Twp.
13—Albion Twp. 002—Albion Town
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Parcels (Assessor)

Parcels (Surveyor)

03—Elkhart Twp.

022—Albion-Jefferson

20—Green Twp.

003—Allen Twp.

12—Jefferson Twp.

005—Avilla Town

19—Noble Twp.

016—Cromwell

04—Orange Twp.

006—Elkhart Twp.

01—Perry Twp.

007—Green Twp.

16—Sparta Twp.

008—Jefferson Twp.

21—Swan Twp.

004—Kendallville-Allen

18—Washington Twp.

020—Kendallville-Wayne

07—Wayne Twp.

014—Ligonier

15—York Twp.

009—Noble Twp.

010—Orange Twp.

013—Perry Twp.

011—Rome City

015—Sparta Twp.

017—Swan Twp.

018—Washington Twp.

019—Wayne Twp.

012—Wolcottville Town

021—York Twp.

Map features representing the location of taxable parcels of land, defined
by a series of measured straight or curved lines that connect to form an
enclosed space (polygon). Parcel boundaries have been drawn on the
map from deeds, surveys, and subdivision plats recorded in the Noble
County Recorder’'s Office. This layer provides parcel land ownership,
assessment, and tax information residing in both the Noble County
Assessor’s and Auditor’s Offices. Use this layer to identify and view a
parcel's land ownership, assessment, and tax information in Beacon’'s
Report tab. Feature labels—a parcel's unique 18-digit State Key
number—reside on the Parcel Numbers layer.

Map features representing the location of taxable parcels of land, defined
by a series of measured straight or curved lines that connect to form an
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Lots

Blocks

Railroads

Subdivisions

Quarter-Quarters

Quarter Sections

USPLS Sections

Voting Precincts

TIF Districts

enclosed space (polygon). Parcel boundaries have been drawn on the
map from deeds, surveys, and subdivision plats recorded in the Noble
County Recorder’s Office. This layer provides parcel land ownership and
drainage information residing in the Noble County Surveyor’s Office. Use
this layer to identify and view land ownership and drainage information in
Beacon’s Report tab. Feature labels—a parcel’s unique 18-digit State
Key number—reside on the Parcel Numbers layer.

Map features representing the location of lots identified on platted and
recorded subdivision documents found in the Noble County Recorder’s
Office. Features are labeled with its designated lot number.

Map features representing the location of groups of lots identified on
platted and recorded subdivision documents found in the Noble County
Recorder’s Office.

Map features representing the centerline of railroad rights-of-
way. Features have been drawn based on railroad route evaluation maps
and from legal descriptions of adjacent parcels. Features are not labeled.

Map features representing the boundary of an area that has been legally
divided into a number of lots for the purpose of development and sale.
Features are labeled with the recorded plat name. This layer features a
Quick Zoom drop down box on the menu bar. This allows one to pick a
subdivision name from the list and Beacon will zoom to the selected
subdivision.

Map features representing the quarter divisions of quarter divisions of
sections of the United States Public Land Survey System (PLSS). Each
section (approximately 1 square mile in size) is divided into quarters and
labeled as the northeast quarter (NE), southeast quarter (SE), southwest
guarter (SW), and northwest quarter (NW). Each quarter section is
further subdivided into quarter sections and, using the NE quarter for
example, would be labeled as such: NE quarter of the NE quarter (NE4
NE4), SE quarter of the NE quarter (SE NE), SW quarter of the NE
guarter (SW NE), and the NW quarter of the NE quarter (NW NE).

Map features representing the quarter divisions of sections of the United
States Public Land Survey System (PLSS). Each section (approximately
1 square mile in size) is divided into quarters and labeled as the
northeast quarter (NE), southeast quarter (SE), southwest quarter (SW),
and northwest quarter (NW).

Features representing approximate 1 square mile areas and being part
of the United States Public Land Survey system (PLSS). Features are
labeled with the section number.

Features representing 29 bounded areas where people are designated
to vote within Noble County. Voting Precincts are maintained by the
Noble County Clerk's Office. Features are labeled with the precinct
number.

Tax increment finance (TIF) Districts are areas of bounded parcels
established in Noble County cities and towns where collected tax
proceeds (known as "increment") collected above an established
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Drug Enforcement
Boundaries

Jurisdictions

Survey Townships

Corporate Limits

Township Boundaries

Soils

assessment value are re-allocated to the TIF district to pay for capital
improvements required for encouraging redevelopment. Once a TIF
district is established the property tax revenue attributable to new
assessed value within the district accrues to the redevelopment district
rather than the traditional taxing units (schools, civil city, township,
county, etc.). The new revenue can be used to pay for infrastructure or
other improvements within the designated area. Typically, TIF revenue is
used to retire debt incurred to fund infrastructure or other improvements
but it has also been used on a cash basis. While the vast majority of TIF
districts in Indiana incur debt, many communities have used any
additional TIF revenue beyond that necessary for bond service to make
further infrastructure investment in the TIF district. TIF districts are
temporary and were intended to be discontinued once tax revenues
collected repay bonds purchased to pay for redevelopment. This layer
may not reflect all existing TIF Districts. They will be added as time
permits.

Source: http://www.in.gov/indot/div/projects/i69planningtoolbox/_pdf/Tax
Increment Financing.pdf

This layer replaces the previously named layer “Albion Drug
Enforcement Boundary.” Features representing 1000 foot buffered areas
surrounding designated facilities and locations where children may be
present. These boundaries include areas within the entire county. The
features are not labeled.

Features representing approximately 2 mile bounded areas controlled by
and surrounding an incorporated city or town. Areas outside the 2 mile
unincorporated areas are controlled by the county. Jurisdictions for
incorporated areas include Albion, Avilla, Cromwell, Kendallville,
Ligonier, Rome City, and Wolcottville. Unincorporated areas are portions
of the county lying outside of the incorporated areas. Features are
labeled with the jurisdiction name.

Features representing areas approximately 6 square miles in size that
contain 36—1 square mile sections. Townships are part of the United
States Public Land Survey system (PLSS). Features are not labeled on
the map; but, when a feature is queried it is listed its township and range
designation (i.e., T35N, R11E).

Features representing bounded areas designated as an incorporated
town or city. Incorporated areas include Albion, Avilla, Cromwell,
Kendallville, Ligonier, Rome City, and Wolcottville. Features are labeled
with the city or town name.

Features representing political subdivisions of the county.In Noble
County, the political township boundaries cover the same geographical
areas designated as survey townships, except for Albion township and
parts of Jefferson and York townships.

Features representing bounded areas of types of soils as designated by
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), United States
Department of Agriculture soil survey. The soils layer depicts 2006 soils
updates. Features are labeled with the soil's map unit (MUSYM) code.
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Flood Plains

Watershed Group

Information on the NRCS soils survey can be obtained at
http://soils.usda.gov/surveyl/.

Noble County Flood Plains are a subset of the Interim Digital FIRMSs
(2004) obtained from and digitized by the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources. This data has not been accepted by FEMA and is intended
for general use only. These files should not be used for official flood
insurance determination purposes. This database is an interim version of
the Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) Database. It does not
fully meet all DFIRM specifications as found in "Guidelines and
Specifications for Flood Hazard Mapping Partners, Appendix L:
Guidance for Preparing Draft Digital Data and DFIRM Database". A fully
compliant product is expected in the distant future.

The DFIRM depicts flood risk information and supporting data used to
develop the risk data. The primary risk classifications used are the 1-
percent-annual-chance flood event, the 0.2-percent-annual-chance flood
event, and areas of minimal flood risk. The DFIRM Database is derived
from Flood Insurance Studies (FISs), previously published Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), flood hazard analyses performed in
support of the FISs and FIRMs, and new mapping data, where available.
The FISs and FIRMs are published by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). The file is georeferenced to earth's
surface using the UTM projection and coordinate system. The
specifications for the horizontal control of DFIRM data files are consistent
with those required for mapping at a scale of 1:12,000.

FEMA Flood Zone Designations

A - High Risk Area. Areas with a 1 percent annual chance of flooding
and a 26 percent chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage.
Because a detailed analyses are not performed for such areas, no
depths or base flood elevations are shown within these zones.

AE - High Risk Area. The base floodplain where base flood elevations
are provided. AE Zones are now used on new format FIRMs instead of
A1-A30 Zones.

X - (shaded) Area of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between
the limits of the 100-year and 500-year floods.

X - (unshaded) Area of minimal flood hazard, usually depicted on FIRMs
as above the 500-year flood level.

Features representing bounded areas whose water drains into a
specified body of water. Watersheds are areas defined by the Noble
County Surveyor's Office established to provide maintenance funds for
drainage projects within each watershed. This group contains 5
individual watershed layers showing sub-levels of watersheds.
Watersheds are separated into sub-levels to assist with viewing
purposes.

Sub-Watershed Layers
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Spot Elevations

2 Ft. Contours—2003

Water Body Names

Historical Markers

Zoning Group

Watershed-Sub - This layer shows watersheds at the lowest sub-level.
These sheds are smaller in size and may drain into watersheds on any of
the other sub-levels.

Watershed-Sectional - This layer shows watersheds that collect
drainage assessments payable to adjacent counties.

Watershed-Local - This layer shows watersheds that may drain into
watersheds on the county sub-level.

Watershed-County - This layer shows county-wide watersheds that
have sub-sheds within their boundaries. This level contains the most
watersheds.

Watershed-Regional - This layer shows the proposed regional Elkhart
River watershed.

Features representing known points of elevation above sea
level. Elevation points were created in April 2003 from LIDAR. The
vertical datum used was NAVDS88; the GEOID99 geoidal model was
used for converting GPS--derived ellipsoidal heights to the required
orthometric heights. Coordinate system used was the Indiana State
Plane Coordinate System; U.S. Survey feet. Vertical accuracy is +/- 1
foot. Features labeled with their elevation number.

Features representing lines connecting points of equal elevation above
sea level. Contour lines were created in 2005 from LIDAR. The
horizontal datum used was NAD83. Coordinate system used was the
Indiana State Plane Coordinate System, U.S. Survey feet. Vertical
accuracy is +/- 1 foot. Features labeled with their elevation number.

Features representing water bodies known by a particular name. Some
water bodies are considered private and are not accessible to the public.
Other water bodies are accessible to the public via public access
sites. For a listing of county lakes and boat launches, visit the Noble
County  Convention and Visitors Bureau web site at
http://visitnoblecounty.com/lakes.html.

Feature points representing the location of historical marker signs placed
by the Noble County Historical Society. The historical marker signs
identify and mark all the historic sites in Noble County, Indiana. Visit the
Noble County Historical Society web site at
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~innchs/.

Features representing bounded geographic areas restricted to certain
land uses located within governmental jurisdictions. Features are labeled
with its zoning code.

The Zoning layer's group contains zoning codes that may have different
meanings for each jurisdiction. Please consult with the controlling
jurisdiction about the meaning of the zoning label found on the map and
to check for zoning changes that may have occurred.

The Zoning group contains the following 9 layers.

Zoning Layers
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2003 Aerial Photos

Zoning-County - Rural parts of the county controlled by the Noble
County Plan Commission.

The list below defines the codes displayed on the Zoning-County GIS
layer.

Zoning Codes:

Al—Agriculture

A2—Agriculture

Bl—Local Business

B2—Central Business

B3—Highway Business

I1—Light Industry

I2—Heavy Industry

LR—Lake Residential

MH—Mobile Home Park

R1—Low Density Single Family Residential
R2—Medium Density Single Family Residential
R3—High Density Single Family Residential
R4—Two and Multiple Family Residential
RE1—Rural Estate

REC—Recreation

Zoning-Albion - The town of Albion and the approximate 2-mile area
lying outside of Albion's corporate limits.

Zoning-Avilla - The town of Avilla and the approximate 2-mile area lying
outside of Avilla's corporate limits.

Zoning-Cromwell - The town of Cromwell and the approximate 2-mile
area lying outside of Cromwell's corporate limits.

Zoning-Kendallville - The city of Kendallville and the approximate 2-
mile area lying outside of Kendallville's corporate limits. Information
about Kendallville's zoning codes is available at:
http://library4.municode.com/default-test/home.htm?infobase=11074.

Zoning-Ligonier - The city of Ligonier and the approximate 2-mile area
lying outside of Ligonier's corporate limits.

Zoning-Rome City - The city of Rome City and the approximate 2-mile
area lying outside of Rome City's corporate limits.

Zoning-Wolcottville - The town of Wolcottville.

Proposed Zoning Changes (Per Section) - Added for the Noble County
Plan Commission's proposed zoning changes per the proposed Unified
Development Ordinance (UDO), Draft E. Information about zoning codes
displayed on this layer is available at:
http://nobleco.squarespace.com/storage/gismaps/downloads/Noble%20
County%20Zoning%20Districts%20Beacon%20Guide.pdf.

Photography of the earth’s surface taken from an airplane. The aerial
photography purchased by the county and flown in April 2003, has been
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corrected for distortions caused by camera tilt and ground relief;
therefore, the aerial photographs are considered orthophotographs
useful for measuring features on the ground. No labels are present.
2008 Aerial Photos Photography of the earth’'s surface taken from an airplane. The aerial

photography, flown in April 2008, is being licensed through Pictometry,
Inc. The photography has been corrected for distortions caused by
camera tilt and ground relief; therefore, the aerial photographs are
considered orthophotographs useful for measuring features on the
ground. No labels are present.
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(1) Adopted from the Open Data Consortium project Model Data Distribution Policy. Oct., 2003, GIS Consultants. 1615
Broadway, Suite 415, Oakland, CA 94612. (510) 238-9771 GIS.Consultants@joffes.com
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