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THE MARTIN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING

July 14, 2020
MINUTES

The Martin County Commissioners convened in regular session Tuesday, July 14, 2020 in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Commissioners present were President, Paul R. George and Commissioners Kevin Boyd and Aaron Summers.    Also attending was Auditor, Bobbie Abel; Paul Sanders. Remote attendance:  Courtney Hughett, Martin County Journal; Dena Held, Purdue Educator 4-H; Vicki Wathen; Lori Carrico, Treasurer; Monty Wolf, Director EMA;  Andy Ringwald, EMA; Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent. 
President George called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 5:30 pm. 
The minutes from the regular meeting of June 30, 2020 were approved with a motion made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.   All in favor, motion passed.
The Claims and Allowances were approved as submitted with the motion by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All in favor, the motion passed.  

Auditor Abel, submitted grant documentation for Kathy Collins, Director Community Corrections who was unable to attend due to another engagement.  The Jail Treatment Grant IDOC-CC-CY2021, a motion to approve the grant and budget in the amount of $22,274.00 was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, the motion passed.
The Community Corrections Grant IDOC-CC-CY2021, a motion to approve the grant and budget in the amount of $186,065.00 was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, motion passed.

Courtney Hughett, Martin County Humane Society, submitted the bi-annual report for the shelter.  They have taken in 70 dogs and 75 cats so far this year.  The numbers are down. Vet bills total $14,691.59.  A discussion followed about the difficulty finding a contractor to begin the expansion of the Humane Society to be able to provide spay and neutering services.

Monty Wolf, Director EMA, advised he will be submitting a service agreement for the Compressor at Civil Defense.  It is used for the air packs.  Wolf also advised that he had to purchase a new cellphone which will increase the monthly bill.  Monty Wolf and Andy Ringwald advised that the Hazard Mitigation Plan that Rhonda Rumble from SIDC helped submit will need a Resolution passed before October.

Paul Sanders, Martin County Resident, requested help from the County with the increased amounts of dust on Boyd Hollow Road due to the detour from the construction on Highway 150.  He stated that Boyd Hollow Road wasn’t the official detour but everyone knows about it and is taking it including tractor trailers.  A discussion followed regarding decreased funding and possible solutions.  Commissioner Boyd asked Superintendent Padgett to place no tractor trailers allowed signs. President George asked that Padgett check into the cost of spraying the road.
Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, submitted the bi-weekly work report.  A discussion followed about the mowers which should be back up and running by the end of next week.  Bids for Brooks Bridge are due July 29, 2020 by noon.  Updates were given regarding various projects. As predicted the Highway Department funding has decreased significantly due to Covid-19 and they will continue to monitor the situation.  A discussion about changing the work schedule to decrease employees exposure to the extreme heat  took place.  Possibly working later in the evening.  Superintendent Padgett informed the Commissioners that from January 1st through June 30th , thirty six culverts had been replaced and over fifty one miles of ditching had been completed.
Dena Held, Purdue 4-H Educator, updated the Commissioners about the 4-H Fair activities that had taken place.  She commended the Judges and work crews who participated.  They are now getting ready for the State Fair and the online auction. Educator Held spoke to the quality of the youth in and outside of the show ring.

Treasurer Carrico and Auditor Abel asked the Commissioners if they wanted to proceed with a Tax Sale for 2020.  Abel advised that Daviess County has decided not to hold one due to Covid-19.  There is a high probability that the Tax Sale would have to be held virtually.  Commissioner George asked Treasurer Carrico her thoughts.  Carrico was not opposed to cancelling the sale this year.  She will still send out late notices and encourage everyone who would have been on the tax sale to pay their taxes.  They can contact the Treasurer’s office to make arrangements for payment.  Treasurer Carrico stated that the fines and fees for late payments will continue to add up, making it harder to catch up in the long run.  A motion to cancel the 2020 Tax Sale was made by Commissioner Summers, seconded by Commissioner George.  With both in favor the motion passed.  Commissioner Boyd abstained.
Bobbie Abel, Auditor, advised the Commissioners of several items.  Colonial has stated that they will not increase the premiums for the County employees life insurance policies for 2021.  The Cares Act documentation has been submitted for reimbursement.  Abel presented a flyer for a Temperature Verification Kiosk. To purchase it, the cost would be between $2,500.00-$3,000.00.  It would be stationary at the front doors to scan everyone as they enter the Courthouse.  Hoosier Business Machines stated that the device qualifies for reimbursement from the Cares Act.  The Commissioners tabled it for further review.   Auditor Abel advised that the air conditioning unit at the Courthouse is having difficulties, parts are ordered for repairs.  It has been advised that planning for replacement of the units should be considered as they are over 35 years old.
Auditor Abel, announced that the letter of intent and the Martin County Home grant proposal that the County submitted to the Regional Opportunities Initiatives has been selected to proceed to the next round.  The amount requested was $250,000.00.  The matching amount, if awarded in full, would be $25,000.00 which can be matched with in-kind services and cash. Fifty percent has to be in cash which would total $12,500.00.    Abel requested that the County enter into a contract with E-Solve to facilitate a strategic plan and write the grant.  A motion was made to enter into a contract with E-Solve Solutions in the amount of $4,200.00 was made by Commissioner Boyd, seconded by Commissioner Summers.  All in favor, the motion passed. 
Commissioner George gave the Veterans Service Officers report.  Seven trips were taken. Ten incoming and six outgoing calls.  A total of four Veterans were assisted.
Important Dates:

Safety Meetings are postponed.
The Courthouse will be closed Friday, July 31, 2020 for the Catfish Festival.

Redevelopment meeting will be Tuesday, July 28, 2020 @ 5:00 pm.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:18 pm with a motion made by Commissioner Summers and seconded by Commissioner Boyd.  All were in favor and the motion passed.   The next Commissioner meeting will be held Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 5:30pm.  Attendance in person and/or by zoom meeting can be scheduled with the Auditor’s Office.
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